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Third Sunday of the Year (Year B) : 24 January 2021

The Gospel of Mark: The gospel writers (or ‘evangelists’) are Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. Yet the purpose of these
evangelists is not to write a biography or life story of Jesus. So, what was their intention in writing the gospels? Many
years after the death of Jesus, members of their communities were dying off, so it was felt necessary to write down
something of Jesus’ message and teaching for the benefit of future generations. Their gospels are not exactly the same;
there are differences in style and even content since the evangelists were each trying to communicate the message of Jesus
for the people of their own local faith-communities, with all that they were facing in life. Mark is thought to have written
his gospel in Rome, around AD 70, as an encouragement to Christians who were being persecuted by the Emperor Nero. It
was a call to faith, a call to recognise who Jesus really is – especially when times are hard. The pace of Mark’s gospel is
breathlessly quick, with Jesus always on the move from one place to another. This makes Mark easy to read since the
whole gospel is only about 20 pages. When we hear the gospel read at mass, or when we read it on our own, it is important
not just to read it. We are then invited to think about its message. The question is always: ‘What is the message of this
passage for me, today??’ So, let’s take a look at today’s passage:

‘After John the Baptist had been arrested, Jesus went into Galilee. There he proclaimed the Good News from God.
“The time has come”, he said “and the kingdom of God is close at hand. Repent, and believe the Good News.”
As he was walking along by the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into the lake, for they
were fishermen. And Jesus said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.” And, at once, they left their
nets and followed him. Going on a little further, he saw James, son of Zebedee, and his brother, John. They too were in
their boat, mending their nets. Jesus called the at once and, leaving their father Zebedee in the boat with the men, they
went after him.’ (Mark 1: 14-20)

These very ordinary people were busy at their everyday work, living their day to day lives, when Jesus called them to assist
in bringing his ’Good News’ to touch the lives of other villagers. How might the Lord be calling you likewise?

Recently deceased: Tom Lawlor died on 16 January. Funeral at Newhouse on Wednesday, 27 January at 11.30am.
Esther Kelly, originally from Bearpark, died in a care home on 14 January. Funeral at St Joseph’s on 3 February.

Anniversaries:
Our Lady, Queen of Martyrs: Joe McKenna, Alfred Wright, Betty Cantwell, Thomas Brown, Jack McElwee,
Lawrence Close, Mary Carroll.
St Joseph’s: Mabel Harrington, John Hope, George Gallagher, Cynthis Rowland, Carol Hart, Agnes Franey,
John Webster, Mary Ann Hughes, Arthur Rowland, Tommy Mahan, Joseph O’Brien, Ann Taylor.
St Michael’s: Fred Attle, Christina Marie Ewen, Jack Callan, Agnes Thompson, George Smith, Marie Sherry, Laurie
Standring, John Brennan, Margaret Mary Clitheroe, Tom Quinn, Edward Wallis, John Lyons jnr. Joseph Armstrong,
Gladys Lynn, Elizabeth Quinn, Mona Brown.

Church cleaners during this week (25-30 January) (Team 2) - if needed
St Joseph’s: St Michael’s: Our Lady Queen of Martyrs:
Esther Martin, Kyle Oman,
Melanie Lee, Bill Donnelly.

Jill Cox, John Flynn,
Anne McMahon.

Angela McKenna, Catherine McKeown,
Colleen Brown, Geraldine Barnes.

Stewards next weekend (31 January) (Team 1) - if needed
St Joseph’s: St Michael’s: Our Lady Queen of Martyrs:
Christine Brennan, Margaret Coonan,
Joe Cutmore, Bill Donnelly.

Anne McMahon, Jill Cox,
Shelagh Robinson.

Cecilia Wharton, Angela McKenna,
Tom Brennan, Karen Thompson.

Facebook page: As well as this newsletter (whether in paper form or on-line), helpful information about our parish,
partnership and diocese can be found on our parish Facebook page where the group is called the ‘St John Boste Parish
Community’.

Northern Catholic Calendars: We have lots of copies of this 2021 directory for the churches, parishes, schools and
convents of our diocese. It’s available for £3. They can’t be left at the back of church but if anyone wants a copy please let
us know.
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THIRD SUNDAY OF THE YEAR

Masses: The virus infection rate in our area has dropped considerably over the past couple of weeks so we
plan to have masses again next weekend. However, since the second lock-down in November-December we
have had rather fewer people asking to attend masses. Perhaps, then, we could have a 6.00pm mass on
Saturday at St Joseph’s and then a 10.30am on Sunday at Our Lady Queen of Martyrs with no
mass at St Michael’s at present.
Please note the days and the times when you can book a place for these masses this week:-

> 01740-469532 between 10.00am – 2.00pm onWednesday,
or > 0191- 373 0219 between 5.00 – 6.00pm on Thursday.

