
                                  St John Boste Parish, West Durham 
Esh, Esh Winning, Langley Park and Ushaw Moor 

St John Boste Pastoral Office, Durham Road, Ushaw Moor, Durham.  DH7 7LF 
Priest:  Father David Coxon Tel:  (0191) 373 0219 
Secretary: Lisa Hatton   Tel:  (0191) 373 0219 
  Office Hours: Tues – Thurs from 9.30am–2.30pm 
  E-mail: ushawmoor.stjohnboste@rcdhn.org.uk 
              (stjosephs.ushawmoor@btopenworld.com) 
  Website:  wdrcp.org 
Primary Schools: St Joseph’s, Ushaw Moor:                           Tel. (0191) 373 0355 
  Our Lady Queen of Martyrs, Esh Winning:  Tel. (0191) 373 4343 
  St Michael’s Esh Laude:                              Tel. (0191) 373 1205 
Hospital  
R C Chaplain  Father Paul Tully              Tel. (01388) 818544 

Please telephone the Chaplain if you have someone in hospital who would like a visit.  

 

 

Twenty Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year B)    :  19 September 2021 

Home Mission Sunday:   The past 18 months has created a real opportunity for each one of us. For so many years 
we had a regular pattern of coming along to our weekend mass, following the routine of the mass, then going off home. 
Then, in March 2020, that suddenly stopped. Some may now have got out of the habit of being part of a community for 
mass. Yet, for all of us, it has created an opportunity to stop and think why we do this ‘mass thing’.  What do we seek 
from sharing the mass together? What other things sustain our personal faith? These are important questions as we 
seek to move forward. Important questions to share with one another as we rediscover what it means for us to be a 
‘faith community’ in the 2020’s.   This honest sharing of our questions is part of what Pope Francis is speaking about 
when he refers to a ‘synodal church’. Rather than just going through the motions of attending masses, the honest 
sharing of questions about our faith is part of what ‘Home Mission’ is all about. Apart from having the courage to share 
our questioning, we are invited to contribute to a retiring collection today for ‘Home Mission Sunday’. 
 

 St Joseph’s 
Ushaw Moor 

St Michael’s 
Esh Laude 

Our Lady Queen of Martyrs, 
Newhouse 

Saturday 18 September 
Twenty fifth Sunday (B) 

6.00pm mass 
For everyone in our parish; 
Theresa & Robert Bullen 

  

Sunday 19 September 
Twenty fifth Sunday (B) 

 9.00am mass 
For everyone in our parish; 

Peter White 

10.30am mass 
For everyone in our parish; 

Dorothy Rochford   

Saturday 25 September 
Twenty sixth Sunday (B) 

6.00pm mass 
For everyone in our parish; 

Veronica Mountain; 
Patrick Scanlon. 

  

Sunday 26 September 
Twenty sixth Sunday (B) 

 9.00am mass 
For everyone in our parish; 

Marion Redmond, James and 
Anne Redmond. 

Maggie Rowntree 
 

10.30am mass 
For everyone in our parish; 

Harry & Nancy Adams 
 

 

**   Need a priest urgently this week?     Contact Fr Andrew Downie on 0191- 384 3442 
 

Recently deceased:  Ellen Glennon (Esh Winning) died on Tuesday evening. 
 

Anniversaries;  St Joseph’s:  Wilfred Harrington, Audrey Craggs, Chris Duggan, Derek Isles, John Dodds, Ellen McQuillan. 
Our Lady, Queen of Martyrs:  Jill Oliver,  Sarah Raynor, Anne Tomlinson, Noreen Harrison, Joyce Towns. 
St Michael’s: Patrick Sands, Kathleen Ryan, Geraldine Beverly, Norman Gowland, Mary Bailey, William McTear, Peter White, 
Ellie Lavelle, John Coulson, Agnes Cairns. 
 

               Church cleaners during this coming week    (Team 2)     
St Joseph’s: St Michael’s: Our Lady Queen of Martyrs: 

Esther Martin, Kyle Oman, 
Joe Cutmore, Bill Donnelly. 

Jill Cox,   John Flynn, 
Anne McMahon. 

Angela McKenna,  Catherine McKeown, 
Colleen Brown, Geraldine Barnes. 

 

    Stewards for next weekend  (25/26 September)    (Team 1)      
St Joseph’s: St Michael’s: Our Lady Queen of Martyrs: 

Christine Brennan, Margaret Coonan, 
Joe Cutmore, Bill Donnelly. 

Anne McMahon,  Jill Cox, 
Shelagh Robinson. 

Cecilia Wharton, Angela McKenna, 
Tom Brennan, Karen Thompson. 

 

Church collection last weekend:  
St Joseph’s:      Loose Plate  £86.          Gift Aid Envelopes  £60.   
St Michael’s:      Loose Plate   £51.35     Gift Aid Envelopes £42      Education Sunday £12.50. 
Our Lady, Queen of Martyrs: Loose Plate  £ 49          Gift Aid Envelopes  £15     Education Sunday £3 
 

Green Team: We often hear the term ‘loss of biodiversity’, but what does it mean? It refers to  destruction of eco-
systems. Because we are all interdependent, loss of species threatens our food, our waters and our climate. Killing 
wildlife, overfishing, pollution and climate change are all causes. The five main drivers of loss of biodiversity are cocoa, 
coffee, palm oil, beef and soy for animal feed, when grown/managed in an unsustainable way. As Pope Francis says: 
“each year sees the disappearance of thousands of plant and animal species which we will never know, which our 
children will never see, because they have been lost forever. The great majority become extinct for reasons related to 
human activity. Because of us, thousands of species will no longer give glory to God by their very existence, nor convey 
their message to us. We have no such right.” (Laudato Si #33). 
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25th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Welcome!   A very warm welcome today to Fr Paul Tully who is back at St Joseph’s this 
weekend, and to Fr Peter Carr who is celebrating our masses at Esh and Newhouse. 

