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  E-mail: ushawmoor.stjohnboste@rcdhn.org.uk 
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Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year B)  :  1 August 2021 

John’s gospel, chapter 6:  Our gospel story at mass is currently being serialised over 
five weeks.  Each week takes us a little deeper to a further layer of meaning.  Last week, we 
heard about the crowd that had gathered on the hillside to listen to Jesus’ message.  But 
there seemed to be no food around to satisfy the rumbling tummies. Except that a small 
boy had a sandwich box with five small bread buns and two fish. These he offered to 
Jesus.  Interestingly, Jesus graciously took what was offered, gave thanks to God, and 
then got his disciples to distribute this seemingly tiny amount of food to the vast crowd. 
The message seemed to be that the Lord will always accept what we offer of ourselves, 
however small, and then will achieve with that gift things beyond our wildest 

expectations. That was last week. But, by today, the news about free food has spread! Even bigger crowds turn up for a 
free lunch. And Jesus noticed the additional numbers:  ‘You are not looking for me because you have seen the signs, 
but because you had all the food you wanted to eat.’  Jesus goes on to say, ‘Do not work for food that cannot last, but 
work for food that endures to eternal life, the kind of food the Son of Man is offering you‘.  So, the question being to 
put to us: 

• What do you work for and strive for in your life?    What is your dream, your hope? 

• How do you try to seek contentment, and satisfy the ‘hunger’ within you?  

• Have you ever thought about reading the gospels as if for the first time, to hear what Jesus is saying to you? 

• Slowly read Jesus’ words.  Don’t hurry.  Savour his message.   Let Jesus’ words feed you. 
 

 St Joseph’s 
Ushaw Moor 

St Michael’s 
Esh Laude 

Our Lady Queen of Martyrs, 
Newhouse 

Saturday 31July 
Eighteenth Sunday (B) 

6.00pm mass 
For everyone in our parish; 

Veronica Mountain                                                                                                      

  

Sunday 1 August 
Eighteenth Sunday (B) 

   9.30am mass 
For everyone in our parish; 

Joan Brennan 
 

10.30am mass 
For everyone in our parish. 

 

Saturday 7 August 
Nineteenth Sunday (B) 

6.00pm mass 
For everyone in our parish; 

 

  

Sunday 8 August 
Nineteenth Sunday (B) 

   9.30am mass 
For everyone in our parish; 
Terry and Sylvia Hennessy 

 

10.30am mass 
For everyone in our parish; 

Harry & Nancy Adams 

 

Church cleaners during this week    (Team 1)     
St Joseph’s: St Michael’s: Our Lady Queen of Martyrs: 

Elsie Vasey, Margaret Coonan, 
Claire Oman, Janet Dawson. 

Jill Cox, Eileen Tallentire, 
Stuart Cox, Shelagh Robinson. 

Angela McKenna,   Cecilia Wharton, 
Kevin Quigley, Catherine McKeown. 

 

Stewards for next weekend  (7/8 August)    (Team 2)     
St Joseph’s: St Michael’s: Our Lady Queen of Martyrs: 

Elsie Vasey, John Alderton, 
Esther Martin, Lynn Dumighan. 

Stuart Cox, John Flynn, 
Karen Thompson. 

Colleen Brown, Angela McKenna, 
Kevin Quigley, Catherine McKeown. 

 

 

Anniversaries:  St. Michael’s:   Tom Goundry, William Brennan, Charlotte Marley, Jacqueline May, Anthony 
Hogan, Margaret Welsh, Zara Marie Gilroy, Arthur Openshaw, Mary McKeown, John Turnbull, Louisa Weighill. 
Our Lady, Queen of Martyrs:  Olive Rooney, Jacqueline May, Edward Condron, Agnes Patterson, Peter 
Richardson, Terence McQuillan, Anthony Hogan, James Harrison, Andrew Brady, John Turnbull, Peter Doyle. 
St Joseph’s:  Ellen Gallagher, George Blakey, Arthur McLoughlin, Jane Chicken, Bob Middleton, Michael Murray, 
Minnie McLoughlin, Mary Keogan. 

 

Church collection last weekend:  
St Joseph’s:      Loose Plate  £120.  Gift Aid Envelopes  £75.   
St Michael’s:      Loose Plate   £24;  Gift Aid Envelopes  ££41. 
Our Lady, Queen of Martyrs: Loose Plate  £56.92.  Gift Aid Envelopes  £5.   
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18th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Covid restrictions:   Because current infection levels in the North East remain 
high, then all present precautions in our churches are to remain in place until 
further notice. If you have an i-phone, you can click on to the QR code at the 
entrance of each of our churches. This ‘Quick Response’ icon is what looks like  a 
barcode and can be a great help for the NHS ‘Test & Trace’. We also ask you to 
make full use of the hand sanitiser and to wear a face covering which covers both your mouth and your nose 
throughout your time in church. Please don’t pull down your face mask to speak to others! On leaving the 
church, let’s not gather close to the exit door but stand well away, and not too closely to one another. We are 
gradually trying to live with the virus, but it has not disappeared; we still need to be cautious since it is an 
airborne virus that can spread from person to person on our breath as we speak to one another. This is why 
distancing is still helpful. In all things we are invited to act responsibly. Our churches are thoroughly 
cleaned with disinfectant before each opening and then the distancing between us in church also seeks to 
control infection. Our churches are as safe as they can be!  So, if you should want to attend mass next 
weekend (7/8 August) don’t simply leave a voicemail message, but speak personally to whoever answers on 
these numbers                         
 

                               -    01740- 469532 between 10.00am – 2.00pm on Wednesday; 
                               -    07702- 126032 between 5.00 – 6.00pm on Thursday. 
 

