
St John Boste Parish, West Durham
Esh, Esh Winning, Langley Park and Ushaw Moor

St John Boste Pastoral Office, Durham Road, Ushaw Moor, Durham. DH7 7LF
Priest: Father David Coxon Tel: (0191) 373 0219
Secretary: Lisa Hatton Tel: (0191) 373 0219

Office Hours: Tues – Thurs from 9.30am–2.30pm
E-mail: ushawmoor.stjohnboste@rcdhn.org.uk

(stjosephs.ushawmoor@btopenworld.com)
Website: wdrcp.org

Primary Schools: St Joseph’s, Ushaw Moor: Tel. (0191) 373 0355
Our Lady Queen of Martyrs, Esh Winning: Tel. (0191) 373 4343
St Michael’s Esh Laude: Tel. (0191) 373 1205

Hospital
R C Chaplain Father Paul Tully Tel. (01388) 818544

Please telephone the Chaplain if you have someone in hospital who would like a visit.

Second Sunday of Easter : 11 April 2021
Thomas: Today’s passage from the gospel speaks to us about Thomas and, for a whole
variety of reasons, I have always liked this passage: partly because I was ordained priest on
the feast of St Thomas; partly because Thomas didn’t find it easy to believe and, at times,
neither do I; partly because this story of Thomas seems so ‘human’. Our passage begins
on the Sunday after Jesus had died. The disciples had locked themselves in a room
because they were scared that the authorities might come to arrest them and have them

executed, just as they had with Jesus. Then, to their amazement, the ‘dead’ Jesus appeared in the room and said to
them ‘Peace be with you’. We are told that the ‘disciples were filled with joy when they saw the Lord’. You bet! Sadly,
Thomas wasn’t present when all of this happened. When he joined them later, they were wild with excitement and
they kept babbling on about Jesus having been with them. Thomas was understandably sceptical and felt he needed
some sort of proof. The following Sunday Jesus appears to them again - and Thomas is with them. Jesus compliments
Thomas’ faith then says, ‘Happy are those who have not seen, yet believe.’

 Do you ever find it difficult to believe?
 How, then, do you proceed to grow in faith while temporarily finding it difficult to believe??
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Kathleen Avery
Sunday 11 April
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9.30am mass
For everyone in our parish
Terry and Sylvia Hennessy.

10.30am mass
For everyone in our parish;
William & Teresa Newton;

Moira McCallum
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10.30am mass
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Janey Slevin; Alice & Thomas McKenna

Anniversaries:
St Michael’s: Ann Brennan, Elizabeth Forster, James McNaughton, Terry Kendall, Jane Dixon, John Burns,
John Robinson.
Our Lady Queen of Martyrs: Catherine Brennan, Agnes Collins, Thomas Hansom, William Elsdon, Colin McPhail,
Rose Anne Coad, Ann Cutmore, Kevin Boyle, Winifred McDermott, Jack Gannon, Thomas McKenna, James Lowergan,
Catherine Donnelly.
St Joseph’s: Anne Skelton, Veronica James, Dennis Sunter, Deacon Meah, Roy Hall, Lawrence Murray, Ray Dawson,
Gertrude Towns, William Payne, Ronald Cassidy, Richard Purdom.

Church cleaners during this week (12-17 April) (Team 3)
St Joseph’s: St Michael’s: Our Lady Queen of Martyrs:
Christine Brennan, Joe Cutm0re,
Geraldine Barnes, John Flynn.

Jill Cox, Lynn Dumighan,
Karen Thompson.

Angela McKenna, Esther Martin,
Melanie Lee, Shelagh Robinson.

Stewards next weekend (17/ 18 April) (Team 2)
St Joseph’s: St Michael’s: Our Lady Queen of Martyrs:
Elsie Vasey, John Alderton,
Esther Martin, Lynn Dumighan.

Stuart Cox, John Flynn,
Karen Thompson.

Colleen Brown, Angela McKenna,
Kevin Quigley.

