
St John Boste Parish, West Durham
Esh, Esh Winning, Langley Park and Ushaw Moor

St John Boste Pastoral Office, Durham Road, Ushaw Moor, Durham. DH7 7LF
Priest: Father David Coxon Tel: (0191) 373 0219
Secretary: Lisa Hatton Tel: (0191) 373 0219

Office Hours: Tues – Thurs from 9.30am–2.30pm
E-mail: ushawmoor.stjohnboste@rcdhn.org.uk

(stjosephs.ushawmoor@btopenworld.com)
Website: wdrcp.org

Primary Schools: St Joseph’s, Ushaw Moor: Tel. (0191) 373 0355
Our Lady Queen of Martyrs, Esh Winning: Tel. (0191) 373 4343
St Michael’s Esh Laude: Tel. (0191) 373 1205

Hospital
R C Chaplain Father Paul Tully Tel. (01388) 818544

Please telephone the Chaplain if you have someone in hospital who would like a visit.

Third Sunday of the Season of Lent (Year B) : 7 March 2021

The Ten Commandments : Today’s first reading is an ancient text from the Book of
Exodus. It tells of Moses going up to the silence of the mountain top which is shrouded in
mist and, from within that cloud, he hears the voice of the God who gives him ‘the ten
words’ on two tablets of stone. We usually refer to these ‘ten words’ as the ‘Ten
Commandments’. The image behind this story is that of two kings at war. The victorious
king would demand allegiance of the defeated people and he would then lay down his rules
for them to follow. So, we have the Ten Commandments from the God who seeks

allegiance and loyalty from his people. Yet they are not ‘rules’ for the sake of rules. It’s not about God being heavy-
handed. God issues these instructions to enable and encourage his people to seek social cohesion so as to become a
united people with a genuine sense of community. It’s about seeking respect for one another in their day-to-day
relationships to encourage them to be a successful community, the ‘people of God’. And so, through the Ten
Commandments, we are instructed not to steal from one another, not to kill, not to steal one another’s partners, not to
bear false witness because to do so brings about the breakdown of the fabric of community, and we are called to be a
particular community, a people who are God’s people.

St Joseph’s
Ushaw Moor

St Michael’s
Esh Laude

Our Lady Queen of Martyrs,
Newhouse

Saturday 6 March
Third Sunday of Lent (B)

6.00pm mass
For everyone in our parish;
Tommy and Ruby Stoddart

Sunday 7 March
Third Sunday of Lent (B)

10.30am mass
For everyone in our parish;

Anne and Harry Adams; Alice McKenna
Saturday 13 March
Fourth Sunday of Lent (B)

6.00pm mass
For everyone in our parish;

Kevin McLoughlin;
Jonathan, Irene, Veda

Ramm; Veronica Mountain
Sunday 14 March
Fourth Sunday of Lent (B)

10.30am mass
For everyone in our parish;
Arlene Connolly; Joan Davies

Recently deceased: Alan Kelly (Ushaw Moor). Alan died on Monday 1 March. His funeral will be on 18 March.

Anniversaries: St Michael’s: Veronica Merrigan, James Adcock, Andrea Ewen, Doreen Rollitt, Anne McDermot,
Patrick Glennon, Nellie Facey, John William Myers, Fred Morton, Thomas Cook, Isobel Moore, Jack Cummings,
Anthony Wallis.
Our Lady, Queen of Martyrs: Anne Rochford, Maria Reed, Norah Wilson, Betty Jones, Winifred Halliburton, Billy
Rochford, John Duggan, Jenny Elrington, Georgine Chandler, Ellen Rowley, James Hosler.
St Joseph’s : Robert Ward, Leonora Finlay, Sheila Thompson, Harry Gallagher, Ellen Gillon, Godric Jennings, Mary
Gibbon, Pat Loftus, Patrick Glennon, Jonathan Ramm, Catherine McQuillan, Thomas Charlton, John Patrick
McDermott

Church cleaners during this week (8 – 13 March) (Team 2) - if needed
St Joseph’s: St Michael’s: Our Lady Queen of Martyrs:
Esther Martin, Kyle Oman,
Melanie Lee, Bill Donnelly.

Jill Cox, John Flynn,
Anne McMahon.

A McKenna, Catherine McKeown,
Colleen Brown, Geraldine Barnes.

Stewards next weekend (13/14 March) (Team 1) - if needed
St Joseph’s: St Michael’s: Our Lady Queen of Martyrs:
Christine Brennan, Margaret Coonan,
Joe Cutmore, Bill Donnelly.

Anne McMahon, Jill Cox,
Shelagh Robinson.

Cecilia Wharton, Angela McKenna,
Tom Brennan.

Saturday 6.00pm mass at St Joseph’s : This mass is now being recorded most weeks for the ‘St John Boste
YouTube’ channel. You should be able to view this on the Sunday.

