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Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year B)       :  20 June 2021 

The cruel sea:  For most of June we have had gloriously sunny weather.  Many 
people headed for the coast to build sand castles and to leap into the sea.  The sea 
can be delightful; the gentle movement of the waves helps us to relax.  But then the 
sea can be rough. Very rough. And so, in antiquity, the sea came to represent 
danger, if not actual evil.  And this is the background to today’s Scripture readings.  
In the first reading the Lord poetically tells the man called Job that God has 

absolute power over the sea. Then, in the gospel, Jesus and his friends are in a boat during a storm. The disciples are 
terrified, but Jesus ‘rebukes the wind and says to the sea, “Quiet now!  Be calm!”  The Lord overcomes ‘evil’.  So, what 
are the storms going on in your life just now?  Where are the dangers and the concerns that bother you?  You are 
invited to bring them before the Lord so that he can take command and calm the storms. 
 

 St Joseph’s 
Ushaw Moor 

St Michael’s 
Esh Laude 

Our Lady Queen of Martyrs, 
Newhouse 

Saturday 19 June 
Twelfth Sunday (B) 

6.00pm mass 
For everyone in our parish; 

Jack Tobin  

  

Sunday 20 June 
Twelfth Sunday (B) 

   9.30am mass 
For everyone in our parish; 

Tony Fagan. 

 

10.30am mass 
For everyone in our parish 

 John Hogan; Gerard Slevin, 
Sheila & Bob Collinson                                        

Saturday 26 June 
Thirteenth Sunday (B) 

6.00pm mass 
For everyone in our parish; 

Kevin McLoughlin 

  

Sunday 27 June 
Thirteenth Sunday (B) 

   9.30am mass 
For everyone in our parish; 

Edith Robinson. 

10.30am mass 
For everyone in our parish; 

Christine Quigley & Quigley Family  
 

Anniversaries:  St Michael’s:  Joan Hutchinson, Doris Bernie, Kathleen Douse, Robert Callan,  
Hilda Mary Brennan, Albert Quinn, Bill Smith, Frederick Seymour. 
Our Lady, Queen of Martyrs:   Patrick Fehiely, Annie Comerford, Tommy March, Peter Boyle, William Brown, 
John Rowntree, Henry Maitland. 
St Joseph’s:  Frances Fletcher, Thomas Clough, Rose Ward, Peter Boyle, Tom Stoddart, Hilda Stoddart. 
 
Church cleaners for next weekend’s masses    (Team 1)     
St Joseph’s: St Michael’s: Our Lady Queen of Martyrs: 
Elsie Vasey, Margaret Coonan, 
Claire Oman, Janet Dawson. 

Jill Cox, Eileen Tallentire, 
Stuart Cox, Shelagh Robinson. 

Angela McKenna,   Cecilia Wharton, 
Kevin Quigley, Catherine McKeown. 

 

Stewards for next weekend  (12/13 June)    (Team 2)     
  St Joseph’s:   St Michael’s:   Our Lady Queen of Martyrs: 
  Elsie Vasey, John Alderton, 

Esther Martin, Lynn Dumighan. 
      Stuart Cox, John Flynn, 
           Karen Thompson. 

  Colleen Brown, Angela McKenna, 
 Kevin Quigley,Catherine McKeown. 

 

‘Laudato si’:   We may have heard quite a lot recently about this. But what does it mean?  “Laudato si’, mi’ Signore” 
means “Praise be to you, my Lord”.  The words are taken from the beautiful canticle of Saint Francis of Assisi in which 
he reminds us that the Earth is our common home which is like a sister with whom we share our life, and a beautiful 
mother who opens her arms to embrace us. Five years ago, Pope Francis' wrote an encyclical letter which began with 
these words and ‘Laudato Si' remains a profound invitation to everyone on the planet to care for our common home. 
 

Icons of the Northern Saints :   An exhibition of icons of well-loved Northern saints from Anglo-Saxon to 
Elizabethan times.   The icons reflect people of faith from every walk of life – from housewives to kings, from hermits 
to bishops. They were “written” by a group of keen amateur iconographers at the Oaklea Centre in Sunderland. Icon 
workshops are held there every year and have attracted a number of enthusiastic followers.  The exhibition will run 
from 17th June to 4th July in St Joseph’s Chapel, Ushaw.   Free with entry pass. 
 
Thank you   …. to those who came along to St Joseph’s again on Saturday and once again did a great job clearing 
weeds and tidying up.  Many thanks! 

