
 

                                  St John Boste Parish, West Durham 
Esh, Esh Winning, Langley Park and Ushaw Moor 

St John Boste Pastoral Office, Durham Road, Ushaw Moor, Durham.  DH7 7LF 
Priest:  Father David Coxon Tel:  (0191) 373 0219 
Secretary: Lisa Hatton   Tel:  (0191) 373 0219 
  Office Hours: Tues – Thurs from 9.30am–2.30pm 
  E-mail: ushawmoor.stjohnboste@rcdhn.org.uk 
              (stjosephs.ushawmoor@btopenworld.com) 
  Website:  wdrcp.org 
Primary Schools: St Joseph’s, Ushaw Moor:                           Tel. (0191) 373 0355 
  Our Lady Queen of Martyrs, Esh Winning:  Tel. (0191) 373 4343 
  St Michael’s Esh Laude:                              Tel. (0191) 373 1205 
Hospital  
R C Chaplain  Father Paul Tully              Tel. (01388) 818544 

Please telephone the Chaplain if you have someone in hospital who would like a visit.  

 

 

Fourth Sunday of Easter   :  25 April 2021 

The good shepherd:  In that rural country of Israel there were many shepherds to be seen, criss-
crossing the hillsides with their flocks following.  Women as well as men would be shepherds but, 
usually, they were men. The sheep followed the shepherd because they knew him/her, they trusted 
him, he led them safely to fresh grass and to streams of water.  The shepherd bandaged the wounds 
of his sheep and even carried them if necessary. It’s in this context that Jesus describes himself as  
a ’shepherd’: one prepared to lay down his life for his sheep. But rather than just think about this 
image in terms of Jesus, think about your own  ‘shepherding’.  Do you have children, 
grandchildren? How often do you need to look after them, care for them, lead them by the hand, 

comfort them. Is not this your shepherding of those entrusted to your care?   And young children trust you, utterly.  Or 
do you have a position of leadership in your place of work?  Do others look to you for guidance, direction?  Then 
perhaps you are a ‘shepherd’ to them too.  Do you think the children, or your work colleagues, might describe you as a 
good shepherd? 
 

 St Joseph’s 
Ushaw Moor 

St Michael’s 
Esh Laude 

Our Lady Queen of Martyrs, Newhouse 

Saturday 24 April 
Fourth Sunday of Easter (B) 

6.00pm mass 
For everyone in our parish 
 Mary & Gordon Simpson  

  

Sunday 25 April 
Fourth Sunday of Easter (B) 

 9.30am mass 
For everyone in our parish 

Joseph and Agnes Brennan. 
 

10.30am mass 
For everyone in our parish;  

 David Stephenson  

Saturday 1 May 
Fifth Sunday of Easter (B) 

6.00pm mass 
For everyone in our parish 

   Anne Cutmore and family                                
 

  

Sunday 2 May 
Fifth Sunday of Easter (B) 

 9.30am mass 
For everyone in our parish; 

Marion Redmond;  James and Anne 
Redmond;     Maggie Rowntree. 
 

10.30am mass 
For everyone in our parish;  

Joseph McKenna Snr, Olive McKenna and 
Joseph McKenna Jnr           

Anniversaries:  
St Michael’s:   May Johnson, Arthur Facey, Robert Knox, Marie Beatrice Welsh, Irene Carey, Mary McTear,  
Ella Callan. 
Our Lady, Queen of Martyrs:  Fr Charles Fortin, Michael Corrigan, David Stephenson, May Johnson,  
Alice McKenna, Patrick Howarth, James Wilson. 
St Joseph’s:  Edward Manford, Peter Martin, Michael Corrigan, Norah Laidman, Rachel Usher James Connor,  
Jeff Thornton, Liz Thompson, Cecilia McGough, Mary McQuillan,  Patrick O’Malley, Sheila Tomlinson, Susan Layton. 

 

             Church cleaners during this week  (25 April – 1 May)   (Team 2)     
St Joseph’s: St Michael’s: Our Lady Queen of Martyrs: 
Esther Martin,  Kyle Oman, 
Melanie Lee,  Bill Donnelly.  

Jill Cox,   John Flynn, 
    Anne McMahon. 

 Angela McKenna,   Colleen Brown, 
             Geraldine Barnes. 

 

  Stewards for next weekend  (1/2 May)  (Team 2)     
  St Joseph’s:   St Michael’s:   Our Lady Queen of Martyrs: 
  Elsie Vasey,   John Alderton, 
   Esther Martin,  Lynn Dumighan. 
 

  Stuart Cox,   John Flynn, 
       Karen Thompson. 
 

  Colleen Brown, Angela McKenna, 
                 Kevin Quigley. 

 

Sick and retired clergy:  We currently have 128 priests in our diocese of Hexham & Newcastle.  Of these, 48 are 
retired and may live in care homes, or in parish houses, or in ‘granny flats’ alongside a parish priest in a presbytery.  
These priests may well have their state pension and the diocese or local parish helps out with energy bills and house 
repairs. Of the remaining 80 priests, not all are in good health.  The collection we had last weekend is requested 
annually by the diocese to help support or sick and retired clergy.  Many thanks for the £175.55 you gave last week. 
 

