
St John Boste Parish, West Durham
Esh, Esh Winning, Langley Park and Ushaw Moor

St John Boste Pastoral Office, Durham Road, Ushaw Moor, Durham. DH7 7LF
Priest: Father David Coxon Tel: (0191) 373 0219
Secretary: Lisa Hatton Tel: (0191) 373 0219

Office Hours: Tues – Thurs from 9.30am–2.30pm
E-mail: ushawmoor.stjohnboste@rcdhn.org.uk

(stjosephs.ushawmoor@btopenworld.com)
Website: wdrcp.org

Primary Schools: St Joseph’s, Ushaw Moor: Tel. (0191) 373 0355
Our Lady Queen of Martyrs, Esh Winning: Tel. (0191) 373 4343
St Michael’s Esh Laude: Tel. (0191) 373 1205

Hospital
R C Chaplain Father Paul Tully Tel. (01388) 818544

Please telephone the Chaplain if you have someone in hospital who would like a visit.

Fourth Sunday of the Season of Lent (Year B) : 14 March 2021
The story: There are all sorts of ways in which we can read the bible. One way is to use
the ‘Lectio Divina’, the ‘reading spiritually’, that has been available to us during Lent.
Then St Ignatius sought to read the accounts of what Jesus did and then imagine himself
into the story line so that he could see and feel and smell the entire situation and notice
how people and, in turn, how he, reacts to the message of Jesus. I find this a helpful way of
praying. Then again, I like simply to read ‘the story of the bible’ so that I can get a sense of
the unfolding history of Israel and so discover where the prophets and the more famous
kings fit in to the story-line. Today’s first reading tells us about the destruction of the
Temple of Jerusalem by King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon in 598BC. He stole all the

valuables from the Temple, set fire to it and then removed all the natural leaders and people of influence 500 miles
away to Babylon. So, we then we look at today’s psalm which has many times been used as a modern song: ‘By the
rivers of Babylon, we sat and wept, remembering Zion [Jerusalem]’. Towards the end of today’s first reading Cyrus,
King of Persia, has overthrown the Babylonian empire and has given permission to some of the Jews to go back to
Jerusalem to rebuild the Temple.

St Joseph’s
Ushaw Moor

St Michael’s
Esh Laude

Our Lady Queen of Martyrs,
Newhouse

Saturday 13 March
Fourth Sunday of Lent (B)

6.00pm mass
For everyone in our parish

Kevin McLoughlin;
Jonathan, Irene, Veda

Ramm; Veronica Mountain;
Tom Charlton.

Sunday 14 March
Fourth Sunday of Lent (B)

10.30am mass
For everyone in our parish

Arlene Connolly; Joan Davies
Saturday 20 March
Fifth Sunday of Lent (B)

6.00pm mass
For everyone in our parish

Maureen Hallam
Sunday 21 March
Fifth Sunday of Lent (B)

9.30am mass
For everyone in our parish

Winnie Lyons & Mary Standring;
Tom Allcroft

10.30am mass
For everyone in our parish

Noreen Fodden

Recently deceased: Robert Davison (Esh Winning). This is Bernadette’s husband. Robert died on 4 March and his
funeral was at Newhouse on Friday. Alan Kelly died on 1 March and his funeral will be at St Joseph’s on 18 March.

Anniversaries: St Michael’s: Ursula Taylor, R.W.Coulson, Joseph Wilson, Edward Moralee.
Our Lady, Queen of Martyrs: Jimmy Rochford, Patrick Halpin, Joseph McElwee, Michael Hogan, Olive McKenna,
Paul Wright, Elizabeth Cantwell.
St Joseph’s: Kevin McLoughlin, Ivy Kirby, Mary Burke, Mary McEleavey, Mary Wilkinson, Joseph Mountain, Peter
Hughes, William Walsh, Edward Keelty, Jackie McEleavey, John McEleavey, Tony Kennedy, Eddie Keelty.

Church cleaners during this week (15 -20 March) (Team 3)
St Joseph’s: St Michael’s: Our Lady Queen of Martyrs:
Christine Brennan, Joe Cutmore,
Geraldine Barnes, John Flynn

Jill Cox, Lynn Dumighan.
Karen Thompson.

Angela McKenna, Esther Martin,
Melanie Lee, Shelagh Robinson

Stewards next weekend (20/21 March) (Team 2)
St Joseph’s: St Michael’s: Our Lady Queen of Martyrs:
Elsie Vasey, John Alderton,
Esther Martin, Lynn Dumighan.

Stuart Cox, John Flynn.
Karen Thompson.

Colleen Brown, Angela McKenna,
Kevin Quigley, Catherine McKeown.

