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Twenty Second Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year B)    :  29 August 2021 

Restrictions and rules:   Since the first lock-down in March 2020 we have got used to the idea of having 
restrictions. More recently, there has been a certain amount of kicking against any restrictions but, at first, 
we happily accepted all the rules for the safety and benefit of all.  Restrictions, rules and laws: that is what 
today’s readings are about. In today’s first reading Moses tells the people of Israel that the laws that they 
have are actually a sign of God’s blessing and favour, prompting other nations  to see the keeping of these 
laws as a source of wisdom and prudence. In the gospel, Jesus pursues this idea by saying that simply 
keeping the rules cannot be a substitute for following the spirit of the laws.   So, it is not about the correct 
way of washing our hands or our dishes; it is more to  do with a cleansing of our hearts. Rules and laws 
affect only external things but, in reality, renewal comes only with a change internally. 
 

 St Joseph’s 
Ushaw Moor 

St Michael’s 
Esh Laude 

Our Lady Queen of Martyrs, 
Newhouse 

Saturday 28 August 
Twenty second Sunday (B) 

6.00pm mass 
For everyone in our parish; 

Ann Cutmore; Jim McQuillan 
 

 

  

Sunday 29 August 
Twenty second Sunday (B) 

 9.30am mass 
For everyone in our parish; 

James Sherry 
 

10.30am mass 
For everyone in our parish; 
Peel & Rochford Families  

Saturday 4 September 
Twenty third Sunday (B) 

6.00pm mass 
For everyone in our parish; 

Margaret & Joe Bell    
 

  

Sunday 5 September 
Twenty third Sunday (B) 

 9.00am mass 
For everyone in our parish 

 

10.30am mass 
For everyone in our parish 

 
 

 

Recently deceased:  Pat Brennan (Esh) died on Monday morning. Funeral at St Michael’s, Tuesday 7 September. 
 
 

For over 50 years Fr Michael Sharratt has been resident as a lecturer at Ushaw College and, over the years, many of 
our local people who have had connections with the college got to know him and certainly recognised him.  Two 
months ago, he moved to the Little Sisters Care Home in Newcastle and, more recently, he was admitted to hospital 
where he died on Wednesday evening. 
 

Fr William O’Gorman.  Before his retirement in August 2020, Fr O’Gorman had been parish priest of St Michael’s, 
Houghton le Spring for 48 years. He died on 12 August. 
 

 

Anniversaries:  St Joseph’s:  Anne Cutmore, James Hughes, Pauline Stone, Thomas McQuillan, Wilfred Manford, 
Iris Coxon. 
Our Lady, Queen of Martyrs:  Michael Brennan, Jimmy Hughes, Maureen Hayton, John Reed, Isabella Linsley, 
Mary Sullivan, George Daughtery, Joseph McKenna, Norah Turner, Kenneth Robson, Mary Finchen. 
St Michael’s:  Mary Rowntree, Jack Gray, Fiona Ballantine, Ronald Noel Ives, John Hall, Mildred Sands, Jack Tobin, 
Joseph McKenna, Lawrence Welsh, Bill Salmon, Annie Callan. 
 

             Church cleaners during this coming week    (Team 2)     
St Joseph’s: St Michael’s: Our Lady Queen of Martyrs: 

Esther Martin, Kyle Oman, 
Joe Cutmore, Bill Donnelly. 

Jill Cox,   John Flynn, 
Anne McMahon. 

Angela McKenna,  Catherine McKeown, 
Colleen Brown, Geraldine Barnes. 

 

  Stewards for next weekend  (4/5 September)    (Team 2)     
St Joseph’s: St Michael’s: Our Lady Queen of Martyrs: 

Elsie Vasey, John Alderton, 
Esther Martin, Lynn Dumighan. 

Stuart Cox, John Flynn, 
Karen Thompson. 

Colleen Brown, Angela McKenna, 
Kevin Quigley, Catherine McKeown. 

 
 

Church collection last weekend:  
St Joseph’s:      Loose Plate  £69.70  Gift Aid Envelopes  £34 
St Michael’s:      Loose Plate  £43;   Gift Aid Envelopes  £120 
Our Lady, Queen of Martyrs: Loose Plate  £29    Gift Aid Envelopes  £5 
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22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

 

Welcome:  Over the next few weeks we can expect some visiting priests to our churches. Today, at St Michael’s and 
Our Lady Queen of Martyrs, we warmly welcome Fr Barrie McKenzie.  He is now retired and lives in Trimdon.  He is 
part of our Finchale Partnership and works closely with Fr Shaun Swales in Blessed Edmund Duke parish which covers 
Coxhoe, Trimdon, and Sedgefield.   Next Saturday and for the following Saturdays, Fr Paul Tully, our hospital 
chaplain, will be with us for mass at St Joseph’s.  Next Sunday morning, Canon Paul Douthwaite will be with us at St 
Michael’s and at Our Lady, Queen of Martyrs churches.  
 

