
St John Boste Parish, West Durham
Esh, Esh Winning, Langley Park and Ushaw Moor

St John Boste Pastoral Office, Durham Road, Ushaw Moor, Durham. DH7 7LF
Priest: Father David Coxon Tel: (0191) 373 0219
Secretary: Lisa Hatton Tel: (0191) 373 0219

Office Hours: Tues – Thurs from 9.30am–2.30pm
E-mail: ushawmoor.stjohnboste@rcdhn.org.uk

(stjosephs.ushawmoor@btopenworld.com)
Website: wdrcp.org

Primary Schools: St Joseph’s, Ushaw Moor: Tel. (0191) 373 0355
Our Lady Queen of Martyrs, Esh Winning: Tel. (0191) 373 4343
St Michael’s Esh Laude: Tel. (0191) 373 1205

Hospital
R C Chaplain Father Paul Tully Tel. (01388) 818544

Please telephone the Chaplain if you have someone in hospital who would like a visit.

Second Sunday of the Year (Year B) : 17 January 2021
Answering God’s call: In today’s first reading, the young lad called Samuel has been brought
by his mother to be educated by Eli the priest. While he is asleep one night the boy thinks he
hears Eli calling for him. Three times he goes through to Eli to see what he wants before realising
it was the Lord calling him. Usually, God’s word to us is not so dramatic but can be no less
effective. Sometimes, out of the blue, we might think about someone. We decide to phone them
- only to discover that they really needed someone to talk to. Was that our answering a call from

God? Probably! On other occasions, a particular task might keep recurring in our heads, niggling to be attended to.
We then follow it up. This is how hospices for the dying came into existence, and Foodbanks, and virtual coffee
mornings during lockdowns. We try to discern what God may be asking of us, and then seek to respond. – D Coxon

Masses: The government still permits public worship in our churches but, because of the rise in coronavirus cases in
our area, it seems advisable not to have public masses in our churches this weekend or, perhaps, for a little while. I’m
very sorry about this, but it is to protect people during a time when the underlying government instruction is to ‘stay at
home’. Some other churches now seem to be following this same approach. Once again, we will try to keep in touch
through our newsletter and website. One difference since the first lock-down is that we now have a parish Facebook
page and several events are happening in our parish on-line. This is an opportunity, at least for those people able to
access them by computer. While there are no public masses, we might take a moment to pray at our usual weekend
mass time and perhaps also at 6.00pm each day. This can still create for us a sense of ‘praying together’. I will continue
to celebrate a Sunday mass privately and will include your intentions.

The mass intentions for this weekend are: Winnie and John Robinson (from St Joseph’s);
Marion, Anne & James Redmond; Tom Allcroft; Joan Brennan (from St Michael’s);
Fr David Milburn (from Our Lady Queen of Martyrs).
Mass intentions for next weekend will be: Laurie Standring and Winnie Lyons; Joan and Oswin Towns.

Recently deceased: Fr David Milburn died on 4 January. He was ordained priest almost 70 years ago on 22 July
1951 and was parish priest at Newhouse for 13 years from 1978-1991. His funeral will be at St Mary’s Cathedral,
Newcastle on Friday, 22 January at 1.00pm. It will be live-streamed on the ‘Cathedral YouTube channel’.
Christopher Keelty. His funeral will be at St Joseph’s on Tuesday, 19 January. May they rest in peace.

Anniversaries:
Our Lady, Queen of Martyrs: Elizabeth McKenna, Derek Duggan, James O’Neill, Dermot Slevin, Mary Ann Peel,
Joseph Cutmore, Joan Taylor, Brian Finnegan, Agnes Corrigan, Nora Cran, Abraham Turner, George Stebbings.
St Joseph’s: Robert Brown, Robert Gardiner, Jane Laidman, Peter Webster, Mary Burley, Leo O’Neill, James
Mearman, Jim Riley, Julie Bradley, Margaret Gaynor, Joseph Corner, Elizabeth Harrison, Eileen Nelson.
St Michael’s: Derek Duggan, Norah Lyons, Aileen Cook, Hilda Dumighan, Frank James, Henxie Johnson, Sadie
Hayton, Margaret Mary Brennan, Ellen Towns, Robert Mullaney, Steven Brown, Robins Quigley, Brian Smart, Sarah
McCabe, John Thompson, Frank Goundry, Mgr. Hugh Cogan, Fr. Michael Mahon CMF.
Also: Bishop Hugh Lindsay died on 19 January 2009. He had retired as our bishop in January 1992.

Facebook page: Our parish now has a Parish Facebook page. If you are interested in being part of this then the
name of the Facebook Group is "St. John Boste Parish Community".

Hospital visits: If you know of a patient who wants a visit from the Catholic Hospital Chaplain, please inform
Fr Paul Tully on 01388 818544 or frpaultully@outlook.com

Church cleaners during this week : 18- 23 January (Team 1) if needed.
St Joseph’s: St Michael’s: Our Lady Queen of Martyrs:
Elsie Vasey, Margaret Coonan,
Claire Oman, Janet Dawson.

Jill Cox, Stuart Cox,
Eileen Tallentire, Shelagh Robinson.

