
 

                                  St John Boste Parish, West Durham 
Esh, Esh Winning, Langley Park and Ushaw Moor 

St John Boste Pastoral Office, Durham Road, Ushaw Moor, Durham.  DH7 7LF 
Priest:  Father David Coxon Tel:  (0191) 373 0219 
Secretary: Lisa Hatton   Tel:  (0191) 373 0219 
  Office Hours: Tues – Thurs from 9.30am–2.30pm 
  E-mail: ushawmoor.stjohnboste@rcdhn.org.uk 
              (stjosephs.ushawmoor@btopenworld.com) 
  Website:  wdrcp.org 
Primary Schools: St Joseph’s, Ushaw Moor:                           Tel. (0191) 373 0355 
  Our Lady Queen of Martyrs, Esh Winning:  Tel. (0191) 373 4343 
  St Michael’s Esh Laude:                              Tel. (0191) 373 1205 
Hospital  
R C Chaplain  Father Paul Tully              Tel. (01388) 818544 

Please telephone the Chaplain if you have someone in hospital who would like a visit.  

 

 

Third Sunday of Easter   :  18 April 2021 

A ghost? :   In the gospel passage last weekend we heard how the disciples of Jesus 
had locked themselves in a room for fear the people who had arrested and killed 
Jesus would come for them in the same way.  To their  amazement, the ‘dead’ Jesus 
appeared to them and spoke with them. Initially, Thomas was not with them but, the 
following week, Thomas was there too and so ‘resurrection’ became real for him too.  
Luke, in his gospel, tells a story about  two disciples walking from Jerusalem to the 
village of Emmaus, talking despondently about all that happened to Jesus and how 
their hopes about Jesus had been dashed. As they walk, a stranger joins them on 

their journey and they share their desolation with him. As it gets late, they invite the stranger to stay with them to 
share a meal. He took some bread, blessed it, broke it, and handed it to them to eat.  And their eyes were opened, 
because this was precisely what Jesus did at the Last Supper! Another appearance of the Risen Jesus! Yet they had not 
recognised him. Why??  They ran the seven miles back to Jerusalem to tell the other disciples what had happened and 
there, Jesus showed himself to them again. Because they thought they must be seeing a ghost Jesus reassured them 
and asked them for some grilled fish, which he ate. “Touch me, and see for yourselves; a ghost has no flesh and bones 
as you can see I have!”  So, something in Jesus had changed; the disciples don’t immediately recognise him, yet he was 
no ghostly spectre that floated around the place.  Jesus is real.  So real that he can eat grilled fish, and be touched! 

 
 St Joseph’s 

Ushaw Moor 
St Michael’s 
Esh Laude 

Our Lady Queen of Martyrs, Newhouse 

Saturday 17 April 
Third Sunday of Easter (B) 

6.00pm mass 
For everyone in our parish 
Bill Gardiner;  Erica Wilson     

  

Sunday 18 April 
Third Sunday of Easter (B) 

 9.30am mass 
For everyone in our parish 

Joan Brennan. 

10.30am mass 
For everyone in our parish;  

Janey Slevin;  Alice & Thomas McKenna          

Saturday 24 April 
Fourth Sunday of Easter (B) 

6.00pm mass 
For everyone in our parish 
 Mary & Gordon Simpson 

  

Sunday 25 April 
Fourth Sunday of Easter (B) 

 9.30am mass 
For everyone in our parish 

Joseph and Agnes Brennan. 
 

10.30am mass 
For everyone in our parish;  

 David Stephenson 

 

Recently deceased:  Robert Fodden (Esh Winning).  Bob died on Sunday morning. His funeral service will be at 
OLQM church on Tuesday, 20 April at 11.00am . Please remember that attendance is by family invitation only. 
Canon Michael McCoy (St Mary’s Cathedral, Newcastle) 
 

Anniversaries:  St Michael’s:  
Kenneth Manghan, Patrick Mullaney, Mary Jane Armstrong, Frank Steele, Arthur Rowntree, Katie Moralee,  
Patrick Sherry, Steve Hutchinson. 
Our Lady, Queen of Martyrs:   Joan Peart, Tommy Patterson, William Quinn, Janey Slevin, Norah Barrigan, Peggy 
Hughes, Alice Smith, George Smith, Peter McGinn, Mary Heffernan, Sheila Collinson, Joseph McGinn, Sarah Doyle. 
St Joseph’s:  John Robinson, John Burke, William Gardiner, Tom Boyle, Mary Simpson, Lee Routledge, John Dodd, 
Peter Martin, Fr Michael Shelley, John Dodds, Joseph Towns. 
 

             Church cleaners during this week  (18-24 April)   (Team 1)     
St Joseph’s: St Michael’s: Our Lady Queen of Martyrs: 
Elsie Vasey, Margaret Coonan, 
Claire Oman, Janet Dawson. 

Jill Cox,   Eileen Tallentire,  
Stuart Cox, Shelagh Robinson. 

 Angela McKenna,   Cecilia Wharton, 
Kevin Quigley. 

 

  Stewards for next weekend  (24/25 April)  (Team 1)     
  St Joseph’s:   St Michael’s:   Our Lady Queen of Martyrs: 
  Christine Brennan, Margaret Coonan, 
  Joe Cutmore, Bill Donnelly. 

  Anne McMahon,  Jill Cox, 
  John Flynn. 

  Cecilia Wharton, Angela McKenna, 
  Tom Brennan, Karen Thompson. 