Prayer for Anchors: This week’s intention For the Finchale Partnership, that we may work together in our
partnership of parishes, to bring the light of God to all, that we may see and live the mystery of Christ in our daily lives.
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FOURTH SUNDAY OF THE SEASON OF LENT (Year B)
Masses: Perhaps because of the better weather, perhaps because more people have now had a vaccine, we have
had more people wanting to attend weekend mass the past couple of weeks. Last week a few people had to be told
that our churches were at maximum capacity. Maybe now is the time to re-open St Michael’s for Sunday mass.
So, in addition to St Joseph’s at 6.00pm on a Saturday and Our Lady Queen of Martyrs at 10.30am on a Sunday
we will also have mass at 9.30am at St Michael’s from next Sunday. Those people whose turn it is for stewarding
can check the rota on page 2 of this newsletter. Again, it is always essential that you phone in to book a place for
each mass giving your name, phone number and whether you are coming as an individual, as a couple or as a
household that lives under the same roof (though people who live alone can be part of one social bubble with a
household). When you phone, might I ask that you don’t just leave a message, please? Sometimes, while the
person taking bookings is on the phone to someone, two more people ring in and leave a message, then the
person taking bookings has to phone them back to confirm! Please ensure that you speak to someone personally
to confirm your place in church. The telephone numbers to phone are different this week so do check below!

We will have mass at 6.00pm next Saturday, 20 March at St Joseph’s, Ushaw Moor;
at 9.30am on Sunday, 21 March at St Michael’s, Esh;
at 10.30am on Sunday, 21 March at Our Lady Queen of Martyrs, Newhouse.

To book a place for any of next weekend’s masses please phone :-

> 0191- 373 5977 between 10.00am – 2.00pm onWednesday,
or > 0191- 366 9465 between 5.00 – 6.00pm on Thursday.

Confirmation: Anyone interested in
being confirmed? Like so much else, we
haven’t had Confirmations for a while.
In our Finchale Partnership we are
hoping to start a preparation
programme in the autumn.

Fr Paul Hopper: Fr Paul Hopper succeeded Fr Robert
Riedling at Langley Moor in March 2020 but I
discovered during the week that Fr Paul has now decided
to retire. Very shortly, Canon Paul Douthwaite will take
over as priest in charge at St Patrick’s.

Lenten ‘Lectio Divina’: Details on our website to
help you prepare for Sunday, 21 March. To join in the
shared reflection on Monday at 7.30pm see the Zoom
details published in our Facebook group, or are available
from christine.brennan61@gmail.com

Feast of St Joseph (Friday): Some
interesting material on Durham
Martyrs’ website :
www.durhammartyrs.co.uk

Thinking about sacraments: Any
families thinking about baptism, Reconciliation or First
Communion for their child, or any couple thinking about
a wedding, might like to think about joining us for mass
at a weekend. It is all about feeling ourselves to be
genuinely part of our faith-community. Each week this
newsletter offers the phone numbers and the times for
booking places at mass.

Virtual Parish Coffee Morning: Saturday 20 March
at 10.30am. Zoom details from
christine.brennan61@gmail.com

Holy Week and Easter: The liturgy of Holy Week includes far more movement
that a normal weekend mass since we have processions, foot washing, the veneration
of the cross etc. These are important parts of the liturgy, but this year there is so
much we can’t do because of social distancing. Yet we would like to be imaginative in
how we celebrate Holy Week. We also have the limitations of maximum capacity in
our church buildings and so we will still need to phone in to book places. Perhaps I
could ask that you don’t seek to book a place for every service. Choose one service
and this will create opportunity for other people. Maundy Thursday, Good Friday
and the Easter Vigil will all be celebrated at St Joseph’s, Ushaw Moor. However, on
Good Friday we are also hoping to have Stations of the Cross at Our Lady Queen of Martyrs and at St Michael’s, both at
3.00pm. It was thought that if we select an early date for booking for Holy Week then, if places are left over, we still
have time to advertise these seats. So, if you would like to attend the Maundy Thursday mass (7.00pm), the Good
Friday liturgy (3.00pm), Good Friday Stations at Newhouse (3.00pm), Good Friday Stations at Esh (3.00pm), the
Easter Vigil (possibly 7.30pm), Easter Sunday mass at St Michael’s (9.30am), or the Easter Sunday mass at Newhouse
(10.30am) then please phone thisMonday, 15 March on the following numbers during the times given:-

> 10.00am – 12 noon : 0191- 447 5308;
> 1.00 – 3.00pm : 0191- 373 4284;
> 5.00 – 7.00pm : 0191- 373 0219.

Again, please don’t leave a message as this may not be picked up and as such you may not be booked in. Please ensure
that you speak to someone personally to confirm your place in church.
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