
 

                                  St John Boste Parish, West Durham 
Esh, Esh Winning, Langley Park and Ushaw Moor 

St John Boste Pastoral Office, Durham Road, Ushaw Moor, Durham.  DH7 7LF 
Priest:  Father David Coxon Tel:  (0191) 373 0219 
Secretary: Lisa Hatton   Tel:  (0191) 373 0219 
  Office Hours: Tues – Thurs from 9.30am–2.30pm 
  E-mail: ushawmoor.stjohnboste@rcdhn.org.uk 
              (stjosephs.ushawmoor@btopenworld.com) 
  Website:  wdrcp.org 
Primary Schools: St Joseph’s, Ushaw Moor:                           Tel. (0191) 373 0355 
  Our Lady Queen of Martyrs, Esh Winning:  Tel. (0191) 373 4343 
  St Michael’s Esh Laude:                              Tel. (0191) 373 1205 
Hospital  
R C Chaplain  Father Paul Tully              Tel. (01388) 818544 

Please telephone the Chaplain if you have someone in hospital who would like a visit.  

 

 

Feast of the Holy Trinity   :  30 May 2021 

Trinity :  A close friend might say something and we express surprise: ‘I didn’t know you thought 
that!’  And we thought we knew them so well!  So, if we cannot know our close friends through and 
through, how can we expect to know God so absolutely?   So, don’t worry if you feel baffled by the 
doctrine of the Trinity.  But surely, it is about relationships?  We speak of God as ‘father’, but also as 
‘son’; then we speak of the love that flows between them; the spirit of love.  You may be a daughter, 

but also a mother and an aunt; yet you are one person. You may be a son, and a grandad and a brother; yet you too are 
still one person.  God is ‘Trinity’.  Believe it, because that is just who God is.  But you don’t have to work it out like a 
puzzle.  We don’t do that sort of thing with the people we love. 
 

 St Joseph’s 
Ushaw Moor 

St Michael’s 
Esh Laude 

Our Lady Queen of Martyrs, 
Newhouse 

Saturday 29 May 
Feast of the Holy Trinity (B)  
 

6.00pm mass 
For everyone in our parish 

James McLoughlin 

  

Sunday 30 May 
Feast of the Holy Trinity (B)  
 

   9.30am mass 
For everyone in our parish 

Joe Hennessy 
 

10.30am mass 
For everyone in our parish 

Andy & Rose Webster;     
Charles & Minnie Davies. 

Saturday 5 June 
Feast of Corpus Christi (B) 

6.00pm mass 
For everyone in our parish 

           Ron Jackson                                                              

  

Sunday 6 June 
Feast of Corpus Christi (B) 

   9.30am mass 
For everyone in our parish 

      John Tallentire, Tony Gibbon, 
                 Karl Stonebank. 

 

10.30am mass 
For everyone in our parish 

Christine Potts 

 

Anniversaries:  St Michael’s:   Sarah Smith, Michael Carey, Joe Hennessy, John Carey, May Seymour, Wallace 
Tyrie,  Tom Quinn, Darren Jones, Jackie Cummings, Agnes Hennessy, Cis Lucock, John Towns, Mary Rowntree. 
Our Lady, Queen of Martyrs:   Joseph Shaw, Darren Jones, Patricia Doyle, Mary McDermott, Leo Garr, Nancy 
Shoulder, Patrick Murphy, Norah Johnson, John Augustine, Patrick Moran. 
St Joseph’s : Malcolm Kemp, Betty McLoughlin, Bobby Hendry, Louise Tindle, Frances Grady, Francis Brown, 
James Keelty, Fred Duggan, Mary Marsh. 
 
Church cleaners for next weekend’s masses    (Team 1)     
St Joseph’s: St Michael’s: Our Lady Queen of Martyrs: 
Elsie Vasey, Margaret Coonan, 
Claire Oman, Janet Dawson. 

Jill Cox, Eileen Tallentire, 
Stuart Cox, Shelagh Robinson. 

Angela McKenna,   Cecilia Wharton, 
Kevin Quigley, Catherine McKeown. 

 

   Stewards for next weekend  (5/6 June)    (Team 1)      
  St Joseph’s:   St Michael’s:   Our Lady Queen of Martyrs: 
  Christine Brennan, Margaret Coonan, 
  Joe Cutmore, Bill Donnelly. 

  Anne McMahon,  Jill Cox, 
  Shelagh Robinson. 

  Cecilia Wharton, Angela McKenna, 
  Tom Brennan, Karen Thompson. 

 

Baptisms:  We haven’t had any baptisms for well over a year.  They are now permitted again, but with fairly tight 
regulations, for reasons of ongoing safety.  We can have only one baptism at a time and there is also the very practical 
need to clean the church before every service - including a baptism.  This puts additional work on to our group of 
volunteer cleaners.  Preparation for baptism cannot be done with a large group of parents but can now happen with 
each couple individually. But since baptism is about welcoming the child into our ‘faith-community’ then this provides 
a tremendous opportunity for parents and families to think about their own personal journey of faith, about deepening 
their faith, and what it means for them to seek to become more a part of our faith-community themselves.  Life isn’t 
back to normal yet, unfortunately, but at least it’s a little more normal than it was! 
 