Fr Carr is now retired and lives in Seaham.  Welcome! 
 

Coming to share in our masses: Our bishop had a meeting with his advisors recently about the Covid infection 
rate in the North East. The rate is still quite high.  However, while the take-up of the vaccination has unfortunately 
tailed off to some degree,  the vaccines have generally made a huge difference to Covid’s day to day effects. Current 
research suggests that the virus is less likely to be transmitted by touch and that the main transmission route is via 
exhaled breath.  This has allowed us to review some of our existing controls.  Next week we will mention some 
practical relaxation of restrictions which, in due course, can be introduced in our churches but, in the meantime,  
1. we are still asked to use hand sanitiser when we enter/leave church;  
2. we are still asked to wear face masks that cover both mouth and nose all the time we are in church;  
3. we are still asked to keep a regular cleaning programme; 
4. we are still, for now, asked to phone in to book a place at masses rather than simply turn up.  
 
So, if you should want to attend masses next weekend (26/27 September) 
 

                        -    01740 469 532   between 10.00am – 2.00pm on Wednesday; 
                        -    0191- 366 9465 between 5.00 – 6.00pm on Thursday.     
        

**     Apologies for mix-up with phone numbers last Thursday.   My fault!   -DC                
 
 

Forthcoming Pastoral Parish Council (PPC) 
Annual General Meeting (AGM) :   Our PPC will 
hold its first AGM on Thursday 4 November. Details of 
the time and place will be announced in the coming 
weeks, but before then, we will be inviting nominations 
for a new member for each of our churches to replace 
those current members who will stand down and to fill 
the vacancy at St Michael’s. Nomination forms will be 
available in our Churches next weekend and  will also 
be available from the Parish Office.  The PPC focuses 
on the people of the Parish. During Covid lots of new, 
virtual means of communication were created to help 
people keep in touch (such as our Facebook group, 
Zoom events, services and discussions and recordings 
of Mass from St Joseph’s Ushaw Moor on the St John 
Boste YouTube channel) as well as initiatives aimed at 
reaching out in a ‘real’ way. We also look beyond our 
Parish, such as by forging links with DH7 Churches 
Together and via the work of the Green Team.  We are 
in challenging times. The PPC wishes to value our 
history whilst being passionate about the future. We 
ask you to take time to discern whether to join us; to 
consider sharing your gifts and talents to serve the 
needs of your Parish community. Nomination forms 
for our PPC are available at the back of Church and 
from the Parish Office. You can nominate yourself or 
someone else (making sure they agree) and then you 
can return the form either to Church or the Parish 
Office by 3 October. 
 

FIRST STEPS – Exploring the Catholic Faith 
Online:   Are you wondering about your relationship 
with God and not sure where to start?  Are you 
interested in discovering what Catholics believe? An 
on-line course with the diocese will start on Zoom this 
coming Wednesday, 22 September at 7.00pm.  Contact 
the Parish Office for details. 

Season of Creation: Next 
weekend is St Michael’s 
‘Celebration of Creation’ 
event. Love and care for 
creation is an essential 
dimension of our faith. Just as 
Pope Francis’ reflection 
‘Laudato Si' helps Catholic 
believers address, reflect and 

respond to the environmental challenges our world is 
facing today, we would like to provide a way of 
engaging with Laudato Si together, and applying it to 
our lives. There will be  opportunity to walk around the 
church grounds and discuss outline plans for areas of 
development. There will also be prayer, quiet time and 
an open invitation to share ideas, thoughts and hopes 
on nature and our future. We will also be inviting 
members of the ‘Laudato Si: God’s Garden’ group, to 
discover what is happening across our diocese, 
including the work of the Diocesan Environmental 
Group. This will be on Saturday 25th September, 
11am at St Michael’s. All welcome.  
 
An Evening with St Joseph the Worker:  Pope 
Francis has dedicated this year to St Joseph, to mark 
the 150th anniversary of the proclamation of St Joseph 
as Patron of the Universal Church.  On Tuesday 28th 
September at 7.30pm, we will be hosting an online 
event for the Finchale Partnership, exploring the 
central role of St Joseph in the church’s teaching about 
work over the past 150 years, alongside the history of 
St Joseph’s Ushaw Moor and the working people of the 
area during the same period.  Details of the Zoom link 
to join the event will be available in the parish 
Facebook Group, or from 
christine.brennan61@gmail.com. 

 

Praying daily this week:  During the early stages of the pandemic lock-down we 
introduced the idea of ‘Anchor prayer’.  This has nothing to do shipping as such, but it is 
about anchoring or securing our daily lives within God. We are invited to relate to our 
awareness of God all that we see and do.  We are currently enjoying the ‘Season of Creation’ 
from 5 September up to the feast of St Francis of Assisi on 4 October and, each day, we are 
invited to reflect on what we see and hear and breathe.  So, we are all invited, each day this week, to take a few minutes 
of quiet reflection to pray quite simply:   ‘We pray for the seas and all the life-giving waters of the earth.’  After our 
reflection, we might like to conclude with this prayer: 
 
 All powerful God, we praise your creation and look with awe on its power to bring life and healing. 
 Here in our homes, our families, and our communities, may we commit to heal our shared earth 
 and share your gifts in faith and trust. Amen 
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