An interesting fact is that the infection rate is very high in our area at present, and yet no-one really 
speaks about it anymore, not like a few months ago. Some people wear face coverings in shops and other 
venues, but many don’t and, all in all, there is a far greater sense of normality around. This is possibly a 
good thing since we will have to learn to live with Covid. However, it can cause confusion. At funerals in our 
churches, for example, we are still called upon to wear face coverings and maintain distancing yet, after the 
funeral, people often crowd into the pub together. This can be confusing! It can also make our own attempts 
at distancing more difficult. Yet, in terms of risk assessment, this is what is asked of us in our churches. So, 
we ask your patience and continued cooperation.  So, for now …..  
1. we are still asked to use hand sanitiser when we enter/leave church;  
2. we are still asked to wear face masks that cover both mouth and nose all the time we are in church;  
3. we are still asked to sit during the eucharistic prayer of the mass (so that safe distancing is   
                 maintained rather than have some people sitting and others, behind them, kneeling close); 
4. we are still asked to phone in to book a place at masses rather than simply turn up.  
 
 

I know people can be tempted simply to leave a voicemail message, but then the person taking calls needs to 
call back all those people who have left messages. Frustrating! Please don’t leave a voicemail message but 
speak to a real person on the end of the phone who can ensure that you have a seat at the mass and, also, 
please try not to ‘turn up’ without booking your place in advance. If you should want to attend any of our 
masses next weekend (4/5 September), please ring one of these numbers during the times given.  This will 
ensure that our sacristans have enough time to sort out the correct number of mass sheets and hosts needed 
for masses :            -    0191- 366 9465   between 10.00am – 2.00pm on Wednesday; 
                                -    0191- 447 5308  between 5.00 – 6.00pm on Thursday.   
 

 
**   St Michael’s:  To prepare for ‘getting back to normal’, perhaps we could move the mass at St Michael’s back to its 
more usual time of 9.00am from next weekend, Sunday, 5 September. 
 

Parish Office:  Lisa will be still be on holiday this week and so will not be in the Parish Office. The office will 
therefore be closed this week. 
 

On-line resources:  Over the months Zoom has allowed so many things to be shared on-line for those who have 
access to computers.   We have had Pastoral Council meetings on Zoom, for example. We have also had Green Team 
meetings to think about our local environment, and discussion groups in which we have spoken about the sometimes 
‘strange’ things that Catholics do. (What sort of ‘strange’ things? you might ask: things like why do Catholics 
genuflect? Why does the priest where funny clothes at mass? Why does religious art portray saints as having haloes? 
Why have Catholics sometimes been referred to as ‘left-footers’?)  Both of these meetings are open to anyone who 
would like to take part. Then, apart from this, we have our diocese offering all sorts of resources and material for 
prayer and discussion.  These can usually be found on the diocesan website:  rcdhn.org.uk     Lots of stuff available!  
 

Food bank:   Next weekend will be the first weekend of September and so we invite contributions to the food bank.  
 

FIRST STEPS – Exploring the Catholic Faith Online:   Are you wondering about your relationship with God 
and not sure where to start?  Are you interested in discovering what Catholics believe? An on-line course with the 
diocese will start on Zoom on Wednesday, 22 September at 7.00pm.  Contact the Parish Office for details. 
 

Ministries: Over the past 18 months, during the Covid pandemic, many ministries in the Church been under-used.  
Perhaps we are now ready to invite our various ministers to service once more.  A few people, though not all, have now 
got in touch to say whether they are once again happy to take up their various ministries as Reader, Holy Communion 
minister, Children’s Liturgist, member of a counting team etc. This will help us to prepare rotas for future months. If 
you were not on original rotas but would like to join, for example, the Readers’ rota or counting team, do let us know. 
Please contact Julie Kitching for St Joseph’s, Denise Kendall for St Michael’s, or Bill McCormick for Our Lady Queen 
of Martyrs.  Or else, contact our Parish Office and we can forward you message. Thank you.  
 

 

Green Team:  We will have a further meeting of our Green Team this Thursday, 2 September, at 7.00pm. on Zoom. 
Everyone very welcome to share in this, whether or not you have been involved in previous meetings. 
 

Newsletters: (1) : Next weekend’s newsletter will be printed very early in the coming week, probably on Monday. 
This is just to mention that items you may wand included may need to wait till next week.  Sorry! 
 

                           (2): Perhaps those people who deliver newsletters to parishioners without internet access to our 
website could collect their bundles after the weekend mass at whichever church you attend.   Thank you.  
 

Need a priest? :  If you should need priest urgently this week, please contact Fr Andrew Downie (St Cuthbert’s, 
Durham)  on 0191- 384 3442 


