
 

                                  St John Boste Parish, West Durham 
Esh, Esh Winning, Langley Park and Ushaw Moor 

St John Boste Pastoral Office, Durham Road, Ushaw Moor, Durham.  DH7 7LF 
Priest:  Father David Coxon Tel:  (0191) 373 0219 
Secretary: Lisa Hatton   Tel:  (0191) 373 0219 
  Office Hours: Tues – Thurs from 9.30am–2.30pm 
  E-mail: ushawmoor.stjohnboste@rcdhn.org.uk 
              (stjosephs.ushawmoor@btopenworld.com) 
  Website:  wdrcp.org 
Primary Schools: St Joseph’s, Ushaw Moor:                           Tel. (0191) 373 0355 
  Our Lady Queen of Martyrs, Esh Winning:  Tel. (0191) 373 4343 
  St Michael’s Esh Laude:                              Tel. (0191) 373 1205 
Hospital  
R C Chaplain  Father Paul Tully              Tel. (01388) 818544 

Please telephone the Chaplain if you have someone in hospital who would like a visit.  

 

 

Pentecost   :  23 May 2021 

Come, Holy Spirit:  Like so many feast days of the Church, we can be tempted simply to 
tick off Pentecost as a mere day on the calendar. But, think about it: when we think about ‘the 
Spirit of God’, we think about what it is that makes God, ‘God’.  The Spirit is God’s essence, 
God’s very being.  And, in Pentecost, we think of how that Spirit was breathed into the people, 
ordinary people, who were and are followers of Jesus.  A body of people  - yes, a group, a 
community of people -  who together were overwhelmed with ’God-ness’.  The presence of 
God filled them, and fills us, so that through our words, our kindness , our actions, God may 
touch the lives of so many people around us. God does this through us as individuals but 

perhaps, particularly, when we are operating together, as a body, as a community of faith.  We need one another. We 
need people who are different from us!  For then God can use our many diverse gifts and abilities  - not only for us to 
think about things in different ways, but to reach even more people with his love. We are a community of faith.  We are 
the Church. We are very ordinary people who, together, have had the Spirit of God-ness breathed into us.  But God has 
done this not that this God-ness might remain dormant within us, but so that this God-ness might become ever more 
evident through the likes of you and me! 
 

 St Joseph’s 
Ushaw Moor 

St Michael’s 
Esh Laude 

Our Lady Queen of Martyrs, Newhouse 

Saturday 22 May 
      Pentecost 

6.00pm mass 
For everyone in our parish; 

Mary Madeline Swift & 
Robert Roche 

  

Sunday 23 May 
      Pentecost 

 9.30am mass 
For everyone in our parish; 

Jim, Philomena, 
Michael and Ossie Outterside 

 

10.30am mass 
For everyone in our parish;  

Bill Robinson, 
James Sedgewick 

Saturday 29 May 
     Trinity Sunday 

6.00pm mass 
For everyone in our parish; 

James McLoughlin 

  

    

Sunday 30 May 
     Trinity Sunday 

 9.30am mass 
For everyone in our parish; 

Joe Hennessy 
 

10.30am mass 
For everyone in our parish;  

Andy & Rose Webster;     
Charles & Minnie Davies. 

 

 
 

Anniversaries :  St Michael’s: John Coulson, Thomas Seymour, Margaret Finley, Augustine Tomaney,  
Eileen Coates, Vera Rowntree, Mary Brown, Frank Goundry snr., Aloysius Goundry, Thomas Tighe. 
Our Lady, Queen of Martyrs:  John Brennan, Evelyn Rippon, John Turner, Mary Ellen Woodmass,  
Doris Finnigan, Austin Jones, John Richardson, Charles Cran, William Brennan, Isabella Moran, Nancy Brennan, 
Rose Webster. 
St Joseph’s:  Joseph Cant, Vera Donaldson, John Keelty, Arthur Gilfoyle, Teresa Kennick, Mary Casey,  
William Pattinson, Winifred Cairns, Thomas Simpson, Bennett McEleavey, Michelle Roberts, Bart Coxon. 
 

** Cleaners and stewards:  There is a special rota for this week of First Communion masses which all cleaners 
and stewards should already have received.  Below is the regular rota for next weekend:- 
 
Church cleaners for next weekend’s masses    (Team 3)     
St Joseph’s: St Michael’s: Our Lady Queen of Martyrs: 
Christine  Brennan Joe Cutmore,  

Geraldine Barnes, John Flynn. 
   Jill Cox,   Lynn Dumighan, 
        Karen Thompson. 

       A McKenna,  Esther Martin. 
    Melanie Lee, Shelagh Robinson. 

 

   Stewards for next weekend  (29/30 May)    (Team 2)     
  St Joseph’s:   St Michael’s:   Our Lady Queen of Martyrs: 
  Elsie Vasey, John Alderton, 

Esther Martin, Lynn Dumighan. 
      Stuart Cox, John Flynn, 
           Karen Thompson. 

  Colleen Brown, Angela McKenna, 
              Kevin Quigley. 

