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Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year B)       :  8 August 2021 

‘I am the living bread’:  Once again today’s first reading, its accompanying psalm and then the  gospel all 
follow a common theme: ‘Taste the food offered to you by the Lord’.  In the first reading, the holy man 
Elijah is fed up: “I’ve had enough, Lord.  I wish I were dead”, and the Lord provides food to sustain him for 
his work. In the ongoing story of the gospel, some were grumbling about Jesus describing himself as ‘living 
bread that would enable people never again to be hungry’. Ridiculous language!  Yet, Jesus insists on 
speaking of himself as ‘bread from heaven’: “Anyone who eats this bread will live for ever”.   Jesus 
describes himself as food that can nourish, nurture, energise us. 
 

• Clearly, Jesus is not a loaf of bread, but what then is the significance of ‘bread’ for us?   
 

• What’s the difference between ‘living’ and simply ‘existing’? 

• What are your feelings, what is your belief, as you approach to receive Holy Communion? 
 

 

 St Joseph’s 
Ushaw Moor 

St Michael’s 
Esh Laude 

Our Lady Queen of Martyrs, 
Newhouse 

Saturday 7 August 
Nineteenth Sunday (B) 

 6.00pm mass 
For everyone in our parish; 
Deceased McLoughlin & 

Ramm families   

  

Sunday 8 August 
Nineteenth Sunday (B) 

   9.30am mass 
For everyone in our parish; 
Terry and Sylvia Hennessy 

 

10.30am mass 
For everyone in our parish; 

Harry & Nancy Adams 

Saturday 14 August 
The Assumption of  
Our Lady into Heaven 

6.00pm mass 
For everyone in our parish; 
Robert and Jim Roche and 

Mary Wilkinson 

  

Sunday 15 August 
The Assumption of  
Our Lady into Heaven 

 9.30am mass 
For everyone in our parish; 

Marion Redmond, 
James and Anne Redmond. 

Maggie Rowntree. 
 

10.30am mass 
For everyone in our parish; 

Coates and Duggan families; 
James & Kathleen Emmerson; 

Joan Davies                                                                                                                 
 

Anniversaries:  St Joseph’s:  Benjamin Counter, Anne Rogers, Violet Joyce, Jane Mountain, Irene Ramm,  
Sandra Fletcher, Edward Joyce, Ruby Stoddart, Norman Laidman. 
St Michael’s:  Fr. Peter Waring. CMF, Kath Calvert, Jane Hogan, James Quigley, Robert Roche, Eileen Quinn,  
Ellen Carey, John Quinn. 
Our Lady, Queen of Martyrs:  Ella Hodgson, Charlotte McKenna, Susan Sands, George Makepeace, Eileen  Briggs, 
George Johnson, Richard Turner, John Jones. 
 

             Church cleaners during this coming week    (Team 2)     
St Joseph’s: St Michael’s: Our Lady Queen of Martyrs: 

Esther Martin, Kyle Oman, 
Joe Cutmore, Bill Donnelly. 

Jill Cox,   John Flynn, 
Anne McMahon. 

Angela McKenna,  Catherine McKeown, 
Colleen Brown, Geraldine Barnes. 

 

  Stewards for next weekend  (14/15 August)    (Team 1)      
St Joseph’s: St Michael’s: Our Lady Queen of Martyrs: 

Christine Brennan, Margaret Coonan, 
Joe Cutmore, Bill Donnelly. 

Anne McMahon,  Jill Cox, 
Shelagh Robinson. 

Cecilia Wharton, Angela McKenna, 
Tom Brennan, Karen Thompson. 

 
Recording of mass:  I’m not sure how many people watch our mass on the ‘St John Boste YouTube’ channel but, 
unfortunately, it cannot be recorded this weekend. Next week it will once again be available by Sunday morning…. 

 

Next weekend we will celebrate the feast of the Assumption of Our Lady into the glory of heaven. 
  
Church collection last weekend:  
St Joseph’s:      Loose Plate  £135.  Gift Aid Envelopes  £60.   
St Michael’s:      Loose Plate   £25;   Gift Aid Envelopes  £63. 
Our Lady, Queen of Martyrs: Loose Plate  £38.    Gift Aid Envelopes  £10.   
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19th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

