
 

                                  St John Boste Parish, West Durham 
Esh, Esh Winning, Langley Park and Ushaw Moor 

St John Boste Pastoral Office, Durham Road, Ushaw Moor, Durham.  DH7 7LF 
Priest:  Father David Coxon Tel:  (0191) 373 0219 
Secretary: Lisa Hatton   Tel:  (0191) 373 0219 
  Office Hours: Tues – Thurs from 9.30am–2.30pm 
  E-mail: ushawmoor.stjohnboste@rcdhn.org.uk 
              (stjosephs.ushawmoor@btopenworld.com) 
  Website:  wdrcp.org 
Primary Schools: St Joseph’s, Ushaw Moor:                           Tel. (0191) 373 0355 
  Our Lady Queen of Martyrs, Esh Winning:  Tel. (0191) 373 4343 
  St Michael’s Esh Laude:                              Tel. (0191) 373 1205 
Hospital  
R C Chaplain  Father Paul Tully              Tel. (01388) 818544 

Please telephone the Chaplain if you have someone in hospital who would like a visit.  

 

 

Sixth Sunday of Easter   :  9 May 2021 

Favourites:  When I was a student at Ushaw College all those years ago, I remember one of our priest-lecturers 
telling us that the older he got, the less he seemed to know. We young students, of course, thought this an odd thing to 
say. Yet, now that I have got older, how right he was.  As a young man I seemed to have lots of certainties in my life 
and, what’s more, any point of view or opinion that I had, I thought that God must surely agree with. These days, there 
seem to be very few things about which I feel ‘certain’.  And I can no longer presume that God will always think the way 
I do.  How presumptuous of me!  It’s in this context that I listen today to what Simon Peter says to Cornelius in our 
first reading: ‘The truth I have now come to realise is that God does not have favourites but that anybody, of any 

nationality, who fears God and does what is right, is acceptable to him.’ The reading goes 
further in that just because we are ‘believers’ we don’t have control over God; we read that the 
Holy Spirit of God is poured out even on unbelievers.  Maybe the important thing is not 
whether God is on  my side or on your side but rather, am I ‘on God’s side’?  Am I ready and 
willing to do all that I can, working with whoever, to allow God’s ways to prevail, “God’s 
kingdom to come on earth”?    And, yes, God can bring about his plan through anyone God 

chooses.   Anyone … 
 

 St Joseph’s 
Ushaw Moor 

St Michael’s 
Esh Laude 

Our Lady Queen of Martyrs, 
Newhouse 

Saturday 8 May 
Sixth Sunday of Easter (B) 

6.00pm mass 
For everyone in our parish 

Tom Charlton 
 

  

Sunday 9 May 
Sixth Sunday of Easter (B) 

 9.30am mass 
For everyone in our parish; 

All members of the Coulson and  
Foy Families. 

 

 10.30am mass 
For everyone in our parish;  

Vincent  Betty Barrigan;  
Mary Rita Hogan 

Thursday 13 May 
Ascension Thursday 

10.30am mass 
For everyone in our parish 

 
No mass at St Michael’s 

7.00pm mass 
For everyone in our parish 

 

 Saturday 15 May 
Seventh Sunday of Easter (B) 

6.00pm mass 
For everyone in our 

parish; 
Erica Wilson; Ron Jackson 

  

    

Sunday 16 May 
Seventh Sunday of Easter (B) 

 9.30am mass 
For everyone in our parish; 

Jack Tobin 

10.30am mass 
For everyone in our parish;  

Keith Turnbull & Simon Turnbull 
 

Anniversaries: St Michael’s:    Margaret Rutter, Anne Smart, John Caygill, Margaret Goundry, Philip Quigley,  
Rita Smith, Lisa Richardson, Norah Gowland, Elizabeth Mullaney, Joseph Hayton, James Bygroves. 
Our Lady, Queen of Martyrs:  John Duffy, Thomas McKay, Patricia Hogarth, Margaret Pickersgill, John Suddes, 
Betty Barrigan, Billy Nicholson. 
St Joseph’s:  Anthony Joyce, Brian Oliver, Kevin Liddle, Joyce Moore, Joseph Martin, Ann Walsh, Thomas Hurst, 
Marie Powell, Billy Smith, Erica Wilson, Teresa Wells. 
 

             Church cleaners during this week  (10 – 15 May)   (Team 1)     
St Joseph’s: St Michael’s: Our Lady Queen of Martyrs: 
Elsie Vasey, Margaret Coonan, 
Claire Oman, Janet Dawson. 

Jill Cox,   Eileen Tallentire,  
Stuart Cox, Shelagh Robinson. 

 Angela McKenna,   Cecilia Wharton,  
                   Kevin Quigley.     

 

Stewards for next weekend  (15/16 May)  (Team 2)     
  St Joseph’s:   St Michael’s:   Our Lady Queen of Martyrs: 
  Elsie Vasey,   John Alderton, 
   Esther Martin,  Lynn Dumighan. 

  Stuart Cox,   John Flynn, 
       Karen Thompson. 

  Colleen Brown, Angela McKenna, 
                 Kevin Quigley. 