 

Saturday  6.00pm mass at St Joseph’s :  This mass is now being recorded most weeks for the ‘St John Boste 
YouTube’ channel.  You should be able to view this on the Sunday.  
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PENTECOST 

Step 3 of the Roadmap out of lock-down:  Last Monday, 17 May, we entered Step 3 of the lifting of 
Covid restrictions. This was not a total lifting of restrictions, but a further gradual lifting.  Face coverings 
and distancing are still needed inside our churches.  With more people having had vaccinations we could try 
to reduce the distancing at some point after our First Communion celebrations as long as other precautions 
remain rigidly in place. However, the ‘Indian variant’ is a growing concern and so ‘safety’ remains our main 
priority.  Please maintain strict regulations about distancing, support bubbles and face coverings which 
cover both mouth and  nose.  And please remain patient!  We still need to book places in church but, if after 
booking, you find you don’t need that place then please let us know;  places in church have become precious 
commodities and that seat could then be taken by someone else. If you are wanting to come along to one of 
our masses next weekend then please phone one of these numbers during the times given:             
                                   >         01740-469532 between 10.00am – 2.00pm on Wednesday,   
                                   >         0191- 366 9465   between 5.00 – 6.00pm on Thursday. 
 

 
Pastoral letter:  The bishops of England and Wales 
have prepared a Pastoral Letter for today’s feast of 
Pentecost.  It’s about our faith in God and our care of 
the environment. Copies are available today and it is 
also on our parish website. The novena prayers about 
our ‘Care of Creation’ from Ascension Thursday to 
Pentecost can still be viewed on our parish website. 
 
Rosary Online:  Pope Francis 
has invited Catholics around the 
world to dedicate the month of 
May to prayer for an end to the 
Covid-19 pandemic.  The Pope 
opened the Marian month of 
prayer on 1 May with a Rosary 
broadcast across Vatican Media’s platforms.    In our 
Parish, we will gather online via Zoom to pray the 
Rosary on Monday evening 24 May at 7pm.  Zoom 
details available in the Parish Facebook Group, or from 
christine.brennan61@gmail.com 
 

First Communions in our 
parish:  Last year we were 
unable to celebrate our First 
Communion days because of 
the lock-down due to Covid. 
Instead, we had two First 
Communion masses last week 
and we will have three more 
on weekdays during this 
coming week. Our First 

Communions are to allow the children to share more 
fully in the life of our faith-community. First 
Communion can never be seen as a ‘one and only 
event’ but is rather becoming ‘more part of the family’ 
to enable all of us, together, to discover how best we 
can allow Jesus’ message to be genuinely news that is 
‘good news’ for the people we meet in our lives. So, 
who has shared in Holy Communion this past week?   
Jen Prested, Lucas Mondiere, John Young, Lexie 
Wright, Lillie Leighton, Tilly Bancroft, Mason Lee, 
Harry Burnside, William Mickle, Ruby Mickle, Rowan 
Donnelly, James Errington, Harry Gawthorpe, Max 
Gawthorpe, Ben Hawkins, Gracie McQuaid, Sarah 
Morris-Hale, Grace Ross, Greg Watson and James 
O’Donnell. Congratulations to these children in this 
latest stage of their Journey in Faith. 

 
A terrific definition!   Roger McGough is a poet and 
a former member of ‘The Scaffold’ music group.  He is 
now aged 83 and was recently asked how he kept fit 
during lock-down.  He offered a great example ‘old-
man jogging’ when he said: ’’I do  a lot of walks and I 
jog.   And by jogging, I mean that I dawdle quickly!” 
 

 
The Sign of Peace:   The ‘Roadmap’ is leading us out 
of lock-down, but the virus is still out there…!   We 
need, then to balance relaxation of restrictions with 
safety.  One thing we may have missed at mass over 
the past year is the sign of peace where we seek to 
relate to the people gathering with us.  We are still 
encouraged not to have physical contact with people 
outside our household/support bubble but maybe from 
today, the feast of ‘Pentecost’, you may like to give a 
little wave, or a nod, or some gesture  - but not a 
handshake! -  at the Sign of Peace at mass.  Let’s try it! 

 

Hassockfield Detention Centre:  Phil Watson is 
the Chair of our diocesan Justice and Peace Co-
ordinating Council. He has written the following: ‘I am 
writing on behalf of the Diocesan Justice and Peace 
Coordinating Council. You may have heard recently 
about the plans of the UK Government to open an 
Immigration Removal Centre on the site of the former 
Medomsley Detention Centre just outside Consett 
(now renamed Hassockfield). This will be for 80 
women seeking asylum.  Along with many other 
organisations, we condemn this proposal as 
inhumane and unjust. Migrant women are not 
criminals and deserve our utmost respect, protection 
and compassion as they make their case for asylum.   
In recent weeks, we have convened a working group, 
which has included representatives from other 
Christian denominations and other faith groups, to 
plan a ‘Faith Witness’ in opposition to this proposal. 
We have also spoken with members of the local 
community and Fr Adrian Tuckwell has contacted the 
local clergy.  We are planning an Interfaith Service 
which will be held on Sunday May 23rd at 
3.00pm. The Youth Ministry Team will join with this 
Faith Witness and will go live on YMT’S 
Facebook@youthministryteam on 23rd May at 
3.00pm.  The power of prayer can never be 
underestimated and the Service will end with a 
prayerful silence at 3.30pm. We also hope that this 
liturgy will raise awareness of what is happening and 
of how the detention centre is incompatible with our 
faith.’  Do feel able to join in this either by sharing in it 
on Facebook or in your own quiet prayer at 3.00pm 
this Sunday. 

Israel and Palestinian conflict: “All the faithful in 
our parishes are invited to join the mother Church of 
Jerusalem in the prayer of intercession for peace and 
justice in the Holy Land. Please be united in prayer at 7 
pm every evening.” 

Next weekend (Trinity Sunday):  Deuteronomy 4: 
32-34;   Romans 8: 14-17;   Matthew 28: 16-20.    What 
sort of a  person is God?    What is God  really like? 
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