
                                  St John Boste Parish, West Durham 
Esh, Esh Winning, Langley Park and Ushaw Moor 

St John Boste Pastoral Office, Durham Road, Ushaw Moor, Durham.  DH7 7LF 
Priest:  Father David Coxon Tel:  (0191) 373 0219 
Secretary: Lisa Hatton   Tel:  (0191) 373 0219 
  Office Hours: Tues – Thurs from 9.30am–2.30pm 
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Twenty Third Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year B)    :  5 September 2021 

Healing the deaf:  At our weekend mass there is always a link or common thread running through the first reading, 
its accompanying psalm, and then the gospel. Sometimes this common theme is fairly obvious, but at other times 
the link is less clear.   Today, it is very clear.  In the first reading, the prophet Isaiah says that there will be certain 
signs to indicate that God has come to make his presence felt in our world. One of these signs is that ‘the ears of the 
deaf will be unsealed and the tongues of the dumb sing for joy’.  This theme is picked up in the psalm and then, in the 
gospel, Jesus is portrayed as healing a man who is deaf.  So, in Jesus, God has come  to the world!  The people 
exclaim that this Jesus ‘makes the deaf hear and the dumb speak’.  Good news indeed. However, it is worth 
remembering that old saying that there is none so deaf as those that will not hear!  Sometimes we don’t want to 
hear something and so block our ears to it. Perhaps Jesus can also heal that sort of deafness from which we suffer. 
 

 

 St Joseph’s 
Ushaw Moor 

St Michael’s 
Esh Laude 

Our Lady Queen of Martyrs, 
Newhouse 

Saturday 4 September 
Twenty third Sunday (B) 

6.00pm mass 
For everyone in our parish; 

Margaret & Joe Bell    
 

  

Sunday 5 September 
Twenty third Sunday (B) 

 9.00am mass 
For everyone in our parish. 

 

10.30am mass 
For everyone in our parish. 

 

Saturday 11 September 
Twenty fourth Sunday (B) 

6.00pm mass 
For everyone in our parish; 

Joseph & Sarah Ann Cutmore  
  

  

Sunday 12 September 
Twenty fourth Sunday (B) 

 9.00am mass 
For everyone in our parish; 

Pat Brennan 

10.30am mass 
For everyone in our parish; 

Sarah Redheffer (nee Prothero)  
victim of 9/11 terror attack; 

Dermot Slevin. 
  

 
 

Recently deceased:  Pat Brennan (Esh) died on 23 August.   Funeral mass at St Michael’s, Tuesday 7 September. 
Fr Michael Sharratt’s funeral will be at Ushaw College on Thursday, 16 September. 
 

Anniversaries:  St Joseph’s:  Ernest Clarke,  Fr Lawrence Thompson, James  McLoughlin, Lawrence Taylor. 
Our Lady, Queen of Martyrs: Billy Peel, Ethel McMahon, Harry Rippon, Thomas Peel, Mary Baker, Sarah Dodds, 
Alan Wright, Patricia Howe, Margaret Keveaney. 
St Michael’s: Michael Lyons, John Callan, Mary Jane Beavis, Michael Brennan, Elizabeth Preston, Margaret Quigley, 
Fr Thomas Cain. 
 

Anniversaries: On Monday (6 September) we will keep the anniversary of the death of Fr Laurence Thompson who 
was parish priest at St Joseph’s, Ushaw Moor. He died in 1989.  Then, on 8 September, we keep the anniversary of Fr 
Thomas Cain, parish priest of St Michael’s.  He died  in 1972. 
 
Church cleaners for next weekend’s masses    (Team 3)     

St Joseph’s: St Michael’s: Our Lady Queen of Martyrs: 
Christine  Brennan,  Melanie Lee, 

Geraldine Barnes, John Flynn. 
Jill Cox,   Lynn Dumighan, 

Karen Thompson. 
Angela McKenna,  Esther Martin. 
Melanie Lee, Shelagh Robinson. 

 

   Stewards for next weekend  (11/12 September)    (Team 1)     
St Joseph’s: St Michael’s: Our Lady Queen of Martyrs: 

Christine Brennan, Margaret Coonan, 
Joe Cutmore, Bill Donnelly. 

Anne McMahon,  Jill Cox, 
Shelagh Robinson. 

Cecilia Wharton, Angela McKenna, 
Tom Brennan, Karen Thompson. 

 

Church collection last weekend:  
St Joseph’s:      Loose Plate  £102.      Gift Aid Envelopes  £44.50. 
St Michael’s:      Loose Plate   £20.       Gift Aid Envelopes  £70. 
Our Lady, Queen of Martyrs: Loose Plate  £61.70    Gift Aid Envelopes  £10.   
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23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Welcome:  This weekend we again welcome visiting priests to our parish.  Fr Paul Tully is our local hospital chaplain. 
If you have been a patient in hospital in Durham, Shotley Bridge or Chester-le-Street over the years then you may well 
have had a visit from Fr Paul.  He is celebrating mass at St Joseph’s this weekend and over the next few Saturdays. 
Meanwhile, at St Michael’s and Our Lady Queen of Martyrs, we welcome Canon Paul Douthwaite this Sunday. He is 
priest at St Patrick’s, Langley Moor. However, that is not his only job. Canon Douthwaite is also the National Catholic 
Chaplain for Prisons in England.  He seeks to co-ordinate the work of all the chaplains in the many prisons up and 
down the country.  Both priests are very welcome this weekend. 
 

