
St John Boste Parish, West Durham
Esh, Esh Winning, Langley Park and Ushaw Moor

St John Boste Pastoral Office, Durham Road, Ushaw Moor, Durham. DH7 7LF
Priest: Father David Coxon Tel: (0191) 373 0219
Secretary: Lisa Hatton Tel: (0191) 373 0219

Office Hours: Tues – Thurs from 9.30am–2.30pm
E-mail: ushawmoor.stjohnboste@rcdhn.org.uk

(stjosephs.ushawmoor@btopenworld.com)
Website: wdrcp.org

Primary Schools: St Joseph’s, Ushaw Moor: Tel. (0191) 373 0355
Our Lady Queen of Martyrs, Esh Winning: Tel. (0191) 373 4343
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Sixth Sunday of the Year (Year B) : 14 February 2021
Treated like a leper: For almost a year now we have had restrictions on where we can go, and who
we can meet. WhatsApp, Zoom and other technological miracles have come into their own and yet
they still don’t manage to ‘do the job’. We are human beings. We need peace and quiet, and space to
ourselves, but we also need human contact, human touch. So, WhatsApp is great, but it doesn’t beat
a terrific hug, a hands-on ‘high-five’ or a firm and genuine handshake. The very word ‘incarnation’
means ‘becoming flesh’, ‘becoming human’. Hugs are not only pleasant, they are fairly essential.
And we have missed them! In today’s scripture readings we meet people suffering from leprosy, a
long-term infection spread through coughing or contact with fluid from the nose of an infected
person. Nerve damage may result in a lack of ability to feel pain, which can lead to the loss of parts of

a person's extremities from repeated injuries or infection due to unnoticed wounds. ‘A man infected with leprosy must
wear his clothing torn and his hair disordered. He must shield his upper lip and cry, “Unclean! Unclean!” He must live
apart; he must live outside the camp.’ You dare not touch a leper in case you contracted the disease. Yet what does
Jesus do? He stretches out his hand - and touches him. Jesus touched him! For this reason, Jesus himself now has to
go into quarantine: Jesus has to stay outside the town in places where nobody lived. Yet, it was through being touched
that the man felt human again, once more welcomed back into the community. And grinning from ear to ear!
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Laurence and Mary Standring.

Recently deceased: Mary Standring (Langley Park). Mary died last Sunday afternoon. Funeral Monday 22nd 1.45pm

Anniversaries: Our Lady, Queen of Martyrs: Henry Bradley, Veronica Hale, Roseann Slevin, Richard Raynor,
Lawrence Thompson, Henry Turner, Harry Oliver, Agnes Thompson, Violet Atkinson, Norah Stiff, Maria Brennan,
Thomas Marley.
St Joseph’s: Olive Barr, Alison Davidson, Ann Brown, Rose Campion, Maureen McEleavey, Jane Boyle, Isabel March,
Michael, Boyle, Jane Ward, Steven Riddles.
St Michael’s:Mary Johnston, Jane Turnbull, Kenneth Tague, William Parker, Joseph Hennessy, Elizabeth Rostron.

Church cleaners during this week (15-20 February) (Team 2)
St Joseph’s: St Michael’s: Our Lady Queen of Martyrs:
Esther Martin, Kyle Oman,
Melanie Lee, Bill Donnelly.

Jill Cox, John Flynn,
Anne McMahon.

A McKenna, Catherine McKeown,
Colleen Brown, Geraldine Barnes.

Stewards next weekend (20/21 February) (Team 2)
St Joseph’s: St Michael’s: Our Lady Queen of Martyrs:
Elsie Vasey, John Alderton,
Esther Martin, Lynn Dumighan.

Stuart Cox, John Flynn,
Karen Thompson.

Colleen Brown, Angela McKenna,
Kevin Quigley, Catherine McKeown.

Church cleaners: With having Ash Wednesday masses this week, I’m afraid we will need to clean churches before
Ash Wednesday then again before weekend masses. Sorry! Choose your most convenient times.
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SIXTH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR (Year B)

Masses: The health authorities are rocketing through their distribution of vaccines! However, we still
need to be vigilant at all times. So, don’t disregard social distancing, wearing a face covering which covers
both mouth and nose, and regular washing of hands (with soap and water or suitable hand sanitiser). Try
not to rely on only one precaution. Even when wearing a face covering it is still advisable to stand at least 2
metres apart; this is the space of two shopping trollies. A further precaution we take is the cleaning of all
our churches with water & disinfectant in advance of every opening. If you would like to offer help with this
30-minute clean as part of a team, please contact the Parish Office (3730219). We are currently having a
6.00pmmass on Saturday 20 February at St Joseph’s and then a
10.30am on Sunday 21 February at Our Lady Queen ofMartyrs.
Please note the days and the times when you can book a place for these masses this week:-

> 01740-469532 between 10.00am – 2.00pm onWednesday,
or > 0191- 366 9465 between 5.00 – 6.00pm on Thursday.