‘The bread of life’:  The Covid virus is still out there, and people in our area are 
still catching it, but the infection rate does seem to be going down.  Next weekend, 
on the feast of the Assumption of Our Lady into heaven, it will be one year since 
we had our first public mass at St Joseph’s after a break of five long months.  It 
was actually seven months before we had masses at Newhouse and old Esh.  Since 
then, many people have long got into the habit of coming along to share in our 
masses, even though this means phoning in, wearing face coverings, and distancing.  We have simply 
adapted.  Others may not yet have come back to join us for mass. You will be very welcome!  Our churches 
are as safe as anywhere after being thoroughly cleaned before each opening.  Despite distancing, we still 
have need for human company, being with others. The very word ‘company’ means ‘sharing bread with 
others’ (from Latin ‘cum-panis’). There can also be a hunger within us, a hunger for having the Scriptures 
read aloud and a hunger for the Bread of Life which is offered to feed us, sustain us and nurture us.  That is 
precisely what our Scripture readings are about at present: a Jesus who says ‘I am the living bread. Anyone 
who eats this bread will live for ever’. Our bishops invite us to celebrate a full return to being a eucharistic 
Church on the first Sunday of Advent. We can then enjoy being together once more and sharing one 
another’s company, sharing bread together. If, in the meantime, you would like to join us for mass next 
weekend (14/15 August) then please don’t just leave a voicemail message, but speak personally to whoever 
answers on these numbers :            
                               -    01740- 469532 between 10.00am – 2.00pm on Wednesday; 
                               -    07702- 126032 between 5.00 – 6.00pm on Thursday. 
 

Remember: phoning in on a Wednesday can help to avoid the rush in the one-hour slot on Thursday!  
 

 

 
 

Food Bank: Donations to the Food 
Bank are welcomed this 
weekend. Should you feel able to bring 
along any items, they may be placed 
directly into a car at the church door 
before Mass begins. Thank you in 
anticipation. 
 

Ministries:  Our bishops are 
hoping for a return to some 
normality in our churches from 
the first Sunday of Advent.  To 
prepare, it would be good to 
celebrate our ministries through 
having a recommissioning of our 
Readers on 11/12 September, 

then a recommissioning of our Holy Communion 
ministers on 2/3 October.  If Readers, Holy 
Communion ministers, Children’s Liturgists and 
members of counting teams would like to be included 
in new rotas then please speak to the person who 
arranges rotas in your church (Julie Kitching at St 
Joseph’s; Denise Kendall at St Michael’s; Bill 
McCormick at OLQM), or let us know at the Parish 
Office. Incidentally, ministers can now take Holy 
Communion to parishioners at home, but with strict 
precautions.  Latest instructions are available from the 
Parish Office.  

**   St Michael’s:  To prepare for ‘getting back to 
normal’, perhaps we could move the mass at St 
Michael’s back to its more usual time of 9.00am from 
Sunday, 5 September. 
 
Let’s Talk About.. Our new discussion group met for 
the first time recently, and had a good talk about 
synods, and about how important it is for us to be able 
to talk together and learn together about our faith.  
Our next meeting will be on Tuesday 17th August at 
7.30pm, and will be on the theme Let’s Talk About 
….. Strange Things Catholics Do!  If you’ve ever 
thought “why do we do that??”, or if there are any 
strange things Catholics do which you’d like to know 
more about, or would like to tell us about, just come 
along and chat.  Everyone is welcome, and you don’t 
need any special knowledge. 
 
YMT BBQ :    The Youth Ministry Team would like to 
invite you to a BBQ at the Emmaus Youth Village with 
a Sing-Along: Live Hymns Old and New; on Sunday 
15th August from 12-4 pm. The bar will remain open 
after 4 pm. tickets are £5 and covers BBQ and Quiz 
entry. Accommodation is available.   Card payments 
only. Payment would be taken on the day of arrival; 
however, booking is essential.   For room pricing and 
to book rooms or tickets, please 
email phillip.salkeld@ymt.org.  

 
 

Restrictions :  In recent months we’ve heard a lot about infections, self-isolation, quarantine, ‘Track & Trace’, 
distancing and the closing of businesses, including the hospitality trade.  Here is something I read recently: ‘If anyone 
is found to have the infection then their house is to be shut up. No person is to go in or come out of the infected house, 
upon pain of punishment. Where several residents live in a house and someone in that house is infected, then no-one  
is permitted to leave that house without a certificate from the Examiner of Health.  ‘Searchers’  are appointed to 
search for those houses where there are infections so that these houses can be shut up.  No Searcher is permitted to 
keep any shop or stall or have any employment at all. As soon as anyone in any house complains of being unwell 
without apparent cause of some other disease then the master of the house should inform the Examiner of Health. 
That house should then be isolated for a month. If anyone should have visited someone else known to be infected, 
then he and his home should be shut up for a certain number of days, at the Examiner’s direction. No items may be 
moved out of a house where there is infection. No-one dying of the infection can remain in any church during public 
worship, and public gatherings at burials are not permitted. All plays, games, singing or gatherings of people are 
utterly prohibited and the offending parties severely punished. Meals in taverns, alehouses and other places of 
entertainment are not allowed and careless or rowdy drinking in alehouses and coffee houses shall be severely 
looked into as the greatest occasion of  dispersing the infection.’  
(Daniel Defoe writing about life in London during the Great Plague of 1665) 
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