 

 

 

mailto:ushawmoor.stjohnboste@rcdhn.org.uk


 

  

 

 

12th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

One metre distancing:  Last weekend we reduced the distancing in our churches 
to one metre, which is about the length of a supermarket trolley.  This change needs 
to be a balanced move because we are reducing the distance at a time when the 
infection rate is again rising. Step 4 of the government’s Roadmap out of Lockdown 
has been delayed until 19 July. These next few weeks offer time for a change which, 
in many ways, is a psychological move so that we can all adapt gently to a lifting of 
restrictions in a phased and gradual way. To move in one fell swoop from 2 metres 
to no restrictions at all after 15 months of distancing could create anxiety for some 
people and we need to avoid that.  It remains important that we do all that we can to allow people to feel 
safe in our churches. Many people have said that they feel much safer in our churches than they do in 
supermarkets or in so many other places. This is because of the great work of our stewards and cleaners and 
the fact that most people coming into our churches are doing their best to abide by instructions. At 
distancing of only one metre it is even more important than before that we remain vigilant and abide by 
regulations to ensure our safety. The virus is still out there and, currently, the infection rate is rising once 
more - including in our immediate area -  so we need to continue to follow precautions against spreading 
infection.   If you have any of these symptoms, please do not attend mass:   
             1.   a high temperature; 
             2.   a new persistent cough; 
             3.   a loss of taste or smell. 
If you have any symptoms, please self-isolate at home and seek a test in case you have picked up the virus.      
     a.   When you come into our churches, please sanitise your hands thoroughly.   
     b.  Apart from the moment when you are about to receive Holy Communion make sure you wear a face 
covering that, at all times in the church, covers both your mouth and also your nose.  Remember, the virus 
is still live and in our neighbourhood and it can spread in aerosol and droplets whenever we breathe out. 
That’s why it is important to cover your nose too. Please don’t lower your face covering to make yourself 
heard in conversation.  
     c.   In your bench, do not shuffle up to be closer to your friends!  While we may wish to stand for the 
gospel and for those other parts of the mass, I suggest that for the rest of the mass we sit and do not 
kneel.  The reason for this is that if the person in front of you is sitting down, and you decide to kneel, then 
the distance between you will drop from one metre to about 60 cm (24 inches).  Too close!!    
The phone numbers given in the newsletter to book a place for mass may change every week or two but if 
you wish to attend any of our masses next weekend (26/27 June) please don’t simply leave a voicemail, but 
speak in person to the one who answers on these numbers  …. 
                 >      01740-469532 between 10.00am – 2.00pm on Wednesday      
                 >      0191- 447 5308 between 5.00 – 6.00pm on Thursday.  
 

Day for Life:…  is the day in the Church’s year 
dedicated to raising awareness about the meaning and 
value of human life at every stage and in every 
condition. Next weekend we will take a retiring 
collection to support this. 

Green Team: Last weekend’s news 
was all about the G7 meeting in 
Cornwall.  CAFOD wanted to hear 
world leaders make commitments to 
vaccinating the world, cancelling the 
debt and tackling the climate crisis. 
Wow!  However, as reported in the 

Independent Catholic News, development agencies 
and environmental campaigners have declared the 
summit a failure. Here's a link to the 
article: https://www.indcatholicnews.com/news/424
13   Sometimes it may seem that there is little that we, 
as individuals, can do….yet as with planting seeds, 
good things can start small and grow over time. We 
will be having our first parish Green Team meeting 
online, Wednesday 23rd June, 7pm. Thank you 
again to those who have said ‘yes’ to the invitation to 
be involved in some way. The invitation remains open! 
Please speak with one of our Pastoral Council members 
or contact our Parish Office. Thank you. 

Next weekend’s readings:  Wisdom 1: 13-15, 2: 23-
24;   2 Corinthians 8: 7. 9, 13-15;   Mark 5: 21-43.    
‘Death was not God’s doing; God takes no pleasure in 
the extinction of the living.’ 

Governance of our schools:  
In every school the head teacher 
has responsibility for the day to 
day running of things. But every 
school also has governors. These 
are ordinary people who together 
agree the sense of direction for the 
school, monitor progress, appoint staff and seek to 
support the head teacher and staff, not only in what 
they are doing for the children and their parents, but 
also to support those members of staff as individuals. 
This is  a very important pastoral role of governors.  In 
every school we have governors who represent the 
staff, those who represent parents and, in our Catholic 
schools, foundation governors whose interest is to 
preserve and to develop the Catholic ethos of the 
school.  From time to time we have vacancies for 
people to become foundation governors. If you feel you 
might like to support our own local primary schools as 
a foundation governor then you can either contact the 
Parish Office (0191- 3730219), or contact the office of 
the relevant school. 
 

Graveyards:  A few people have expressed concern 
about the grass in our graveyards. Yes, it is getting very 
long. However, it is in hand. The person who cuts it 
works full time and sadly, his mam has just died. He 
hopes to start cutting the grass at Newhouse next 
Saturday  - depending on the weather. 
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