To book for AshWednesdaymasses, phone 0191- 373 0219 between 4.00 – 7.00pm this Monday.

Ash Wednesday, 17 February:
Lent is traditionally a time when
we fast from ‘comfort things’ so
as to focus on what is important;
we help with almsgiving to relieve
the practical needs of others; we
seek more opportunity for
praying so as to give space for
God in our lives. We receive the

ashes as the outward sign of our inner resolve. In our
culture we have always distributed the ashes by marking
people’s foreheads with a cross. In other countries, they
have tended to sprinkle ashes on people’s heads. This is
what we are encouraged to do this Ash Wednesday. We
will have a mass at St Joseph’s at 10.30am, and then at
Our Lady Queen of Martyrs at 7.00pm. The ashes will be
blessed after the homily as usual, but you can receive the
ashes sprinkled on your head as you leave the church
building.

The Spirituality of the Oratory: In the next session
of the Finchale Partnership's series on the Spirituality of
the Religious Orders, Bishop Robert Byrne CO will speak
to us about the Oratorians. The talk will take place on
Zoom, on Thursday 25th February at 7.00pm. Zoom
login details will be available in the Parish Facebook
Group or by emailing margaretdoyle1066@sky.com

Lenten Alms: “I would like to take this opportunity to
thank everyone for their kindness throughout the
pandemic - it has been truly heart-warming. Parish
support makes all the difference, allowing us to go that
extra mile in ensuring we provide outstanding care and
peace of mind to families and loved ones. If you are able
to do so, please may I ask that you consider supporting
our work once more. Thank you.” Moira Ashman, Chief
Executive, St Cuthbert’s Care

Praying the Rosary : Some people
have said that they would like to pray
the rosary as we approach Lent.
We’ve been doing this on-line on
Monday evenings at 7.00pm and the
final session will be this Monday 15th
February, as we pray the Glorious
Mysteries. Just email
christine.brennan61@gmail.com for

the Zoom meeting link. If you don’t have access to a
computer then you can still join in prayer; at 7.00pm on
Monday you can simply pray the rosary in the comfort of
your own home, knowing that others are doing the very
same thing.

Virtual Parish Coffee Morning: Perhaps you would
like to join other members of the parish for a coffee and
an online chat? To help us all to keep in touch during
the cold winter months, we will be meeting via Zoom, on
Thursday mornings at 10.30am. Join us this coming
Thursday, 18 February. Details of how to join the Zoom
call will be posted in the Parish Facebook Group. If you
aren’t on Facebook, just email
christine.brennan61@gmail.com for the Zoom meeting
link.

Lenten reflections: In Advent, the diocese offered
reflections for each day. The same is being offered for
Lent. These will be available on our diocesan website
( rcdhn.org.uk ) and can also be requested by daily email
from the diocese. Paper copies are being distributed
today with newsletters. If you would like further paper
copies during Lent then please let us know at the Parish
Office (Tel. 373 0219 or email
stjosephs.ushawmoor@btopenworld.com )

During Lent, we will have the chance to reflect each
day on the Gospel reading for the coming weekend using
the Lectio Divina. Reflection sheets will be available
from the parish website and the Facebook page. This
year, a short online reflection will take place at the start
of each week. The sheet for the 1st Sunday of Lent is
available today and the first online reflection will be on
Thursday the 18 February at 7.30pm. Later online
reflections will be on Monday evenings. To take part in
the online reflection, please contact Phil Mackie on
phil@big-small.co.uk

Parish Anchors: You may
remember that in December
last year, we invited people to
become parish anchors, making
a commitment to pray with and
for our parish, in their own
homes. With today’s newsletter,
there is an information sheet reminding us about the
role of our parish anchors, and suggesting prayer
intentions for Lent. This week’s intention, starting on
Ash Wednesday, is “For everyone in our Parish and
Partnership, that our Lenten prayers may prepare us to
celebrate the death and resurrection of Jesus this
Easter.”

Lent course: ‘Caring for creation’: five Fridays at
2.00pm starting 26 February, on Zoom. Details about
the link can be obtained through our Parish Office.
Booklets are available too.
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