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R C Chaplain Father Paul Tully Tel. (01388) 818544
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Fourth Sunday of the Year (Year B) : 31 January 2021

Prophets: When we think of ‘prophets’ our minds often go back to the Hebrew bible (Old
Testament) and we ponder how prophets long ago played such an important part in the forming of
the people of Israel. Yet prophets are needed in our modern world too. A ‘prophet’ is someone
who is very grounded, someone who sees the bigger picture, someone who speaks, not to be
popular, but to draw the attention of others to what is true and important. So, prophets are vital in
every generation. And, in every generation, prophets tend to be mocked and their advice ridiculed.
Long ago, as we hear in today’s first reading, Moses said to the people: ‘Your God will raise up for
you a prophet like myself, from among yourselves; to him you must listen.’ Moses goes on: The

Lord says ‘I will put my words into the prophet’s mouth and he shall tell the people all that I command him.’ In
today’s passage from the gospel, we are told that “Jesus’ teaching made a deep impression on the people because,
unlike the scribes, he taught them with authority.”

 What, then do you think, are the main issues of our day?
 What do you think are the world’s priorities at present?
 And who might you identify as being prophets in our world today?
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Recently deceased: Esther Kelly’s funeral will be at St Joseph’s on 3 February.
Gerard Coleman. Some years ago, Gerard lived in Esh, but died at Rowlands Gill last Monday.
Jim McCormick (brother of Marion McLoughlin) was originally from Newhouse but died recently in Cleethorpes.

Anniversaries: Our Lady, Queen of Martyrs: Lawrence Close, Mary Carroll, Fr Edward Beech (1932), Tony
Quinn, Fr Francis Reed, Nora Jones, Clive Hogarth, Leo Traynor.
St Joseph’s: Rose Dawson, Mary Killian, Winifred Harrington, Martha Jennings, John Martin, Henry Brady,
Margaret Kelly, Margaret McQuillan, Jean McCarron, Aidan Keenan, Clifton Ward.
St Michael’s: Richard Ryan, Bridie Tobin, Val Barkham, Agnes and George Curtis, Frederick Smith, Robert
Wilkinson, Angela Tobin, Margaret Caygill, Olga Johnson, Fr. John McHugh.

Church cleaners during this week : 1-6 February (Team 3) - if needed
St Joseph’s: St Michael’s: Our Lady Queen of Martyrs:
Christine Brennan, Joe Cutmore,
Geraldine Barnes, John Flynn.

Jill Cox, Lynn Dumighan,
Karen Thompson.

Angela McKenna, Esther Martin,
Melanie Lee, Shelagh Robinson.

Stewards next weekend (6/7 February) (Team 2) - if needed
St Joseph’s: St Michael’s: Our Lady Queen of Martyrs:
Christine Brennan, Margaret Coonan,
Joe Cutmore, Bill Donnelly.

Anne McMahon, Jill Cox,
Shelagh Robinson.

Cecilia Wharton, Angela McKenna,
Tom Brennan, Karen Thompson.

Test and Trace’: If you have a smart phone with the NHS app you can now click on to the NHS icon as you enter
any of our churches. If there should be a local outbreak of covid-19 this can help with the ‘Track and Trace’.

Hospital visits: If you know of a patient who wants a visit from the Catholic Hospital Chaplain, please inform Fr
Paul Tully on 01388 818544 or frpaultully@outlook.com This information is always listed at the top of page 2.
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FOURTH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR (Year B)

Masses: The virus infection rate in our area has dropped compared to three weeks ago so we now have
weekend masses once more. However, since the second lock-down in November-December we have had
rather fewer people asking to attend masses. Perhaps, then, we could have a 6.00pm mass on Saturday
at St Joseph’s and then a 10.30am on Sunday at Our Lady Queen of Martyrs with no mass at St
Michael’s at present.
Please note the days and the times when you can book a place for these masses this week:-

> 01740-469532 between 10.00am – 2.00pm onWednesday,
or > 0191- 366 9465 between 5.00 – 6.00pm on Thursday.