 

The ‘Welcome back’ : As mentioned in newsletters recently, our bishops are inviting us back to parish 
masses from the first Sunday of Advent. This will depend, of course, on how the Covid infection rate 
continues and on how well we proceed with our safety precautions.  Covid has not gone away and possibly 
won’t ever ‘go away’ entirely and, even now, people in our parish and neighbourhood are still being hit by 
the virus. However, we possibly need to adapt as we seek to live with Covid as its effect on people gradually 
becomes less strident. All of this needs to be balanced in that we gradually seek to be more confident in 
going out to do ordinary normal things, while still remaining cautious.  Until the infection rate drops in the 
North East we are still asked to use hand sanitiser when we enter/leave church; we are still asked to wear 
face masks that cover both mouth and nose all the time we are in church; we are still asked to phone in to 
book a place at masses. Please don’t just leave a voicemail message but speak to a real person who can make 
a note of your name and ensure that you have a seat at the mass, and please try not to ‘turn up’ without 
booking your place in advance. If you should want to attend any of our masses next weekend (11/12 
September), please ring one of these numbers at the time given:-  
 

                              -    01740- 469532   between 10.00am – 2.00pm on Wednesday; 
                                -    0191- 447 5308  between 5.00 – 6.00pm on Thursday.   
 

 
 

Remember:  Remember that our mass at St 
Michael’s church is now back to our original time of 
9.00am. 
 
 

FIRST STEPS – Exploring the Catholic Faith 
Online:   Are you wondering about your relationship 
with God and not sure where to start?  Are you 
interested in discovering what Catholics believe? An 
on-line course with the diocese will start on Zoom on 
Wednesday, 22 September at 7.00pm.  Contact the 
Parish Office for details. 
 

Holy Communion  Before last year’s first lock-down 
several housebound parishioners used to receive Holy 
Communion at home.  Is anyone wanting to receive 
Holy Communion once more?  Please wait a week or 
so and, if you would like a Holy Communion minister 
to visit you at home, contact the Parish Office. 
 

Education Day:  Next weekend we will have 
‘Education Day’ which comes at the beginning of the 
new school year.  It is amazing how schools up and 
down the country have continued to operate so 
effectively these past eighteen months. This has 
involved educating our children, both in person in 
classrooms, but also on-line. It has also involved staff 
reaching out to families with support and 
encouragement on Zoom/Microsoft Teams and with 
regular phone calls. The staff in our own local schools  
have done all of this and more so, hopefully, they will 
have had a chance for a rest these past few weeks. Next 
weekend we will invite you to contribute to a retiring 
collection on Education Day. This, sadly does not go to 
our staff!  It does, however, support the work of the 
Catholic Education Service which seeks to work for the 
good of all our Catholic schools in England and Wales. 
 

Food Bank: Donations to the Food Bank are 
welcomed this weekend. Should you feel able to bring 
along any items, they may be placed directly into a car 
at the church door before Mass begins. Thank you in 
anticipation. 
 

Scripture study, and prayer:  Each month a group 
gathers together to reflect on passages from Scripture. 
A separate group meets for prayer together.  Over the 
past months this has taken place on Zoom. However, 
the hope is that people can now meet in person. So, the 
DH7 Churches Together ‘Monthly Bible Fellowship’ 
group plans to meet on Wednesdays each month. The 
first meeting will be on Wednesday, 15 September, 1.30 
– 2.45pm. The group for prayer will meet the same day 
from 1.30 – 2.15pm.  Both groups hope to meet in 
person at St Andrew’s church, Carr Avenue, Brandon 
DH7 8QG.  All welcome. 
 

‘Breaking the Word’:   There is to be a Day of 
Reflection for Readers at Ushaw College on Saturday 9 
October, 10.30am – 3.30pm.  Registration from 
10.00am.  Light lunch provided.  The £15 charge will 
be paid by the parish for any of our Readers wanting to 
attend.  If you want to attend then you can use the 
following link to book yourself in:  
https://forms.office.com/r/ttTH3PkBkE     Closing 
date for registrations is Thursday, 23 September. 
 

Climate Sunday:  Over the past few weeks we have 
heard quite a lot in the news about climate change and 
its imminent, and even current, impact on our planet. 
Pope Francis continually challenges us to see our 
response to this as part of our Christian faith.  The 
‘Season of Creation’ is from today until the feast of St 
Francis of Assisi on September 5th so today has been 
designated as ‘Climate Sunday’.  We propose to 
celebrate this today (Sunday) with fellow Christians.  
Our DH7 Climate Sunday service will be held indoors 
this Sunday, 6.00pm, at St Andrews Methodist 

Church, Carr Avenue, Brandon DH7 8QG.   
 

Praying daily this week:  As today we begin the 
Season of Creation, we are all invited, each day this 
week, to take a few minutes of quiet reflection to pray 
quiet simply:  ‘We pray for the Sun and for the heat 
that it brings to nourish us.

Readings next weekend:  (24th Sunday, Year B):  Isaiah 50: 4-9;   James 2: 14-18;   Mark 8: 27-35.   Stop to think: 
what do you believe about Jesus?  Who do you say that he is? 
 

https://forms.office.com/r/ttTH3PkBkE