Hospital visits: If you know of a patient who wants a
visit from the Catholic Hospital Chaplain, please inform
Fr Paul Tully on 01388 818544 or
frpaultully@outlook.com

Virtual Parish Coffee
Morning: As our third
lockdown continues, some of
us may be spending more
time on our own. Why not
join other members of the
parish for a coffee and an
online chat? To help us all to keep in touch during the
cold winter months, we will be meeting via Zoom, on
Thursday mornings at 10.30am. Join us this coming
Thursday, 28 January. Details of how to join the Zoom
call will be posted in the Parish Facebook Group. If you
aren’t on Facebook, just email
christine.brennan61@gmail.com for the Zoom meeting
link.

Rosary online: A couple of people have said that they
would be interested in meeting online to say the
rosary. Maybe we could offer this on a Monday evening
at 7pm, perhaps the four Mondays leading up to Lent, ie.
Monday 25th January – Joyful Mysteries; Monday 1st
February – Mysteries of Light; Monday 8th February –
Sorrowful Mysteries; Monday 15th February – Glorious
Mysteries.

Not On-line …?? During
this current lock-down so
many meetings and events
are offered on-line. This is
terrific! Whoever would
have imagined this 12
months ago? Yet, for all this,
not everyone has a computer
and so not everyone cannot
access all these wonderful

events. During the second lock-down (November/
December) we didn’t have mass but our churches were
open for private prayer, during which we had Exposition
of the Blessed Sacrament at our weekend mass times. At
each of our churches there were, maybe 6 -12 people. No
one said anything or prayed out loud, yet there was a
tremendous bond of togetherness though being together,
and praying. This alerted me to the fact that, even if we
are not physically together, we can still pray together. So,
while praying the rosary on-line is being advertised
today, if you do NOT have this facility, why not join in
the rosary still at 7.00pm on a Monday?

Access a 7-week course on the whole bible:
www.godwhospeaks.uk/sunday=of-the-word-of-god

St Mark’s gospel: This year is ‘the Year of Mark’,
which means that the gospel readings at mass this year
are taken from Mark’s gospel. To help us understand a
bit more about Mark’s gospel Fr Sean Hall has two 12-
minute talks which we can find on our diocesan website:
rcdhn.org.uk

Ways of praying: For Catholics, our gathering for
weekend mass has always been important for, in sharing
the mass, we acknowledge the fact that we are not only
individuals but also part of a people, the people of God.
The faith of each of us, then, is both ‘personal’ and
‘communal’. These two facets are really important. Back
in the spring last year, when our churches were closed,
we were all thrust into a very new situation when we no
longer had the opportunity to gather together for
worship. Instead, we had only our personal resources
and our imagination to help us in our praying. Some
people came up with really creative ways to pray - not
least with young children. One family wrote prayer
petitions on to paper and then fastened these to a
balloon so that the prayers could ‘float close to God’.
Some adults have said they sat outside quietly, and
watched the passing clouds or the sun emerging from
behind the clouds. This, you see, is ‘contemplation’. In
contemplation we look at things ‘through the eyes of
God’. At present, we are without masses again. So, how
can we nurture our inner selves? What new ways can we
discover as ways of praying? How can we seek, in these
strange times, not just to sustain our faith but to deepen
it? I’d be interested in hearing from you to learn how
you seek to keep your faith alive. Perhaps we could even
include your discoveries in our newsletter - though this
can be done anonymously. Do let me know….
- David Coxon

Retreat in Daily Life: 24th – 29th January: The retreat
brings the experience of an individually guided retreat to
you, fitting around your work and study commitments.
It involves roughly 30 min daily personal prayer & 30 min
daily one-to-one meeting with a guide for 5 days. There
is an opening (Sunday evening) and closing meeting
(Friday) to top and tail the retreat and evening
workshops exploring how to live out faith in this
complex world. The workshop on Thursday 28th will be
‘Ignatian Spirituality’, part of the Finchale Partnership’s
series on Spirituality. This year, all meetings and
workshops will be held online, via Zoom or other
platforms. Contact Fr Andrew Downie – email:
andrew.j.downie@durham.ac.uk, tel.: 0191 384 3442

The Presentation of the Lord: On Zoom we had an
Advent service shortly before Christmas. We are hoping
to have an on-line service on 2 February for the feast of
the Presentation of the Lord in the Temple.
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