Art and Prayer for each day: See www.Christian.Art Each day’s gospel passage is given along with some classical
art to illustrate the text. This is followed by a commentary and invitation to prayer. It’s well worth a look!

mailto:ushawmoor.stjohnboste@rcdhn.org.uk
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THIRD SUNDAY OF THE SEASON OF LENT (Year B)

Masses: The government’s “road map” has been made known but, as the deputy Chief Medical Officer has
said, “It’s really important not to take our foot off the brakes”. While more and more people have now had a
vaccine, we still need to be vigilant at all times. As well as the vaccine, we are still asked to stay at home as
far as possible. When we do go out it remains important that each of us continues to maintain proper social
distancing, wearing a face covering which covers both mouth and nose, and regular washing of hands with
soap and water or a suitable hand sanitiser. Try not to rely on only one precaution. Even when wearing a
face covering it is still advisable to stand at least 2 metres apart. A further precaution we take is the
cleaning of all our churches with water & disinfectant in advance of every opening - weekend masses,
funerals, Holy Days and, eventually, First Communion masses…. If you would like to offer help with this
30-minute clean as part of a team, please contact the Parish Office (373 0219). We are currently having ….
6.00pmmass on Saturday 13 March at St Joseph’s and then a
10.30am on Sunday 14March at Our Lady Queen ofMartyrs.
Since we still need to keep distance in church then it is essential that we phone in to book a place for mass.
Please note the days and the times when, this week, you can book a place for these masses:-

> 01740-469532 between 10.00am – 2.00pm onWednesday,
or > 0191- 366 9465 between 5.00 – 6.00pm on Thursday.

Lenten ‘Lectio Divina’: A
prayer sheet is once again
available on our website to
help you to prepare for
Sunday, 14 March. On
Monday evening, you can

also join us at 7.30pm on Zoom to reflect on the Gospel
passage together. The Zoom details are published in our
Facebook group, or are available from
christine.brennan61@gmail.com If those without on-
line access would like a paper copy of this, please contact
the Parish Office.

Parish Anchors: At the beginning
of Lent we invited people to take
time to pray each day for our parish
and for the communities of our
villages. The Prayer Intention for
this week is: For the people of the
villages of West Durham, the communities in which we
live, that we may all grow in love of God and of our
neighbour.

Hymn board at St Joseph’s: Today is the third
Sunday of Lent. At the front of St Joseph’s church, the
hymn board still has the numbers for mass for the third
Sunday of Lent - last year! We’ve had no singing since.
It feels strange to realise that we have now completed a
whole liturgical year in some form of lock-down.

Virtual Parish Coffee Morning:
Our next coffee morning be on
Saturday 13 March at 10.30am. All
very welcome. The Zoom details are
published in our Facebook group, or
are available from
christine.brennan61@gmail.com

Foodbank: Today is the first weekend of March, the
time when we would normally have invited donations of
food for the Food Bank. As you are aware, this cannot
happen at present but the depot is as busy as ever,
providing a lifeline to people in crisis: people who never
expected to apply for benefits or need a foodbank. They
are grateful for our continued generosity, by prayer and
monetary donations (allowing them to target-buy the
things they most need). To get or to give help, please go
to their website: durham.foodbank.org.uk, or
telephone 0191 303 7559

Lenten reflections: The daily ‘Lenten Reflections’ are
available on our diocesan website (rcdhn.org.uk) and
can also be requested by daily email from the diocese. If
you would like a paper copy of these reflections during
Lent then please let us know at the Parish Office and a
copy can be printed off for you (Tel. 373 0219 or email
stjosephs.ushawmoor@btopenworld.com )

Fr Robert Riedling: A few years ago, Fr Robert came
from his home in Australia to do a doctorate at Durham
University. While here, he was looking after St Patrick’s
parish, Langley Moor. Robert has now returned to
Australia and, last Monday, 1 March, took up an
appointment as Dean of St Patrick's Cathedral,
Parramatta. This is a diocese about 15 miles from Sydney.
In an email he sends his regards.

Celebrating ‘The Year of St.
Joseph, 2021’: The Finchale
Partnership has 4 churches
with a dedication to St. Joseph,
and during this Year of St.
Joseph we will be celebrating
by providing a variety of
different materials for you. St.
Joseph’s church in Gilesgate is
part of Durham Martyrs parish, and they will be
producing a prayer pack and resources for the Feast of St.
Joseph on March 19th. More information will be
available soon. The other churches our Partnership
dedicated to St Joseph are at Ushaw Moor, Langley Park
and Coxhoe.

Back to school: It has
been a difficult year for our
schools, but also for parents
coping with home schooling
and, perhaps, themselves
trying to work from home.

On Monday our children will return to school. Apart
from the education side of things it’s also important they
have the opportunity to meet with friends. Here’s a
chance, though, to give a further big ‘thank you’ to the
staff of our schools for their creativity and speedy
adaptability so many times over during the past twelve
months.

Readings for next weekend: 2 Chronicles 36: 14-16,
19-23; Ephesians 2: 4-10; John 3: 14-21
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