Please do take care at all times. Whenever people breathe out, the virus could be in the tiny particles that
emerge from their mouths. Or from yours. The virus, carried on these little particles, can stay hanging in the
air or settle on to surfaces. The biggest danger is in direct person-to-person transmission by breathing. This
is why we are asked to take precautions. There is no single precaution which puts an absolute block on the
virus, but any precaution will help, and preferably more than one precaution whenever we can. So, we are
asked to wear face coverings which cover our mouths and also our noses. We are asked to wash our hands
frequently with good old-fashioned soap and water, or by using an alcohol gel to sanitise them. We are
asked not to be too close to people physically, even when wearing our face covering, since breathing is how
the virus is usually transmitted. Enjoy life - but do take care at all times!

Recorded mass: The 6.00pm mass from St Joseph’s
will be recorded this weekend and will be available on
our Facebook page and on the ‘St John Boste – YouTube’
channel.

Access a 7-week course on the whole bible:
www.godwhospeaks.uk/sunday=of-the-word-of-god :
“Echoes of God: Journeying with the Word of God” with
David McLoughlin. You can download all seven sessions.

Ways of praying: Find a picture. Any picture. It may
be of a scene; it may be of a person. Suppose your
picture is a scene. Take a look at the whole picture: is
there anything which stands out for you? Something
pleasant, attractive, inspiring? Something that concerns
you? Why does it affect you? Perhaps your picture is of
a person. Look at the full picture, then look closely at the
person. What do you see in that face, in the hands?
What do you ‘read’ in the expression, in the posture? Is
there joy, sadness, anxiety? How do you feel at this
moment? Speak to God.

Ash Wednesday : 17 February. As in Advent, the
diocese will offer reflections for each day during the
Season of Lent. These will be available on our parish
website ( wdrcp.org ). We can also print paper copies
each week for anyone who would like them. During
Advent it took quite a while each week to print the 85
copies, sort them into booklets and then staple them
together to be delivered through letter boxes so, if
anyone would like a paper copy, then please let us know
at the Parish Office (Tel. 373 0219 or email
stjosephs.ushawmoor@btopenworld.com )

Virtual Parish Coffee
Morning: As this third lockdown
continues, a lot of us are feeling it’s
all quite a struggle now. Why not
join other members of the parish for

a coffee and an online chat? To help us all to keep in
touch during the cold winter months, we will be meeting
via Zoom, on Thursday mornings at 10.30am. Join us
this coming Thursday, 4 February. Details of how to join
the Zoom call will be posted in the Parish Facebook
Group. If you aren’t on Facebook, just email
christine.brennan61@gmail.com for the Zoom meeting
link.

Readings for next Sunday: Job 7: 1-4, 6-7; 1
Corinthians 9: 16-19, 22-23; Mark 1: 29-39. Sickness,
depression, feeling broken hearted …. We have a God
who sets us free!

Rosary online: A couple of people have said that they
would be interested in meeting online to say the
rosary. Maybe we could offer this on a Monday evening
at 7pm, perhaps the four Mondays leading up to Lent, ie.
Monday 25th January – Joyful Mysteries; Monday 1st
February – Mysteries of Light; Monday 8th February –
Sorrowful Mysteries; Monday 15th February – Glorious
Mysteries. Just email christine.brennan61@gmail.com
for the Zoom meeting link. If you don’t have access to a
computer then you can still join in prayer. At 7.00pm on
a Monday you can simply pray the rosary in the comfort
of your own home, knowing that others are doing the
very same thing.

The Presentation of the Lord: On Zoom we had an
Advent service shortly before
Christmas. We are planning to have
an on-line service on 2 February at
7.30pm for the feast of the
Presentation of the Lord in the
Temple. If you would like to attend,
please let Phil Mackie know at
phil@big-small.co.uk. He will then
send you the link.

Northern Catholic Calendars:We have lots of copies
of this 2021 directory and, so far, we’ve only sold one!
These books offer information about the churches,
parishes, schools and convents of our diocese. It’s
available for £3. They can’t be left at the back of church
but if anyone wants a copy please let us know.

Beginning on Tuesday 2nd February, Fr Stephen
Watson (Lourdes Pilgrimage Director) will lead a novena
for the Feast of Our Lady of Lourdes on 11th February.
He will lead us daily in a few minutes of prayer which
can be accessed via the 'Hexham and Newcastle
Pilgrimage to Lourdes' Facebook page. Daily prayers
will be shared at 8am and can be viewed at any time after
that. You are invited to join in this time of prayer.
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