
St John Boste Parish, West Durham
Esh, Esh Winning, Langley Park and Ushaw Moor

St John Boste Pastoral Office, Durham Road, Ushaw Moor, Durham. DH7 7LF
Priest: Father David Coxon Tel: (0191) 373 0219
Secretary: Lisa Hatton Tel: (0191) 373 0219

Office Hours: Tues – Thurs from 9.30am–2.30pm
E-mail: ushawmoor.stjohnboste@rcdhn.org.uk

(stjosephs.ushawmoor@btopenworld.com)
Website: wdrcp.org

Primary Schools: St Joseph’s, Ushaw Moor: Tel. (0191) 373 0355
Our Lady Queen of Martyrs, Esh Winning: Tel. (0191) 373 4343
St Michael’s Esh Laude: Tel. (0191) 373 1205

Hospital
R C Chaplain Father Paul Tully Tel. (01388) 818544

Please telephone the Chaplain if you have someone in hospital who would like a visit.

First Sunday of the Season of Lent (Year B) : 21 February 2021
Lent: ‘Lent’ is a period of time, forty days which take us from Ash Wednesday to Easter.
But it’s more than that. The word ‘Lent’ means ‘springtime’ as in the ‘lengthening’ of the
days. Springtime is about new life, fresh starts, new beginnings. Lent, then, is a time when
we are each invited to look into our hearts to discern what makes us tick. What are we

striving for in our lives? What are we wanting to achieve? To what extent does what we want fall into line with what
God may want? And then, the big question: what attitudes or priorities in our lives might need to be altered so that
we are more aligned with what God wants for us and for our world? This is where prayer, fasting and almsgiving
come in. These are not meant to be punishments! Rather, they are things we voluntarily enter into so as to focus less
on ourselves and more upon the things of God. Praying creates a definite space for God in our daily lives; fasting from
sweets, alcohol, TV or whatever is a daily reminder to focus not so much upon comfort but more upon things which are
important; almsgiving is an opportunity to look beyond ourselves to recognise the everyday needs of people around us.
Lent is about fresh starts, new beginnings. Happy Lent!

St Joseph’s
Ushaw Moor

St Michael’s
Esh Laude

Our Lady Queen of Martyrs,
Newhouse

Saturday 20 February
First Sunday of Lent (B)

6.00pm mass
For everyone in our parish

Brian Young
Sunday 21 February
First Sunday of Lent (B)

10.30am mass
For everyone in our parish

Laurence and Mary Standring.
Monday 22 February 1.45pm mass

Funeral mass for Mary Standring

Saturday 27 February
Second Sunday of Lent (B)

6.00pm mass
For everyone in our parish

Ron Jackson
Sunday 28 February
Second Sunday of Lent (B)

10.30am mass
For everyone in our parish

Christine Potts

Anniversaries: Our Lady Queen of Martyrs: William Hughes, Mary Shaw, Jane Quigley, Olive Emmerson,
Sarah Hughes, Ellen Rochford, Mary Bone, Larry Joyce, Margaret Dowdall, Betty Cantwell, Bill McMahon,
Joseph Corrigan, Christine Potts.
St Joseph’s: Gladys Conroy, Catherine Purdom, Olive Pattinson, Jane Wilson, Joseph Craggs, John Campion,
Beryl Flatley, Mary Howarth, Joseph McQuillan, Bill Johnson, Susan Sanders, Patrick Smith, Mary Smith.
St Michael’s: Ellen Knox, Irene Fenwick, Mary Whitty, Carl Vitale, Peter Gilroy.

Church cleaners during this week (22-27 February) (Team 3) if needed.
St Joseph’s: St Michael’s: Our Lady Queen of Martyrs:
Christine Brennan, Joe Cutmore,
Geraldine Barnes, John Flynn

Jill Cox, Lynn Dumighan. Angela McKenna, Esther Martin,
Melanie Lee, Shelagh Robinson

Stewards next weekend (27/28 February) (Team 1) - if needed
St Joseph’s: St Michael’s: Our Lady Queen of Martyrs:
Christine Brennan, Margaret
Coonan, Joe Cutmore, Bill Donnelly

Jill Cox, Shelagh Robinson,
Anne McMahon.

Cecilia Wharton, Angela McKenna,
Tom Brennan.

Test and Trace’: If you have a smart phone with the NHS app you can now click on to the NHS icon as you enter
any of our churches. If there should be a local outbreak of covid-19 this can help with the ‘Track and Trace’.

Northern Catholic Calendars: You may be interested in contact details for parishes, partnerships, schools,
convents, diocesan offices or priests across our diocese of Hexham and Newcastle. If so, we have copies of our 2021
directory available for £3. If anyone wants a copy please let us know.