 

Discussion group:  It has been suggested that we might arrange an occasional discussion group, or reading group, 
or something along those lines on Zoom so that we can meet and share thoughts on some chosen topic.   Might anyone 
be interested?  Let us know at the Parish Office. 
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SIXTH Sunday of Easter 

Booking for masses:  We expect Stage 3 of the ‘Roadmap out of Lockdown’ to be introduced on 17 May; 
procedures for after that date will be confirmed by the government this Monday. We can presume there will 
be a further easing of restrictions. However, this will not mean a total end to all restrictions. It seems 
probable that churches will be able to take more than 30 people for  a funeral  - but only if the building is 
big enough, and our own churches cannot accommodate more than we do at present when allowing for 
distancing. While the infection rate is dropping dramatically, coronavirus has not gone away and, since the 
virus can still be spread in tiny particles in one’s breath, we will still need to wear face coverings in public 
places, including churches, and we need to keep a sense of distance from others who are not in our 
household or support bubble. This is to prevent infection from the airborne virus. For the sake of preserving 
everyone’s safety in our churches we have tried to adhere scrupulously to government regulations over the 
past year whether in terms of regular cleaning of our churches, or distancing, or observing the government 
definition of ‘support bubbles’. As more people are now eager to attend weekend masses it remains 
important that we phone in to book a place; we can’t simply ‘turn up’ because, at Ushaw Moor certainly, we 
tend to reach our capacity number every week.  It would be very upsetting if people arrived for a mass 
without having booked and then found they could not be admitted because of the church having reached its 
maximum number. It may be that if you cannot get a place in your preferred church then there may still be 
spaces in one of our others. It remains essential, then, that if we are wanting to attend any mass then we 
need to phone in to book a place.   In that phone call, please say whether you are to attend as an individual, 
or as a couple, or as a household/support bubble. And please give a contact phone number for yourself and 
for each adult in your bubble who plans to come to the mass. This is so that, in case of a local outbreak of 
infection, ‘Test & Trace’ can contact you directly.  So, if you are wanting to come along to one of our masses 
next weekend then please phone one of these numbers during the times given:             
                                  >        01740-469532 between 10.00am – 2.00pm on Wednesday,   
                                   >         0191- 373 4284  between 5.00 – 6.00pm on Thursday. 
 

 

Ascension Thursday:   On 
Thursday, 13 May we will 
keep the feast of the 
Ascension of the Lord.  
Traditionally, we then use the 
days from Ascension to 
Pentecost to pray for the 

release of God’s Holy Spirit within our own lives.  We 
will have a mass at St Joseph’s at 10.30am, and then 
another at Our Lady Queen of Martyrs at 7.00pm.  If 
you should want to book a place at either mass, please 
phone 0191- 373 0219 this Monday (10 May) 
between 4.00 – 7.00pm.    
Readings for Ascension Thursday:   Acts 1: 1-11;  
Ephesians 1: 17-23;  Mark 16: 15-20 :  Jesus’ confidence in 
us! 

Food Bank: Restrictions are slowly being lifted at the 
Chester-le-Street depot, and we are happy to accept 
food donations again this weekend  - our first appeal in 
14 months. We will be proceeding cautiously, and that 
maintaining a Covid secure environment at our 
churches remains a priority.  Should you feel able to 
donate, bags can be placed directly into a car before 
Mass begins this weekend. This will be parked as 
close to the church entrance as possible. The Trussell 
Trust (affiliated to 1471 food banks, including County 
Durham) distributed 2.5 million emergency food 
parcels between April 2020 and March 2021. This was 
a 33% increase on the previous year, and up 128% 
compared to 5 years ago. If you would like to learn 
more about the Trust, and their campaign for a Hunger 
Free Future, please go to www.trusselltrust.org 

Journey in faith:  Before March 2020 we had a 
session of ‘Journey in Faith’ most weeks. This was 
designed for people who are not Catholic who want to 
discover more about what Catholics believe, and also 
for people who are already Catholic, but want to ‘dig a 
little deeper’. A couple of people have expressed 
interest in meeting on-line to see how life is going, and 
maybe to look at aspects of faith once more. Any 
thoughts? 
 

Churches Together Bible Study:  Monday 10 May 
3.30 pm.  Zoom details available from the Parish 
Office. 

 
First Communions in our 
parish:  The Parish 
Communion days are always 
important since they give us the 
opportunity to welcome our 
children and their families a 
little closer into our parish life.  

However, like so much else, it will be different this 
year. Between 18 – 27 May we will have five low-key 
masses on weekday evenings with five households at 
each mass. This will accommodate the 50 children 
from last year’s group and this year’s. Unfortunately, 
distancing restrictions mean that only the child, 
siblings and parents will be able to come along to those 
masses. However, everyone is very welcome to book 
places at our regular weekend masses. The numbers to 
ring are elsewhere on this page. 
 

Rosary Online:  Pope Francis has invited Catholics 
around the world to dedicate the month of May to 
prayer for an end to the Covid-19 pandemic.  The Pope 
opened the Marian month of prayer on 1 May with a 
Rosary broadcast across Vatican Media’s platforms.    
In our Parish, we will gather online via Zoom to pray 
the Luminous Mysteries of the Rosary on Monday 
evening 10 May at 7pm.  Zoom details available in the 
Parish Facebook Group, or from 
christine.brennan61@gmail.com 

Coffee morning:  10.30am on Saturday, 15 May.  
Details of how to join the meeting are available in the 
Parish Facebook Group, or by contacting 
christine.brennan61@gmail.com  
 
Readings for next weekend: Acts 1:15-17;  1 John 
4: 11-16;  John 17: 11-19 :-  Jesus prays for us, his 
followers today. 
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