
St John Boste Parish, West Durham
Esh, Esh Winning, Langley Park and Ushaw Moor

St John Boste Pastoral Office, Durham Road, Ushaw Moor, Durham. DH7 7LF
Priest: Father David Coxon Tel: (0191) 373 0219
Secretary: Lisa Hatton Tel: (0191) 373 0219

Office Hours: Tues – Thurs from 9.30am–2.30pm
E-mail: ushawmoor.stjohnboste@rcdhn.org.uk

(stjosephs.ushawmoor@btopenworld.com)
Website: wdrcp.org

Primary Schools: St Joseph’s, Ushaw Moor: Tel. (0191) 373 0355
Our Lady Queen of Martyrs, Esh Winning: Tel. (0191) 373 4343
St Michael’s Esh Laude: Tel. (0191) 373 1205

Hospital
R C Chaplain Father Paul Tully Tel. (01388) 818544

Please telephone the Chaplain if you have someone in hospital who would like a visit.

Feast of ‘Corpus Christi’: The Body and Blood of Christ : 7 June 2021
Sharing in the one loaf: It can be difficult trying to understand or explain some of the
central aspects of our faith. Take last week’s feast of the Trinity, for example: how do you
explain to a friend that God is ‘Father’, and ‘Son’, and ‘Spirit’ - and yet there is only one God?
Then, for Christians, the eucharist is immensely important; but how do we begin to
communicate the presence of Jesus in the bread and wine of holy communion? The temptation

is to over-simplify. We might say that the bread we receive in Holy Communion is ‘special bread’. True, but that
doesn’t tell us much. Or we say that ‘Holy Communion is Jesus’. Again, true. But, again, it doesn’t tell us much. St
Paul used the example of an uncut loaf of bread from which each person tears a piece: ‘The fact that there is only one
loaf means that, though there are many of us, we form a single body because we all have a share in this one loaf’.
The word ‘communion’ means togetherness; literally ‘in union with one another’. So, Jesus says, ‘This is my body; this
is my blood; this is ME’. Whenever you eat this, you are being fed, nourished, nurtured by ME. And, whenever you
share in this bread and wine you are pledging yourselves to work together to bring ME into the lives of all you meet.

St Joseph’s
Ushaw Moor

St Michael’s
Esh Laude

Our Lady Queen of Martyrs,
Newhouse

Saturday 5 June
Feast of Corpus Christi (B)

6.00pm mass
For everyone in our parish
Ron Jackson ; Jim Rae

Sunday 6 June
Feast of Corpus Christi (B)

9.30am mass
For everyone in our parish

John Tallentire, Tony Gibbons,
Karl Stonebank.

10.30am mass
For everyone in our parish

Christine Potts

Saturday 12 June
Eleventh Sunday (B)

6.00pm mass
For everyone in our parish;

Maureen Hallam
Sunday 13 June
Eleventh Sunday (B)

9.30am mass
For everyone in our parish

Marion Redmond

10.30am mass
For everyone in our parish

Thomas & Elizabeth Patterson;
Rita Hogan

Anniversaries:
St Michael’s: John Traynor, Angela McNaughton, Fred Thornton, Thomas Hewitson.
Our Lady, Queen of Martyrs: Patrick Moran, Richard Coad, Joseph Makepeace, William Curtis, John Traynor,
John Shoulders, Isabella Hughes, Winnie Doyle, Isobel Elsdon.
St Joseph’s: Mona Brown, Jimmy Connolly, Mary Platten, Patrick Jennings, George Morris, Joseph Quigley, Kevin
McMahon, Matthew Routledge.

Church cleaners during this coming week (Team 2)
St Joseph’s: St Michael’s: Our Lady Queen of Martyrs:
Esther Martin, Kyle Oman,
Joe Cutmore, Bill Donnelly.

Jill Cox, John Flynn,
Anne McMahon.

Angela McKenna, Catherine McKeown,
Colleen Brown, Geraldine Barnes.

Stewards for next weekend (12/13 June) (Team 2)
St Joseph’s: St Michael’s: Our Lady Queen of Martyrs:
Elsie Vasey, John Alderton,
Esther Martin, Lynn Dumighan.

Stuart Cox, John Flynn,
Karen Thompson.

Colleen Brown, Angela McKenna,
Kevin Quigley,Catherine McKeown.