Finchale Partnership: A newsletter from our local partnership is available with our parish newsletter today.
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FIRST SUNDAY OF THE SEASON OF LENT (Year B)

Masses: Apologies to those who had booked a place for mass at Our Lady Queen of Martyrs last Sunday
morning. On the Saturday it was discovered that, in the icy weather, the lock had frozen in the access door
to the church. In trying to sort this out the door handle came off! We had hoped to have this fixed on the
Saturday afternoon but, unfortunately, that wasn’t possible and so, to avoid people arriving in vain on
Sunday morning, it seemed better to contact people to say that the mass had been cancelled. We are now
up and running again, and once again ready to take bookings for masses next weekend. In every area of our
lives we are trying to take as many precautions as we can against Covid: face coverings, social distancing,
not mixing outside of our own household/bubble, hand washing…. A further precaution we take is the
cleaning of all our churches with water & disinfectant in advance of every opening. If you would like to offer
help with this 30-minute clean as part of a team, please contact the Parish Office (3730219). With church
cleaning and stewarding it is good to spread the load and share the tasks. We are currently hoping to have a
6.00pmmass on Saturday 27 February at St Joseph’s and then a
10.30am on Sunday 28 February at Our Lady Queen ofMartyrs.
Please note the days and the times when you can book a place for these masses this week:-

> 01740-469532 between 10.00am – 2.00pm onWednesday,
or > 0191- 366 9465 between 5.00 – 6.00pm on Thursday.

Do try, please, to stick to these times for booking for mass.

Virtual Parish Coffee
Morning: For the past
few months, we have been
holding a regular Parish
Coffee Morning on
Thursdays, to help us all to
keep in touch during

lockdown. Of course, many people are at work, and
aren’t able to join on Thursdays, so for the next few
weeks, our coffee morning will move to
Saturday. Would you like to join other members of the
parish for a coffee and an online chat? Join us this
coming Saturday, 27th February at 10.30am . Details of
how to join the Zoom call will be posted in the Parish
Facebook Group. If you aren’t on Facebook, just email
christine.brennan61@gmail.com for the Zoom meeting
link.

Feedback: Over the months we
have sometimes offered material
additional to our newsletter: Lectio
Divina, Anchor prayer, Advent
reflections, suggestions for ways of praying, our mass on
YouTube …. Have you found any of these to be helpful?
Or not?

The Spirituality of the Oratory: In the next session
of the Finchale Partnership's series on the Spirituality of
the Religious Orders, Bishop Robert Byrne CO will speak
to us about the Oratorians. The talk will take place on
Zoom, on Thursday 25th February at 7.00pm. Zoom
login details will be available in the Parish Facebook
Group or by emailing margaretdoyle1066@sky.com

Lenten reflections: Last week
everyone should have received a
copy of our diocesan booklet of
‘Lenten Reflections’ with a thought
for every day. These are available
on our diocesan website
(rcdhn.org.uk) and can also be

requested by daily email from the diocese. If you would
like a paper copy of these reflections during Lent then
please let us know at the Parish Office (Tel. 373 0219 or
email stjosephs.ushawmoor@btopenworld.com )

Lent course: ‘Caring for Creation’: This is a five-
week course over five Fridays during Lent. It starts at
2.00pm each Friday beginning 26 February on Zoom.
Details about the link can be obtained through our
Parish Office. Booklets are available too.

During Lent, we have the chance to reflect each day on
the Gospel reading for the coming weekend using the
Lectio Divina. Reflection sheets will be available from
the parish website and the Facebook page. If those
without on-line access would like a paper copy of this,
please contact the Parish Office. A short online reflection
will take place on Mondays at 7.30pm, the first being
Monday 22nd. To take part in the online reflection,
please contact Phil Mackie on phil@big-small.co.uk

As you are likely already aware, the UK
Government has temporarily allowed home abortions.
Since home abortions were temporarily allowed, as has
been reported extensively in the media, a number of
significant problems have put the lives and health of
many women in danger. The UK Government has
launched a consultation on whether to make permanent
the current temporary arrangement allowing ‘DIY’ home
abortions. The consequences of this measure would be
devastating to the care and protection of both unborn
babies and their mothers. It is vital that as many people
as possible take part to ensure the voices of the most
vulnerable are heard. Right To Life UK has set up an
easy-to-use tool on their website that makes it simple to
complete your submission. If you would like to take part
and make a submission to this consultation before it
closes at 11:59pm on 26 February 2021, you can do so by
visiting the link below. It only takes 2 minutes!
https://righttolife.org.uk/ukconsultation

‘The Way of the Cross’: The Way of the Cross, or
‘Stations’, is a traditional meditation during Lent. This
year, why not lay a cross on a table, perhaps read the
Gospel of Mark, chapter 15, pause to think about it, then
write your reflections as your very own ‘Stations of the
Cross’?

Readings for next Sunday: Genesis 22: 1-2, 9-13, 15-
18; Romans 8: 31-34; Mark 9: 2-10. -
Transfiguration: the disciples see Jesus in a new light.
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