 

‘Test and Trace’:  If you have a smart phone with the NHS app you can now click on to the NHS icon as you enter  
any of our churches. If there should be a local outbreak of Covid-19 this can help with the ‘Track and Trace’. 
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Third Sunday of Easter 

Masses:  Each week we have two days on which we can phone to book a place at weekend masses.  Most 
people, whether because of working during the day or simply forgetting to ring in, tend to phone in the slot 
offered on a Thursday between 5.00 – 6.00pm.   This is fine.  However, if a lot of people are ringing in at 
that time, then it may mean you have to try several times before getting through.  It’s important too that you 
don’t simply leave a voicemail message for then the person taking calls needs to phone you back! That can 
become frustrating for everyone.  Perhaps those people who can, might like to phone the number given for a 
Wednesday since that is a much longer 4-hour slot for calls. Remember, we need to have the name of each 
person coming and also a contact phone number.  When you phone in, please indicate whether you are 
coming as an individual, as a couple, or as a household or social support bubble.  Distancing, face coverings, 
vaccinations…. :  these are all designed to stop the spread of infection.  So, if you want to come to any of our 
masses next weekend, please phone:-  
 

           >        01740-469532 between 10.00am – 2.00pm on Wednesday,   
              or     0191- 447 5308 between 5.00 – 6.00pm on Thursday.   
 

These phone numbers are not the same every week. Christine Brennan did a terrific job for many months 
taking calls on Thursday evenings. However, several people are now sharing the load in volunteering to take 
these calls.  Many thanks to Christine and to all of them!   After all of this, you just need to remember to 
come to mass with a face-covering which covers both mouth and nose, and you will be led to a seat in 
church which allows for a 2-metre distance from others.   Let’s continue to keep one another safe! 

What do you believe? An Evening with Fr. 
Stephen Wang:   Fr. Stephen Wang is the author of 
Sycamore, a programme that has grown into a 
resource being used throughout the world. In the bible, 
Jesus comes to the town of Jericho. A man called 
Zacchaeus is so curious about Jesus that he climbs a 
Sycamore tree to get a better view. When he finally 
meets him, they begin a conversation, and his life is 
changed forever. The Sycamore tree seemed to be the 
perfect image of something that helps others to get a 
wider perspective on life and faith.  The Vicariate for 
Faith & Mission is pleased to welcome Fr. Stephen to 
our diocese on Wednesday 21st April 7.00 -8.00pm for 
a virtual conversation about how we can make genuine 
human connections, share our Catholic faith and reach 
out for a real sense of community with a spirit of 
friendship. Booking is essential; please register at 
https://forms.office.com/r/X42EZKpGKz or contact 
Faith & Mission by email at 
adminfaith.mission@diocesehn.org.uk or telephone 
07375 934713. 

First Holy Communions:  
Last year our children 
celebrated the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation then, before First 
Communions, there was the 
lock-down.   Consequently, we 
now have two groups of 
children to celebrate First 
Communions this year. This 
will mean 50 children in all.  
The preparation this year has needed to be entirely 
school-based and I am very grateful to our teachers 
who have worked on this  - on top of everything else 
they have had to do.  We will have five low-key First 
Communion celebrations over a few weekday evenings 
in May with ten children and immediate families only 
at each. Unfortunately, we will not be able to invite 
other relatives to the masses. All of these celebrations 
will be at St Joseph’s, Ushaw Moor since, here, we can 
accommodate more ‘household groups’. As ever, the 
church will need to be cleaned before every weekday 
First Communion mass so, once again, many thanks to 
our volunteer cleaners who give up time to come in so 
frequently. 

The ‘Responsorial’ psalm:   
Every week at mass we have the 
psalm after the first reading.  
There is  a variety of ways in 
which we can treat the psalm.  In 
more normal times, it can be 
sung.  If it is spoken then it can 
be read in entirety by a reader.  

Or, it can be read by everyone as we tend to do in our 
own churches.  Or, the reader can read the verses with 
everyone else offering the response.  It is then that we 
read it ‘responsorially’.  It is possibly a bit of a 
contradiction for the reader to announce: ‘let us say the 
responsorial psalm together’!   Perhaps the reader 
could just say:  ‘let us now say the psalm together’. 

Finance Committee meeting:  Tuesday, 20 April at 
7.00pm.   Zoom details will be sent out. 

Churches Together Prayer meeting:  The ‘DH7’ 
group of Churches Together has a monthly prayer 
meeting, currently on-line with Zoom.   The next 
prayer meeting will be this Tuesday, 20 April at 
9.30am.  If you want Zoom details, please contact the 
Parish Office. 

Coffee morning:   We are hoping to 
re-start our 0n-line coffee mornings.  
The next will be at 10.30am on 
Saturday, 24 April. Details of how 
to join the meeting are available in the 
Parish Facebook Group, or by 
contacting christine.brennan61@gmail.com . 

Sick and retired clergy:  Priests who are active in 
parish ministry receive an allowance each month.  
Those who are retired receive their state pension with 
additional help from the diocese for their energy bills 
and house repairs. It is in this respect that, each year, 
we invite you to contribute to a collection to support 
our sick and retired clergy. We will have a basket 
available when you leave church this weekend if you 
should like to contribute. 

Next weekend’s readings:  Acts 4: 8-12;  1 John 3: 
1-2;  John 10: 11-18.   Jesus is described as  the ‘Good 
Shepherd’. 
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