Perhaps you would like to try to phone on Wednesday to avoid the rush in the one-hour slot on Thursday.  
 

 

Ministries:  With the 
newsletter last week came 
a statement from our 
English bishops saying we 
are hoping for a return to 
some normality in our 
churches from the first 
Sunday of Advent. In preparation for this we aim to re-
establish rotas of Readers, Holy Communion 
ministers, Children’s Liturgists, counters, etc.  If, in 
pre-pandemic days, you exercised any ministry or if, 
over these past months, you have become a Reader, 
you might like to offer yourselves for new rotas.  If so, 
you might like to contact the person at your church 
who looks after rotas, or let us know at the Parish 
Office. Incidentally, ministers can now take Holy 
Communion to parishioners at home, but with strict 
precautions. You will need a face covering and 
disposable gloves and also, you must not visit more 
than one household at a time, for fear of spreading 
infection.  Latest instructions are available from the 
Parish Office.  

 
Green Team: July 24th to 
August 8th is National 
Marine Week: a chance to 
celebrate our seas (home to 
over half of all our wildlife - 
more than 30,000 species) and 
our coastline habitats (such as 

cliffs, caves, chasms, mountains, dunes and plains). 
Did you know that in the UK you’re never more than 
70 miles from the coast? People have flocked to the 
seaside during the recent good weather. Whilst the 
mantra is ‘leave only footprints’ sadly this is often not 
the case….        If you are a consumer of seafood, the 
message we hear is that it must be ‘responsibly 
sourced’. As with much of our food, ideally it would be 
produced locally and in season. It is worth checking for 
certification (by asking or looking on any packaging). 
Another idea is to consider experimenting with 
alternatives to those varieties most commonly bought 
in the UK.   What are you doing to ensure the seafood 
you buy is ‘sustainable’? Or have you looked to reduce 
your intake (perhaps on grounds of health, ethics 
and/or sustainability)? We hope to explore this a little 
further in future weeks.  
 

Food Bank: The Trussell Trust (affiliated to 1471 food 
banks, including County Durham) continue to provide 
emergency food to people in crisis, whilst having a 
vision of a UK without the need for food banks. 
Donations are welcomed next weekend (7/8 
August). Should you feel able to bring along any items, 
they may be placed directly into a car before Mass 
begins. This will be parked as close to the church 
entrance as possible. Thank you in anticipation. 

Lourdes:  As the Diocese in unable to travel to 
Lourdes this year, there will be a ‘Virtual Pilgrimage’, 
providing opportunities for our Pilgrimage Family to 
join together in prayer and worship. The ‘Virtual 
Pilgrimage’ started on Saturday, 31 July but, during 
this coming week, there will be a Service of Healing 
and a Bereavement Service. You can access the links to 
the services via the Pilgrimage website: 
www.hexhamandnewcastlelourdespilgrimage.co.uk or 
searching YouTube for HN-Lourdes Hospitalite.     

Let’s Talk About.. Our new discussion 
group met for the first time recently, and 
had a good talk about synods, and about 
how important it is for us to be able to 
talk together and learn together about our 
faith.  Our next meeting will be on 

Tuesday 17th August at 7.30pm, and will be on the 
theme Let’s Talk About ….. Strange Things 
Catholics Do!  If you’ve ever thought “why do we do 
that??”, or if there are any strange things Catholics do 
which you’d like to know more about, or would like to 
tell us about, just come along and chat.  Everyone is 
welcome, and you don’t need any special knowledge. 
 

Ushaw: Lots of events and exhibitions are once again 
taking place at Ushaw.  It’s worth having a look on-line 
at what is coming up soon. Just google ‘Ushaw 
College’.  There is now a fee for an annual pass which is 
£19 for an individual and £39 for a family of two adults 
and two children.   However, if you are fortunate 
enough to live in the DH7 postcode then your reduced 
fee will be only £9-50 for an individual and £19-50 for 
a family!   And this will last a year. 
 

Next weekend’s readings:  1 Kings 19: 4-8;  
Ephesians 4: 30 -  5:2;  John 6: 41-51.  ‘I am the living 
bread come down from heaven.  Anyone who eats this 
bread will live for ever.’  

 

http://www.hexhamandnewcastlelourdespilgrimage.co.uk/