Saturday  6.00pm mass at St Joseph’s :  This mass is now being recorded most weeks for the ‘St John Boste 
YouTube’ channel.  You should be able to view this on the Sunday.  
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Feast of the Holy Trinity 

Booking for masses:    Official guidance from the Catholic Bishops’ Conference since says that ‘it is important that, 
as the two marker dates for Step 3 and Step 4 are reached, the general principles of creating a safe environment in 
places of worship are not abandoned’.  It says too that ’the two key measures to help reduce aerosol and droplet 
spread should remain in place for now:  (1)  hand sanitiser should be kept available for those entering churches and, 
(2) the wearing of face coverings, even if removed by law, should remain in place at least for now (apart from those 
who are exempt)’.  The guidance reminds us too that people should ensure that face coverings are worn properly 
(covering mouth and nose) as this will reduce aerosol and droplet spread.  Apart from that official guidance, I am 
aware that, locally,  some people have been trying unsuccessfully for a few weeks to seek a place at mass at St Joseph’s, 
Ushaw Moor. For whatever reason, by the time they phone in, all places have been taken.  It’s good to know that 
people are keen to share in the mass but if, recently, you have been fortunate enough to attend Saturday evening mass 
fairly frequently then perhaps, for a couple of weeks, you might wait until later in the day on a Wednesday to try to 
book a place.  This could then give an opportunity to some people who have been wanting to come to mass but find, 
each week, that St Joseph’s is already booked to capacity. Remember, though: there are usually spaces in our other 
churches. If you want to come along to any of our masses next weekend then it is, of course, important the you ring in 
to book. This may change in the future but, for now, you do need to book a place;  you cannot simply ‘turn up’, I’m 
afraid.  To book a place, please phone one of these numbers during the times given  - but ensure you speak to someone 
and don’t simply leave a message:             
                                  >         0191- 373 0219  between 10.00am – 2.00pm on Wednesday,   
                                    >         07702- 126032  between 5.00 – 6.00pm on Thursday. 

 
First Communions in our 
parish:  Last year we were unable to 
celebrate our First Communion days 
because of the lock-down due to 
Covid. Instead, we have had five First 
Communion masses over the past 
fortnight. Our First Communions are 
to allow the children to share more 

fully in the life of our faith-community. First 
Communion can never be seen as a ‘one-off event’ but 
is rather becoming ‘more part of the family’ to enable 
all of us, together, to discover how best we can allow 
Jesus’ message to be genuinely news that is ‘good 
news’ for the people we meet in our lives. So, who has 
shared in Holy Communion this past week?     Perry 
March, Ollie Harmston, Luke Rowntree, Johnny 
Hosler, Ronnie Starr, Connor Keig, Frankie Dodds, 
Thomas Marley, Isla Taylor, Lilly Turnbull, Alfie 
Hanley, Joel Harrison, Niall Liddle, Finn McDaid, 
Edward Moralee, Vienna Rochester, James Todd, 
Baron Todd, Emily Whytock, Oliver Brems, Mia 
Cairns, Niamh Chalmers, Ji Jordan, Freddie Lawlor, 
Jackson Maughan, Ava Pine, Annabelle Ross, Katie 
Thompson, Reuben Veitch.    Congratulations to these 
children in this latest stage of their Journey in Faith. 
 
Food bank:   91.2kg of food was 
donated in May, the first collection 
we were able to take for well over a 
year.  Many thanks for your 
generosity.   Our next collection for the Food Bank will 
be next weekend, 5/6 June.  The items that are 
urgently needed at present are long life fruit juice, 
UHT milk, sugar, sponge puddings and toilet rolls.  

Alive in the Spirit:  
During the seven weeks 
between Easter and 
Pentecost the first 
reading at mass was 
taken from the Acts of 
the Apostles. It showed the early Church to be a 
community that was alive with the Holy Spirit. Pope 
Francis says, ’Without the Spirit, Jesus remains a 
person from the past; with the Spirit he is a person 
alive in our time. Without the Spirit, Scripture is a 
dead letter; with the Spirit it is a word of life.  A 
Christianity without the Spirit is joyless moralism; 
with the Spirit, it is life.’ 
 

The Sign of Peace:   Last weekend it was good to see 
the imagination used to have a non-physical-contact 
‘Sign of Peace’ at our masses.  I think we could 
probably see the smiles in people’s eyes.  Let’s try that 
again!   
 

Rosary Group: The Joyful Mysteries on Monday, 31 
May at 7.00pm.   Details from 
christine.brennan61@gmail.com 
 

Minsteracres:  Volunteers wanted to help at 
Minsteracres.   Find out  more at 
www.minsteracres.org 
 

Next weekend (Corpus Christi):  The English 
translation of these Latin words is ’The Body of Christ’. 
So, in next weekend’s feast we will focus on how Jesus 
seeks to feed us, nourish us and nurture us through the 
Eucharist. The readings will be Exodus 24: 3-8;   
Hebrews 9: 11-15;   Mark 14: 12-16, 22-26. 

 

Green Team:   As the Bishops’ pastoral letter expressed last week, we as Catholics are 
called to ‘local concern and action’ for our planet. This builds on the call of Pope Francis, to 
live his 2015 Encyclical ‘Laudato Si’ in today’s world at personal and communal levels. We 
are asked to rethink how we relate to ourselves, others and the environment; to reconnect 
with the natural world; and not to leave anyone behind.  The situation is urgent, and the 
challenge enormous. Profound changes are being called for. Amidst all this, we must not 
lose hope. Above all we must act, for present and future generations….but what can we do?     
We are all called to pray for and with creation; to live more simply; to advocate to protect our common home. 
Undoubtedly work is already being done, and this deserves praise and encouragement. We would like to consolidate 
this by setting up a parish Green Team,  to incorporate caring for creation and working against the climate emergency 
into the everyday work of our parish. There is much scope for creativity and many possible projects and activities to 
explore.      If you have any skills or interest in this area, or are curious to find out more, please speak with a Pastoral 
Council member or contact our Parish Office.  Thank you. 
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