Faith and Science: The role of the Vatican Observatory: A talk by Br. Guy Consolmagno SJ, the Director of
the Vatican Observatory. This is a joint Durham University Chaplaincy / St. Cuthbert’s Parish event and everyone from
the Partnership is welcome. The talk will be on Friday 18 June at 4.00pm, on Zoom. The dial in details will be
available in all the parish Facebook Groups or by email from margaretdoyle1066@sky.com.
If you are not able to join us for the talk, a recording will be available afterwards on St. Cuthbert’s YouTube channel.
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Feast of the BODY AND BLOOD OF CHRIST

The Dates and the Data: The past few months have been a bit of a balancing act at all levels. Allowing people to
have their freedom while, at the same time, trying to prevent the spread of the virus. In our own churches ‘safety’ has
been our top priority. From Day One we could have had one-metre distancing in our churches but two metres had to
be safer than one metre. Now, many people are feeling more confident, largely through having had at least one
vaccination. But the ‘Indian variant’ of the virus remains very much a cause for concern. At some point, perhaps on 21
June, Step 4 of the government’s Roadmap out of lock-down will ease most restrictions. To help us move towards that
situation in a way that is a phased and gradual approach, I propose that, from next weekend, we seek to reduce
distancing in our churches to one metre. But remember, the virus is still there! So, as ever, it is a balancing act:
reducing the distancing, but being vigilant about all precautions against the virus. Absolutely vigilant. When you
come into our churches, please sanitise your hands thoroughly. Make sure you wear a face covering that, at all times
in the church, covers your mouth and your nose - except for when you receive Holy Communion. Please don’t lower
your face covering to make yourself heard in conversation. And, in your bench, do not shuffle up to be closer to your
friends! One metre is about the length of a supermarket trolley. If you can’t park a trolley between yourself and the
next individual in the bench then you are too close! Sorry to be so direct, but the virus is still live and can spread in
aerosol and droplets when we breathe out. We need to continue to balance freedom with safety.
And remember: if you have any of these symptoms, please do not attend mass:

1. a high temperature;
2. a new persistent cough;
3. a loss of taste or smell.

If you have any of these symptoms, please self-isolate at home and seek a test in case you have picked up the virus.
So, if you wish to attend any of our masses next weekend (13/14 June) please phone to book a place ….

> 0191- 373 0219 between 10.00am – 2.00pm onWednesday
> 07702- 126032 between 5.00 – 6.00pm on Thursday.

Baptisms: We haven’t had any baptisms for well over a
year. They are now permitted again, but with fairly tight
regulations, for reasons of ongoing safety. We can have
only one baptism at a time and there is also the very
practical need to clean the church before every service -
including a baptism. This puts additional work on to our
group of volunteer cleaners. Preparation for baptism
cannot be done with a large group of parents but can
now happen with each couple individually. But since
baptism is about welcoming the child into our ‘faith-
community’ then this provides a tremendous
opportunity for parents and families to think about their
own personal journey of faith, about deepening their
faith, and what it means for them to seek to become
more a part of our faith-community themselves. Life
isn’t back to normal yet, unfortunately, but at least it’s a
little more normal than it was!

The Sign of Peace: It is good to see the imagination
used to have a non-physical-contact ‘Sign of Peace’ at
our masses. I think we could probably see the smiles in
people’s eyes.

Food bank: collection this
weekend as you arrive for mass.
In May, 91.2kg of food was
donated. Many thanks for your
generosity. The items that are
urgently needed at present are

long life fruit juice, UHT milk, sugar, sponge puddings
and toilet rolls.

Minsteracres: This well-known retreat centre is set in
110 acres of beautiful woodland and parkland which
offers peaceful surroundings and a place to restore
batteries for those who have been through challenging
times. If you would like to share your skills or learn new
ones, meet people, or simply help the Minsteracres team
to provide their unique service then you can discover
more about volunteering at www.minsteracres.org

Fr Peter Stoddart : Peter is from Ushaw Moor and
was ordained priest in July 2017. He has served as
assistant priest at Hexham and at St Mary’s cathedral,
Newcastle. He has now been appointed parish priest of
Our Lady of Lourdes, Shotton and St Joseph’s, Murton.
Congratulations!

Green Team: in last weekend’s newsletter we raised
the idea of setting up a parish ‘Green Team’, to
incorporate caring for creation and working against the
climate emergency into the everyday work of our parish.
Thank you to those who have responded so far. If you
have any skills, interest or curiosity in this matter we
would love to hear from you. We would also like to know:
what do you consider to be the environmental issues of
concern in our parish – perhaps the climate crisis?
Environmental justice? Parish energy use? Something
else?? Please share your thoughts and ideas with a
Pastoral Council member or contact our parish office.
Thank you.

The Catholic Petition: Catholics are encouraged to lift
up the voices of the most vulnerable and advocate on
their behalf by signing the 'Healthy Planet, Healthy
People' petition at https://thecatholicpetition.org/ . The
petition asks world leaders who will gather at two big
UN summits later this year (COP15 and COP26) to listen
to Pope Francis and establish agreements that will help
us repair our common home.

Next week (11th Sunday of year B): The readings
will be Ezekiel 17: 22-24; 2 Corinthians 5: 6-10; Mark 4:
26-34. So, what’s happening in your garden at present?
The seeds and plants are growing; each morning you
take a look and notice them getting bigger. That, says,
Jesus, is what the kingdom of God is like! God’s
kingdom, God’s influence, is quietly growing, gradually
touching the lives of more and more people and
pervading the whole of creation.

https://thecatholicpetition.org/
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