A McKenna, Catherine McKeown,
Cecilia Wharton, Kevin Quigley.
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Precautions: Clearly, I am not a medic, but my understanding of a virus is that it is something that, for a while at
least, can ‘become a part of us’. Once it gets inside us, it is able to get into the cells in our body where it creates new
versions of itself and then sends them out. Some go to inhabit new cells, some it will try and spread to other people.
When we get a virus, we may not show symptoms; but, for as long as we are infected, that virus has, to some degree,
‘become a part of me’ and what we do helps to spread the virus. This means that if we touch a table or a book or a cup
then we might leave not only a fingerprint on that item, but also a trace of the virus. If we shake hands, or give a hug,
we can pass it on. If we go into the homes of other people then we can take the virus in with us. Whenever we breathe
out, the virus is in the tiny particles that emerge from our mouths. If we shout or sing aloud, even more of the particles
come out from our mouths. The virus, carried on these little particles, can stay hanging in the air or settle on to
surfaces. The biggest danger is in direct person-to-person transmission by breathing. This is why we are asked to take
precautions. There is no single precaution which puts an absolute block on the virus, but any precaution will help,
preferably more than one whenever we can. So, we are asked to wear face coverings, coverings which cover our
mouths and also our noses. We are asked to wash our hands frequently with good old-fashioned soap and water, or by
using an alcohol gel to sanitise them. We are asked not to be too close to people physically, even when wearing our
face covering, since breathing is how the virus is usually transmitted. So, the constant advice is, as far as possible, to
stay at home and, if we do need to go out, to wear face coverings and to maintain social distancing of two metres,
which is the length of two shopping trollies. People who live alone can form a social bubble with one other household
where everyone in that other household lives under the same roof. This distancing is important whether we are in the
street, the supermarket or in a church. In a sense, the instructions are simple; it’s just remembering to abide by
them. Following these simple instructions will help in protecting ourselves and others. Following these instructions
will also play a part in preventing the NHS from being overwhelmed. And, as the official wording also says, following
these instructions will ultimately help to save lives. -David Coxon

Virtual Parish Coffee
Morning: Now that we
are back in lockdown,
some of us may be
spending more time on our
own. Why not join other
members of the parish for

a coffee and an online chat? To help us all to keep in
touch during the cold winter months, we will be meeting
via Zoom, on Thursday mornings at 10.30am. The first
will be this coming Thursday, 21 January. Details of how
to join the Zoom call will be posted in the Parish
Facebook Group. If you aren’t on Facebook, just email
christine.brennan61@gmail.com for the Zoom meeting
link.

Rosary online: A couple of people
have said that they would be
interested in meeting online to say the
rosary. Maybe we could offer this on
a Monday evening at 7pm, perhaps
the four Mondays leading up to Lent,
ie. Monday 25th January – Joyful
Mysteries; Monday 1st February –
Mysteries of Light; Monday 8th
February – Sorrowful Mysteries; Monday 15th February
– Glorious Mysteries.

Northern Catholic Calendars: this 2021 directory
for the churches, parishes, schools and convents of our
diocese is now available for £3. They can’t be left at the
back of church but if anyone wants a copy, please let us
know.

‘The History of the Bible’: During the summer I read
an excellent book with this title by John Barton.
Recently this book was serialised on BBC Radio 4 in five
15-minute episodes. You can probably still access this
link for another ten days :
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m000qlrw

Retreat in Daily Life: 24th – 29th January: The retreat
brings the experience of an individually guided retreat to
you, fitting around your work and study commitments.
It involves roughly 30 min daily personal prayer & 30 min
daily one-to-one meeting with a guide for 5 days. There
is an opening (Sunday evening) and closing meeting
(Friday) to top and tail the retreat and evening
workshops exploring how to live out faith in this
complex world. The workshop on Thursday 28th will be
‘Ignatian Spirituality’, part of the Finchale Partnership’s
series on Spirituality. This year, all meetings and
workshops will be held online, via Zoom or other
platforms. Contact Fr Andrew Downie – email:
andrew.j.downie@durham.ac.uk, tel.: 0191 384 3442

Ways of praying: Back in the spring last year, our
churches were closed. For Holy Week and Easter, we
were invited to be creative, imaginative in how we
celebrated and prayed. At that time, I asked through this
newsletter how people were experimenting, or finding
new ways in which to pray. At present, we are without
masses again. So, how can we nurture our inner selves?
What new ways can we discover as ways of praying?
How can we seek, in these strange times, not just to
sustain our faith but to deepen it? I’d be interested in
hearing from you to learn how you seek to keep your
faith alive. Perhaps we could even include your
discoveries in our newsletter - though this can be done
anonymously. Do let me know….
– David Coxon

Parish Pastoral Council: We’ll have a meeting of our
Pastoral Council on Zoom at 7.30pm on Wednesday, 27
January.

Readings for next Sunday: Jonah 3: 1-5, 10; 1
Corinthians 7: 29-31; Mark 1: 14-20. ‘What does it
mean to repent?’

Access a 7-week course on the whole bible:
www.godwhospeaks.uk/sunday=of-the-word-of-god

Or go to rcdhn.org.uk for 2 x 12-minute talks on
Mark’s Gospel by Fr Sean Hall.
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