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Palm Sunday (Year B) : 28 March 2021

Waving palm branches: Think football scarves. Think flags. These are things that we
wave with enthusiasm in times of jubilation, excitement and sheer delight. The waving of
palm leaves in the time of Jesus expressed the same thing: enthusiasm, excitement, fun. The
city was heaving with activity that weekend and, amidst all the activity, Jesus approached
Jerusalem and was hailed by the crowds as the one that God had chosen to support God’s
people. The Hebrew word for the ‘chosen one of God’ was the ‘Messiah’ which, in Greek, was
translated as ‘Christos’ or, as we translate into English, ‘the Christ’. So, lots of excitement and

merriment as Jesus approached the city. By the crowds he was hailed as ‘the Christ’ but, to the religious authorities,
this Jesus from Nazareth was a serious threat. Within days these religious authorities would have succeeded in shifting
public opinion and so turned people against Jesus to the extent that they were crying out for him to be executed. All of
this is the drama of Holy Week and, today, we followers of Jesus mark the beginning of Holy Week. So, a couple of
questions to ponder:-

- When have you felt delight at having Jesus in your life?
- Have you ever wished Jesus completely out of your life? What were the circumstances?

For us, then, ‘Holy Week’ is not just a series of days of the week; it’s not just a passing of time, days to tick off on a
calendar. It encapsulates the ups and downs of our lives, our emotions, our personal journeys of faith. Sometimes we
feel we are wildly in support of Jesus and want him to be part of our lives. On other occasions we may feel that Jesus is
an intrusion, one who disturbs what we want to do. In your own journey of faith, where are you at present?
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Anniversaries during Holy Week:
St Michael’s: Margaret Hancock, Vera Forster, Jack Hewitson, Tommy Cummings, William Josiah McTear, Martyn
Anthony Hallam, Sharon Ravenscroft.
Our Lady, Queen of Martyrs: Agnes Newton, James Kelly, Winnifred Harrison, Joan Emmerson, Edith Hughes,
Bessie Patterson, Jane Gallagher, Margaret Chapman, Julie Quigley, Edith Elsdon.
St Joseph’s: William Cairns, Frank Kelly, Jimmy Connolly, Alice Pattinson, John Pattinson (jnr), Steven Tomlinson,
Veronica Halpin, Catherine Smith, Frank Murray.

Recordings of Holy Week services: We are hoping to record our Holy Week liturgies from St Joseph’s, Ushaw
Moor this week. They are not being live-streamed but, hopefully, those people who are unable to attend the actual
services should be able to watch them a little later on the ‘St John Boste YouTube’ channel.

Lenten reflections: This is the final week of the daily ‘Lenten Reflections’ offered by the Vicariate for Faith and
Mission in our diocese. Again, these reflections are available on our diocesan website (rcdhn.org.uk)
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Holy Week liturgies: If you have been to our Palm Sunday masses you will have
been offered a palm, but also a couple of bars of soap wrapped in a picture of ‘The
Washing of the Feet’ by the German artist Sieger Koder. One is for you and your
household and one is for you to pass on to someone else. So, what’s all this about the
soap? Well, we can’t have the foot-washing liturgy at mass on Maundy Thursday but,
at home, you may like to wash one another’s feet. This will undoubtedly prompt
smiles and laughter. But washing the feet of guests used to be the servant’s job, and so ‘foot-washing’ is a
symbol of our wanting to be of service to others - which is why Jesus did it at the Last Supper. So, the soap
that you receive today - one for you and one to pass on - is to prompt you to ‘wash people’s feet’. Literally
and figuratively. Even if you don’t actually wash people’s feet with this soap then remember that every time
you wash your hands during this period of Covid you are helping to protect others from the virus, and so
you are ‘serving’ them. So, even if you don’t come to our mass on Maundy Thursday, you can still share in
what the ‘foot-washing’ is about! Then there is the Easter Vigil, the most important ceremony on the
Christian calendar. If, on Saturday night, you are coming to our Easter Vigil then, since we can’t use candles
this year, why not bring a small torch, or the light on your phone (suitably switched off during our mass).
Last Tuesday night and at recent vigils to remember the murdered woman, Sarah Everard, we saw the
effectiveness of holding light. Why not bring a light to our Easter Vigil to shine out as we renew our
baptismal promises. Let’s be imaginative in these strange times!

Foodbank: Next weekend
will be the first weekend of
April, the time when we would
normally have invited
donations of food for the Food

Bank. As you are aware, this cannot happen at present
but the depot is as busy as ever, providing a lifeline to
people in crisis: people who never expected to apply for
benefits or need a foodbank. They are grateful for our
continued generosity, by prayer and monetary donations
(allowing them to target-buy the things they most need).
To get or to give help, please go to their
website: durham.foodbank.org.uk, or telephone
0191 303 7559

‘Test and Trace’: If you have a smart phone with the
NHS app you can now click on to the NHS icon as you
enter any of our churches. If there should be a local
outbreak of Covid-19 this can help with the ‘Track and
Trace’.

Prayer for Anchors: This Holy Week’s intention : for
Christians everywhere, that we may live this Holy Week
with special reverence, self-giving and devotion.

Gift Aid envelopes: Envelopes for
the next year are available for
collection. The records are not
completely accurate so they have
been printed for all donors. If you
pay GADS by standing order through
your bank account you do not

need envelopes. Thank you for contributing to GADS.
It is an important fund-raising activity and underpins
the parish finances.

‘The bishop’: In every diocese ‘the bishop’ is a symbol
of unity. If you are unable to attend services in our own
church over Holy Week and Easter you may like to watch
the bishop’s services at St Mary’s cathedral, Newcastle.
It will be live-streamed on the ‘Cathedral YouTube
channel’.

Clocks forward: The clocks go FORWARD by one
hour this Sunday morning (28 March). Summer time
begins.

Finchale Partnership Confirmation
Programme: We are working across the
Partnership to develop new opportunities
for our young people, while continuing to
offer Confirmation preparation in each
parish. We can also make arrangements to
support the Confirmation of older

candidates if you have not yet had the chance to be
Confirmed. It was hoped to begin the next Confirmation
preparation programme in Spring 2021. However, as
you will appreciate, the uncertainties arising from the
current Covid situation make it difficult to plan a
meaningful and engaging Partnership Confirmation
programme for our candidates at present. The start of
the 2021 programme has therefore been postponed, and
we are provisionally planning to commence the
programme in September. We will provide a further
update after Easter.

Church cleaners and stewards: Volunteers should
have received rotas for Holy Week a couple of weeks ago.
If in doubt, please contact the parish office. In his letter
that was read out last weekend, Bishop Robert Byrne
thanked ‘our NHS workers and all those who are on the
front line in the caring professions’ and then he went on
to say ‘Thanks also to those volunteers who have
worked hard to keep our churches open’. I would like to
add my own thanks to cleaners and stewards; without
your help, week after week, our churches could not
remain open. I also want to express my thanks to those
who have taken bookings for mass over the months, and
those who, in all weathers, have gone round delivering
newsletters to those who can’t access it on-line. A big
thank you!

Maundy Thursday mass: We
cannot wash feet in our liturgy this
year but we can have a display of
shoes of various shapes and sizes:
children’s shoes, dress shoes,
working boots, wellies… Thanks
for those that have come in so far. If you would like to
drop off a shoe to the Parish Office before Monday
evening, please put a note in the shoe with the name of
the owner. We would hate to lose one of your shoes!




	Saturday 27 March
	Sunday 28 March

