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HOME MISSION SUNDAY 2021

Today is Home Mission Sunday. We remind ourselves that we, through our
baptism, are called to spread the Good News of Jesus Christ. 
This is our primary task as the disciples of Jesus today, and we do it freely
irrespective of whether a person is young or old, rich or poor, powerful or
vulnerable. 
We pray today for the strength and courage to be true witnesses to Jesus and
his saving death and resurrection.

'There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as
a witness to testify to the light, so that all may believe through him.'

John 1:6-7



Sermon Notes - 18/19 September

“Keep your distance. Save lives” is one of the catch phrases we have become familiar
with during this pandemic, along with “lockdown”, “R number”, “double vaccine”, “face
mask” and “social distancing”. Together with “Stay at home”, this has understandably
turned us all inward for safety. Today, however, we must begin to look out and, if
necessary, learn again the language of engagement as a church which exists more for
those outside than those within.

As Pope Francis puts it in his Apostolic Exhortation The Joy of the Gospel, “each
Christian and every community must discern the path that the Lord points out, but all of
us are asked to obey his call to go forth from our own comfort zone in order to reach all
the ‘peripheries’ in need of the light of the Gospel.” (Evangelii Gaudium, 20).

During these difficult times, as we have kept our distance, we have had to embrace a
going-in and a staying-apart, which inevitably leads to a looking in. However, the
Christian message is about looking out and going out “to proclaim the gospel without
excluding anyone” and being a “people who wish to share their joy” for the church grows
by attraction (Evangelii Gaudium, 15). We are now facing the challenge to look out and
to reach out as we emerge into the new normal of these post-pandemic days.

The disciples in our gospel today didn’t understand and were afraid to ask as Jesus
described to them his forthcoming journey to save the world. As Jesus encouraged them
to look out, they look in and argue about the pecking order and who was first in it. Jesus
teaches them in his embrace of a powerless child, considered of no importance in the
society of the time: here is greatness- the capacity to welcome the least as well as the
greatest, the powerless as well as the powerful.

The Book of Wisdom reminds us that being virtuous brings us into conflict as we
challenge the jealousy and ambition of others that so easily leads to battles for power
and possession. Similarly, St. James in the second reading insists that we seek the
wisdom from above, our baptismal calling which leads away from partiality and hypocrisy
and calls us to be considerate and compassionate.
In this time of change, today is the day to begin again the work of looking out, the
“missionary option”, so that the church’s customs, ways of doing things, times and
schedules, language and structures, can be suitably channelled for the evangelisation of
today’s world rather than for her self-preservation.

Canon Michael Griffiths



Let us pray that we will have the vision and courage to share the
joy of the Gospel with those who we meet.

Let us pray that we will have the wisdom and humility to see and
accept the need for change so that we may be better disciples of
Jesus.

Let us pray that we can journey alongside those in need as
witnesses of Christ’s healing love.

Suggested Bidding Prayers



Welcome back or Welcome home campaigns
An invitation through a postcard or leaflet through the door of those parishioners we haven’t
seen for a while. A suggested card might be:

              

The cards could have details of the times of weekend Masses or a simple welcome
message. Similarly, a 'Welcome to the Parish Community' card could be given to those
joining your local school community, with details of Mass times and the reassurance of a
warm welcome if people are unsure what to do.     

Suggested Evengelisation tools 

If a welcome back invitation does not suit your
local needs, you could possibly send cards to
let people know you are praying for them.                            

The pandemic has left many questioning
the meaning and purpose of their lives. It
might be a good time to run an Alpha
course. There is a new Catholic support
worker in Alpha who is willing to talk and
support parishes through their first Alpha
Course. His details are available via
adminfaith.mission@diocesehn.org.uk 



As we are about to enter the Year of the Eucharist in the diocese, we are encouraged by
Bishop Robert Byrne to come and experience the power of Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament. Adoration is a powerful tool for evangelisation and for some who for many
reasons do not feel they can attend Holy Mass it provides a safe, holy space for them to
gain confidence. How about advertising a feature on Adoration through word of mouth,
bulletins, your local website and social media ensuring those who do not usually attend
know when and where it is happening?

Research suggests that many Catholics do not feel confident talking about their faith, yet
this research identifies that one in five Non-Christians were open to a conversation about
Jesus. How do we grow in confidence to share our faith? 

Whether there’s an established evangelisation team in your parish or something you have
been thinking about establishing, inviting people to explore the ‘Talking Jesus’ series will
inform and inspire a sense of mission. A link to this resource can be found here:
https://talkingjesus.org/

The group could take a section at a time over four sessions. Reading the section before
meeting, then praying and discussing what they have read and exploring ideas of how
they might talk about Jesus in the parish or with people the know and care about.

Suggested Home Mission events 

How about running an evangelisation course in your parish or
Partnership? Alpha and Sycamore both offer a very flexible proven
route to encouraging people to think about their faith. They work well
both online and in person with a real emphasis on fellowship and
community. 

To find out how to get started contact Mike Weetman via
adminfaith.mission@diocesehn.org.uk 
or follow the instructions on the following sites:
https://www.sycamore.fm/

https://talkingjesus.org/