Saturday  6.00pm mass at St Joseph’s :  This mass is now being recorded most weeks for the ‘St John Boste 
YouTube’ channel.  You should be able to view this on the Sunday.  
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Fourth Sunday of Easter 

Keep going!   Many of us have now had at least one vaccination against Covid.   This is bringing some 
sense of hope.  Yet it is important we don’t let our guard down and become complacent.  It is still possible 
for people who have had the vaccine to pass on the virus to others. This is why it’s remains important to 
keep a distance between ourselves and others.  We’ve done it for a year; we can do it a bit longer!  There can 
also be confusion over Covid restrictions as the guidance changes, and so it can be difficult to keep up with 
what is asked of us.  Social support bubbles are a case in point.  ‘Support bubbles’ are suggested as a way of 
overcoming loneliness for those who live alone and, as the name suggests, they seek to offer support to us.  
So, what is meant by a ‘household’ or a ‘bubble’?**  A ‘household’ is a group of people who live under the 
same roof.  If someone lives alone, or if a single adult lives only with their children, then they can form a 
support bubble with one other household and so can operate as though they were a part of that household.  
However, we cannot be in more than one bubble; we cannot be in one bubble one day, then in another 
bubble the next; and we cannot form a bubble with more than one other household.  This is all designed to 
stop the spread of infection.  So, when you phone in to book a place at mass, please give your name and 
phone number to the person taking calls, and tell them whether you are to attend mass on your own, as a 
couple, or as a household or support bubble. This helps with our seating plans while allowing for distancing 
in church. Please give the names of each person in your group attending the mass along with the relevant 
phone numbers.  This is to assist any need for Track & Trace.  So, if you want to attend any of our masses 
next weekend, please phone as follows :- 
 

 

                  >        01740-469532 between 10.00am – 2.00pm on Wednesday,   
                     or     0191- 447 5308 between 5.00 – 6.00pm on Thursday.   
 
**  NB.   The government’s definition of a ‘support bubble’ is a little wider than this.   Check website: gov.uk.coronavirusbubbles 
 

 

Thinking about sacraments:   
Any families thinking about baptism, 
Reconciliation or First Communion 
for their child, or any couple 
thinking about a wedding, might like 
to think about joining us for mass at 
a weekend. It is all about feeling 
ourselves to be genuinely part of our 
faith-community. Each week this newsletter offers the 
phone numbers and the times for booking places at 
mass.   See above. 

 
First Holy Communions:   
During the second half of 
May, we will be celebrating 
our Parish First 
Communions. These will all 
be at St Joseph’s church 
since this building can 
accommodate more ‘large 
household groups’ than our 

other churches.  Because of the lock-down last year we 
were unable to celebrate our Parish Communion 
masses; this means that, this year, we have two 
separate year groups and we will celebrate our Holy 
Communions over the course of five weekday evening 
masses.  Unfortunately, numbers will need to be 
restricted, as ever, and so each family group will be 
limited to the child, their siblings, and parents.  
Because our Holy Communions at St Joseph’s church 
will be for children from each of our churches then a 
number of people who volunteer to clean those 
different churches offered help in cleaning St Joseph’s.  
This is because the church needs to be cleaned in 
advance of every service for reasons of  health and 
safety. I hope to contact these volunteers soon with 
some sort of cleaning programme for the First 
Communion masses.  Remember, without people 
available to clean our churches and to assist with 
stewarding, then we would not be able to have our 
churches open for masses at all so, once again, a very 
big ‘thank you’ to all of our volunteers. 

Journey in faith:  Before March 
2020 we had a session of ‘Journey 
in Faith’ most weeks. This was 
designed for people who are not 
Catholic who want to discover 
more about what Catholics believe, 
and also for people who are already 
Catholic, but want to ‘dig a little 
deeper’. Perhaps some people 
might like to have an occasional ‘Journey in Faith’ 
session on Zoom so as to keep in touch.  Any thoughts? 
 
Discussion group:  Apart from the possibility of a 
Journey in Faith on Zoom, it has also been suggested 
that we might arrange an occasional discussion group 
on Zoom so that we can meet and share thoughts on 
some chosen topic. Again, might anyone be interested 
in pursuing this? 
 
Broken windows:  Unfortunately, we have had a bit 
of vandalism around St Joseph’s, Ushaw Moor this 
past week. Some spare roof tiles on the sacristy roof 
have been thrown down and broken and a couple of 
church windows were broken too. The glass has, 
hopefully, been cleared up but if you are at mass do be 
careful since the small splinters seem to get 
everywhere. 
 
Coffee morning:   We are hoping 
to re-start our 0n-line coffee 
mornings.  The next one will be at 
10.30am on Saturday, 1 May.  
Details of how to join the meeting 
are available in the Parish 
Facebook Group, or by contacting 
christine.brennan61@gmail.com . 
 
Readings next weekend:  Acts 9: 26-31;  1 John 3: 
18-24;  John 15: 1-8 :   “I am the vine; you are the 
branches.  The branches must remain part of the vine 
if they are to remain alive.” 
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