
St John Boste Parish Pastoral Council: the story so far… 

Our new parish of St John Boste officially began on 1st December 2019 & the newly formed Parish 

Pastoral Council’s (PPC) first official meeting was 8 January 2020. The PPC members at present are: 

Fr David Coxon, Geraldine Barnes, Christine Brennan, Colleen Brown, Bill Donnelly, Angela McKenna 

(Vice-Chair), Anne McMahon, Phil Mackie, Peter Murray, Kevin Quigley (Treasurer, ex officio), 

Joanne Sands (Chair), Jim Shoulder and Karen Thompson. 

With the help of suggestions from the people of our parish, we initially looked towards creating and 

working within a ‘Pastoral Plan’. Working under 4 headings (Welcoming and Communication, 

Outreach, Young People & Prayer and Spirituality) projects were rolled out in February 2020, with 

plans being made for Holy Week, Easter and beyond….then Covid 19 happened.  

As we know, Church buildings have been closed at various points since March 2020, due to  

lockdowns and high Covid infection rates locally. When open, all Covid safety measures have been 

maintained, including adherence to risk assessments, a booking system for Mass attendances & 

volunteer stewarding & cleaning rotas. Newsletters have continued to be available, via the Parish 

website (either  wdrcp.org  or  wdrcp.wordpress.com) and in print (for those attending Mass, as well 

as deliveries to those without internet access and not in a  position to attend).  

The PPC focus is on the people of our parish. Our aim is to keep in touch with one another, whilst 

developing our ‘community of faith’. Like everyone in these strange times, we continue to learn and 

adapt. Some new means of communication have been introduced: 

• Facebook: St John Boste Parish Community group is a closed group which currently has 103 

members. It is regularly updated and is a good tool for keeping in touch, reflecting items in 

the parish newsletter as well as many other resources. 

• Zoom: as well as our meetings, Zoom has been used for our parish Advent service, virtual 

coffee mornings, a parish social evening, Feast of the Presentation of the Lord service, 

Lenten Lectio Divina discussion group and online Rosary. 

• St John Boste You Tube channel provides recordings of Masses from St Josephs, Ushaw 

Moor each week. 

We have also tried new initiatives as a means of coming together and/or reaching out to one 

another, such as Prayer Anchors; Lectio Divina (at Advent & Lent); forging links with DH7 Churches 

Together (such as the Ecumenical ‘Blue Christmas’ service); sending out Christmas postcards & ‘Bags 

of Hope’ (targeted towards those housebound & living alone in our Parish), Holy Week bars of soap 

(wrapped in the ‘Washing of Feet’ picture & message) and Easter prayer cards. 

But we want to do more & do better! With this in mind: 

• We invite ideas. What do you see as the present & future needs of parish and community? 

• We also invite participation. Parish life and its relationship with the wider community is a 

shared responsibility.  

Our church community wields a wide range of skills, gifts and knowledge that could be used to the 

benefit of all. We encourage you not to keep these aspects of yourselves and your identities from us. 

We would love fresh dialogue…theological thinking…collective imagination.  You may wish to have 

these discussions with each other. Perhaps you already are! We would love you to speak with any of 

us or contact us via the Parish Office. 

 Thank you, and Happy Pentecost! 