Gift Aid envelopes: Envelopes for the next year are available for collection. The records are not completely accurate
so they have been printed for all donors. If you pay GADS by standing order through your bank account you do not
need envelopes. Thank you for contributing to GADS. It is an important fund-raising activity and underpins the
parish finances.
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Second Sunday of Easter

Masses: Thank you to all who came along to share in our Holy Week liturgies and Easter
Sunday masses. Admittedly it is not so easy to attend church as in pre-pandemic days but
our system seems, generally, to work. It does mean, however, that we need to remember
to phone in to book a place for a given mass. We cannot simply ‘turn up’ unannounced.
Over the months there have only been two or three occasions when people have come
along without having booked and, sadly, they had to be turned away because we had
reached ‘capacity’ for the church. It isn’t a good experience for anyone when people are
turned away from mass. Stewards can feel bad at having to deliver this message and those who hear it can feel hurt.
This is why we need to phone in to book a place. Each week in our newsletter you can find the numbers to ring and
at what time. Please don’t just leave a message. Your place is not confirmed until the person taking the calls has
verified it, and please try to keep to the times given in the newsletter. It isn’t really fair to the person on the end of
the phone if you ring outside of those hours, or on a completely different day, or if the person taking calls then has
to ring you back to pursue a voicemail message you may have left. If you wish to attend any of our masses next
weekend, please phone:-

> 01740-469532 between 10.00am – 2.00pm onWednesday,
or 07702- 126032 between 5.00 – 6.00pm on Thursday.

Then remember to come to mass with a face-covering which covers both mouth and nose, and you will be led to a
seat in church which allows for a 2-metre distance from others. Let’s continue to keep one another safe!

‘Divine Mercy’: This Sunday
after Easter tends to be
celebrated as ‘Divine Mercy’
Sunday. This message and
devotion to Jesus as The Divine
Mercy is based on the writings of
Saint Faustina Kowalska, an
uneducated Polish nun who, in

obedience to her spiritual director, wrote a diary of
about 600 pages recording the revelations she received
about God's mercy. Pope John Paul II, a Polish pope,
introduced this feast into the Catholic calendar
worldwide. ‘Divine Mercy’ Sunday reminds us that the
Lord grants forgiveness of all sin, and offers mercy even
to the most hardened sinner!

Saturday 6.00pm mass at St Joseph’s : This mass
is now being recorded most weeks for the ‘St John Boste
YouTube’ channel. You should be able to view this on
the Sunday.

Thinking about sacraments: Any families thinking
about baptism, Reconciliation or First Communion for
their child, or any couple thinking about a wedding,
might like to think about joining us for mass at a
weekend. It is all about feeling ourselves to be genuinely
part of our faith-community. Each week this newsletter
offers the phone numbers and the times for booking
places at mass. See above.

Sick and retired clergy: Priests who are active in
parish ministry receive an allowance each month. Those
who are retired receive their state pension with
additional help from the diocese for their energy bills
and house repairs. It is in this respect that, each year, we
invite you to contribute to a collection to support our
sick and retired clergy. We will have a basket available
when you leave church next weekend if you should like
to contribute.

What do you believe? An Evening with Fr.
Stephen Wang: Fr. Stephen Wang is the author of
Sycamore, a programme that has grown into a resource
being used throughout the world. In the bible, Jesus
comes to the town of Jericho. A man called Zacchaeus is
so curious about Jesus that he climbs a Sycamore tree to
get a better view. When he finally meets him, they begin
a conversation, and his life is changed forever. The
Sycamore tree seemed to be the perfect image of
something that helps others to get a wider perspective
on life and faith. The Vicariate for Faith & Mission is
pleased to welcome Fr. Stephen to our diocese on
Wednesday 21st April 7-8pm for a virtual conversation
about how we can make genuine human connections,
share our Catholic faith and reach out for a real sense of
community with a spirit of friendship. Booking is
essential; please register at
https://forms.office.com/r/X42EZKpGKz or contact
Faith & Mission by email at
adminfaith.mission@diocesehn.org.uk or telephone
07375 934713.

First confessions: Before Easter some of our children
in the primary schools celebrated the Sacrament of
Reconciliation for the first time. At St Michael’s and at
Our Lady Queen of Martyrs this was celebrated in a
socially distanced way inside the schools. At St Joseph’s
school we celebrated outside in the sun. Some more
children from St Michael’s will be celebrating
Reconciliation this coming Wednesday. Our First
Communions will be celebrated on weekday evenings in
May, with ten families at a time. Unfortunately, because
of distancing regulations we can only accommodate the
child, plus parents, plus siblings. That’s all, I’m afraid.

Bible study: There are regular monthly meetings of
our local ecumenical group for bible study. The next
session is to be at 2.30pm this Monday, 12 April. I can
give Zoom details to anyone wanting to join in.

Readings for next weekend: Acts 3: 13-15, 17-19; 1
John 2: 1-5; Luke 24: 35-48. The question is put to us
next weekend’s gospel reading: is the risen Jesus no
more than a ghost?
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